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FOOTHIILLS PRESBYTERY EXECUTIVE 
“Moving our Ministry ON…OUT…and into the community.” 

Teleconference, Tuesday, October 23, 2018 

Attendance:  Brenda Watt (Acting Chairperson), Greg Wooley (Secretary), Norma Bell, Allan 
Buckingham, Joyce Cook, Barbara Davison, Julia Kimmett, Sue Lauzon-MacDonald, Irene 
Milton, Pamela Scott, Mary Shearer, Murray Speer. Absent: Jim Litchfield.  
Chairperson Ray Goodship is on sabbatical.   
A quorum was present. 

The meeting was called to order by Brenda Watt at 9:33 AM, with an acknowledgement that we 
meet on traditional First Nations lands. Brenda reflected that, as we enter into the final weeks of 
Presbyteries and Conferences, nature and scripture both reveal that every ending creates a 
new beginning – life seeks new places to germinate.  The meeting was opened with prayer.  

Agenda 

The agenda was accepted as presented.  

Minutes – Greg Wooley 

MOTION: Greg Wooley/Julia Kimmett 2018-040 

That the Minutes of the September 4, 2018 meeting of Foothills Presbytery Executive be adopted 
as circulated. CARRIED 

Minutes of the September 25, 2018 Presbytery Meeting were received for information.  

Chairperson’s report - Brenda Watt 

Brenda Watt reported on the most recent work of the Regional Commission: 

• Region 3 is very pleased to have a new name: “Chinook Winds Regional Council” 

• The search for a Pastoral Relations Minister is underway; office staff has been hired for the 
Regional office, and office space is being sought in or around Calgary.  Both the Executive 
Minister (Doug Goodwin) and the Office of Vocation Minister (Brenda Fawkes), are from the 
lower mainland of BC, and will use this office space when working in the Chinook Winds Region.   

• Governance discussions are ongoing.  There will be eleven members on the Region’s Executive.  

• Policies are being reviewed, starting with those of ANW Conference, to see what is working well 
and what needs streamlining.  Other “best practices” are also being considered.  

• Those interested in serving a role in the new Region, are directed to contact Helen Reed.  

• The next meeting is in November; by then, Ray Goodship will be back and will resume his 
position on the Regional Commission.  

Brenda reported on the recent Stewardship event in Red Deer.  While lightly-attended, it was an 
excellent event, with Chris Levan using the metaphor of “bread” to challenge many assumptions. 

Brenda invited Sue MacDonald to share information about the upcoming celebration on October 28, 
2018 at Buffalo Hills, Arrowwood.  This worship and supper gathering marks the fiftieth anniversary of 
the Arrowwood and Irricana congregations’ joining the United Church of Canada from the Church of the 
Brethren.  They wish to petition General Council to formally recognize the 50th anniversary of this union. 

Transfer of Records – Greg Wooley 

Presbytery records are being separated into a number of categories: records to be Archived, those to be 
forwarded to the Region, those to be stored for a stated retention period, and those that are to be 
securely shredded.  Rather than providing a file-by-file listing, it seems most helpful to share the national 
Archive guidelines and then follow those guidelines.   
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MOTION: Pamela Scott/Sue MacDonald 2018-041 

That the Secretary of Presbytery follow “The United Church of Canada Guide to Archiving 
Presbytery Records, 2018” in making decisions about the transfer of records. CARRIED 

This guide is attached to these minutes as Appendix I.  

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Irene Milton 2018-042 

That a Commission be created, consisting of Murray Speer and Greg Wooley, to review the 
confidential “in camera” and “committee of the whole” minutes still on file, to determine which of 
these issues may be considered closed.  Minutes regarding issues still considered open are to 
be forwarded to the Personnel Minister of ANW Conference. CARRIED 

Mary Shearer noted that the Ralph Connor congregation in Canmore recognizes the workload on the 
Presbytery Secretary at this point of transition, and are supporting him in this.  

Planning Team – Allan Buckingham 

As November 27, 2018 will be the final meeting of Foothills Presbytery, the worship time – including the 
decommissioning of the Presbytery – will be at the end of the meeting rather than the beginning.  There 
are resources on the United Church website, as well as in Gathering magazine.  It was agreed by 
Executive that communion be served at this service, with a request for gluten-free bread.  

The time of remembrance and thanksgiving, led by three of the Divisions at the end of the previous three 
Presbytery meetings, will be done by Strong Public Witness at the beginning of the November 27 
meeting.  It will function as the “opening worship” for that meeting.  

Greg Wooley will confirm lunch arrangements with St. Andrew’s, Cochrane.  

Brenda Watt noted that as we mark the end of Foothills Presbytery, we need to acknowledge that 
Rundle Memorial United Church, Banff, will now be part of the Pacific Mountain Region.  We give 
particular thanks for the participation of Allan and Murray on Executive. 

Divisions 

No report from Strong Public Witness 

Treasurer Jim Litchfield submitted his reports prior to the meeting.  

Stewardship – Joyce Cook 

John den Hoed has set up an e-courier system for financial transfers from the Presbyteries to the 
Chinook Winds Region.  

There is more property paperwork pending, to come forth to the November 27 meeting.  

A cheque for $45,260 has been presented to Canyon Church Camp.  Their clean-up bill following the fire 
is $151,000 but since it is not their land, the next steps are still up in the air.  Photos of the camp are 
posted on the camp website.  

Appeals and Grants – Norma Bell 

An ANW Conference Mission Transition grant application, via Ralph Connor Memorial United Church, to 
continue and expand the work of the Canmore Young Adult Network (CYAN), is being presented to the 
November meeting of Appeals and Grants.  Mary Shearer noted that this project has become much 
bigger than had initially been expected: a Community Networker is being supported by the Church, and 
the group is getting a great response to both its community events and its social witness. Brenda Watt 
noted that it would be good to approach the United Church Foundation for financial support.  Mission 
Support grants are overtaxed at the moment, but Mission Transition grants are there to be used. 
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MOTION: Norma Bell/Joyce Cook 2018-043 

That Presbytery support the Canmore CYAN Mission Transition grant application for 2019. 
CARRIED 

Congregation and Mission Development – Sue MacDonald 

As John Pentland will be recovering from surgery, the Monday, November 26, 2018 educational event in 
Cochrane will now feature Stephen Harper of Symons Valley United Church, Calgary. Brenda Watt will 
be sending out the registration forms.  

Plans for the January 11, 2019 Celebration of Foothills Presbytery are starting to unfold.  The planners 
will be meeting again, after November 11, 2018.  Julia Kimmett will be MC, special guests are being 
arranged, and there will be a catered meal; the event will be limited to 170 attendees. There will likely be 
a trivia challenge, questions to be sent to Sue or to Brenda Watt.  While Stewardship Division does have 
financial resources available, there will be a nominal registration fee ($15) to help confirm the number of 
attendees; EventBrite and other online ticketing options are being investigated.  

Presbyters are urged to watch for the many webinars being offered by United-in-Learning. Some pertain 
to the transitions of the Church courts but there are many other topics – including family ministries, and 
Church as community hub. 

Sue is one of the participants in a United Church of Canada effort to reimagine faith formation.  She will 
be participating in course work in the USA in 2019, with the national Church contributing funds toward 
this. Congratulations were expressed to Sue.  

Ministry Support 

Pastoral Relations – Pamela Scott 

High River United Church has notified Presbytery that Susan Lukey and David Robertson have 
submitted a sabbatical proposal, from April 24-August 19, 2019 (dates include study leave and 
holidays).  While David Robertson is away, Julia Kimmett has agreed to act as the educational 
supervisor for Matthew Heesing at Diamond Valley.  

Rita Cattell’s 2019 sabbatical at Balzac is still in the discussion stage; Greg Wooley will be on sabbatical 
from February 1 to April 30, 2019, and Ralph Connor Memorial United Church will present paperwork for 
sabbatical coverage to Pastoral Relations in time for the November Presbytery meeting.  

Pastoral Oversight - Murray Speer  

Annual Reports have been gathered from all Pastoral Charges, and self-assessment reports that have 
been received will be summarized.  The new governance model will also include a self-assessment 
program, so our reports will tie in well to the new system.  Murray Speer and Greg Wooley will consult 
with ANW Conference Archives to determine which congregational Annual Reports are already held by 
Archives, and which are needed.  

The Board of Vocation has training upcoming in November, which Murray will attend.  It appears that he 
will be on the standards committee.  

Education & Students – Irene Milton 

Conference E&S meets this week, and will be interviewing one Commisionand.  Future oversight of 
Licensed Lay Worship Leaders will be done by the Pastoral Relations Minister, while Education & 
Students will fall under the Office of Vocation, through Regional Candidacy Boards.   As Matthew 
Heesing is a Candidate from Yellowhead Presbytery, his oversight will be through Region 2.  

Brenda Watt noted that conversation will be ongoing at Chinook Winds Region regarding the support of 
students – through bursaries and other means.  
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UCW – Barbara Davison 

ANW Conference UCW held a full executive meeting from October 11-13, 2018 in Vermilion. Their next 
meeting is April 4-6, 2019 in St. Albert. Letter writing continues to the Regions, to ensure a place for 
UCW within the Regional governance model.  UCW has started a new national campaign for the 
discontinuation of plastics.  

General Council 43 Commissioners – Mary Shearer and Murray Speer 

Mary Shearer will be away starting November 1, 2018, not returning until February 2019, so will miss the 
final meetings and celebrations of Presbytery.  She will miss Foothills Presbytery and expresses thanks 
to all for their contributions over the years.  She is willing to speak to communities of faith about GC43 
upon her return. Charlene Burns and Mary will be speaking at the upcoming Boost for the Journey II 
event.   

Murray Speer noted that new draft bylaws have been posted on the United Church Commons website. It 
is surprising to see that the new quorum for Regional Councils and Executives has changed: while still 
requiring one-fifth of the total membership to be present, quorum is met so long as there is at least one 
Ministry Personnel and one lay representative amongst the attendees.  

Thanks were expressed to Murray and Mary for representing Foothills so well at GC43, and to them and 
to Allan Buckingham for their ongoing work at sharing this information about the Council.  

Other Business 

Irene Milton reported that 53 people have signed up for the “Celebrating Small Churches” event.  
Participants are reminded to bring a personal care item (shampoo, etc.) as a donation to this 
event.   

There will be one more Foothills Presbytery Executive teleconference meeting, on Tuesday 
December 11, 2018 at 9:30 AM. It is anticipated that the main function of this meeting will be to 
approve the minutes of the November 27, 2018 meeting, as well as any business referred to 
Executive at the November 27 meeting.  

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 10:51 AM by Brenda Watt.  Thanks were expressed 
to Murray Speer for chairing the September 25 meeting, and Brenda expressed what an honour 
it has been to work with this Executive.   Julia Kimmett expressed thanks for Brenda’s gracious 
leadership. 

NEXT MEETINGS:   

• The next meeting of Foothills Presbytery will be held Tuesday, November 27, 2018 at 
9:30 AM at St. Andrew’s United Church, Cochrane, preceded by an Educational Event 
on Monday November 26 at 4:00 PM.  

• Next Executive Teleconference will be Tuesday, December 11, 2018 at 9:30 AM.   

 

 

__________________________  _____________________________________ 

Acting Chairperson, Brenda Watt Secretary, Greg Wooley 


