
Foothills Presbytery Executive, September 4, 2018 2018| 12 
 

 

FOOTHIILLS PRESBYTERY EXECUTIVE 
“Moving our Ministry ON…OUT…and into the community.” 

Teleconference, Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Attendance:  Brenda Watt (Acting Chairperson), Greg Wooley (Secretary), Norma Bell, Allan 
Buckingham, Joyce Cook, Barbara Davison, Julia Kimmett, Sue Lauzon-MacDonald, Jim Litchfield, 
Irene Milton, Pamela Scott, Mary Shearer, Murray Speer. Absent: none; Chairperson Ray Goodship 
is on sabbatical.  New Executive member Mary Shearer was welcomed.  
A quorum was present. 

The meeting was called to order by Brenda Watt at 9:33 AM, with an acknowledgement that we 
meet on Treaty 7 lands, and with a prayer of gratitude. 

Minutes 

MOTION: Greg Wooley/Irene Milton 2018-019  

That the Minutes of the April 24, 2018 meeting of Foothills Presbytery Executive be adopted, with one 
change: Joyce Cook was present for this meeting but had not been listed. CARRIED 

Minutes of the June 12, 2018 Presbytery Meeting were received for information.  

Region 3 Commission 

Brenda Watt reported on the work done thus far by the Region 3 Commission, which has had two gatherings.  
Notes from the first gathering were circulated in the summer, and notes from the second gathering will be 
circulated by week’s end.  Highlights of the Region 3 work to date: 

• The Commission includes two representatives from Indigenous Communities of Faith 

• Doug Goodwin has met with the Commission; he will be the Executive Minister for Regions 1 and 3 
until June 2019.  

• Discussions regarding where to have a regional office – where the Personnel Minister would work 
from, and the Executive Minister when in Alberta - began by considering locations other than Calgary.  
Due to a number of factors, Calgary appears to be the best choice, preferably in a Church-based 
location. Brenda is working on this task.  

• Feedback received from the first communication indicate two priorities for the Region: (1) Meaningful 
Connection and (2) Personnel Support.  

• The Budget is under discussion.  The present draft budget is based on 4.5% of congregational 
income (as detailed in Remit 4); an additional levy of 0.5% would be needed to pay for Region 3 
priorities, for a total assessment of 5%.  Based on this budget, the total Region 3 assessment from 
congregations presently in Foothills Presbytery would be double the present Conference/Presbytery 
Assessment. For the first three years, no Community of Faith would be assessed more than 10% 
above their present assessment.  The Foothills Executive meeting noted in light of this, that it will be 
important to articulate that M&S givings will now fund only mission and service, and to highlight the 
good work that will come out of the new Region.   

• This budget will need to be approved by the Regional Gathering in the new year; the Commission is 
mandated to the end of 2018.  A volunteer Treasurer for the Region, John den Hoed, is now in place.  
Helen Reed chairs the Region 3 Commission.  

• Personnel needs to be hired to be the region’s Personnel Minister, and an Office of Vocation person 
who will have regional responsibilities.  Further clarification on this is forthcoming.  

• While it is unknown how often the Region will meet, and the size of such gatherings, the Regional 
Commission is meeting every two weeks.  Next meeting will be by video conference.   

• The Region needs a name!  Submit ideas to Brenda Watt or Helen Reed.  

• There is a high commitment to keep people “in the loop” so Presbyters are urged to read the 
communications that are circulated. 
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Secretary position 

MOTION: Allan Buckingham/Joyce Cook 2018-020  

That the Recording Secretary and Correspondence Secretary positions be re-united into one position: 
Secretary of Presbytery CARRIED 

Many official documents in this time of transition need the signature of the “Secretary of Presbytery.” Greg 
Wooley has been serving in both roles and will continue to serve in this unified role.  

Members at Large 

MOTION: Greg Wooley/Mary Shearer 2018-021 

That the Members at Large for the remainder of 2018 be Norma Bell, Jim Litchfield, Eileen McMorris, 
and Olga Pollard. CARRIED 

Correspondence 

An initial email has been received from Canyon Church Camp regarding funding, but a formal letter has not 
yet been received to confirm this.  Greg Wooley will follow up.  

Treasurer’s Report 

Jim Litchfield circulated his reports prior to the meeting, including a document indicating the “Discrete Funds 
to Devolve.”  Stewardship Division will meet prior to the September 25th meeting to do further work on this 
document, which tracks the various funds administered by Foothills Presbytery, with proposals for what will 
happen next.  Greg Wooley is willing to assist in reviewing this document.  Jim will be in touch with John den 
Hoed regarding the mechanism for sending/receiving funds from Presbytery to Region.  

Church and Mission Development 

Sue MacDonald shared another “save the date”: Friday, January 11, 2019 will be the Celebration of Foothills 
Presbytery, in High River.  A caterer has been lined up for this event, and other resources are being 
contacted.  This January 2019 date will be for celebrating, so it would be best if the decommissioning/closure 
service be held in 2018 – perhaps at the November Presbytery meeting in Cochrane.  

Saturday, September 29 is the Inspiration Fair for Children’s and Youth Ministries, also at High River United 
Church.  The hope is for a gathering of fifty people or so.   

Work continues on finding an alternative date for John Pentland’s presentation, postponed from its initial June 
date. The hope is to have this settled soon.  

Pastoral Oversight  

Murray Speer noted that reporting relationships are being wrapped up.  

Archives 

Greg Wooley and the other Presbytery Secretaries of Region 3 have been communicating with one 
another regarding archiving of hard-copy items and secure transmission of digital documents to the 
Region.  Guidelines for archiving Division documents will be shared once this comes clearer.  

Education and Students 

Irene Milton reported that Conference Education & Students will be meeting the last week of 
October.  Earl Reaburn has asked that E&S information be sent to him, to be able to coordinate the 
continuing pastoral and financial support students, including Matthew Heesing.  

Stewardship - Property 

Joyce Cook reported that paperwork is being worked on regarding the Trustee/Land Title paperwork 
for Blackie-Gladys and for Lewis Memorial United Church, Turner Valley.   
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UCW 

Barbara Davison reported that the Presbyterial Day of Enrichment will be in Vulcan on September 
29, 9:00 AM-3:00 PM.  This day will involve refocusing on the UCW Purpose.  Interest has been 
expressed in this gathering by both Calgary and South Alberta Presbyterials.  

Conference UCW meets two weeks from now; the National UCW meeting is September 17-21 in 
Mississauga and Barbara will be in attendance.  

A meeting of the full UCW Executive of ANW Conference is coming up from October 11 to 13.  It is 
still to be determined if UCW will go into the Regions, or if there will be a different structure.  

Planning Team 

At the past two meetings, a closing reflection/thanksgiving time has honoured the lifespan of 
Foothills Presbytery.  Allan Buckingham has offered that Strong Public Witness will do this at 
November’s meeting, while Ministry Support will take on this task at the September meeting. 

At the September meeting, Mary Shearer and Murray Speer will need one hour or less for the 
General Council report, while Divisions will need an hour and a half.  Irene Milton has asked for five 
minutes to talk about the Celebrating Small Churches event.  

Further discussion by Presbytery Executive confirmed a desire to have the decommissioning service 
at the November 2018 Presbytery meeting.  Chairperson Ray Goodship will be back by then, and 
holding this service at the congregation he serves in Cochrane is a good fit.  There is a resource for 
this service in the current issue of Gathering.  

General Council Commissioners 

Mary Shearer reported on her experience this July at General Council 43 in Oshawa.  She noted 
how varied the Churches are across Canada; table groups also reflected diversity. There were many 
hopeful signs, including the vibrant spirit of the youth participants.  Two strong themes at GC43 were 
the Intercultural and Indigenous realities.  When it came time to deal with proposals, two areas that 
did not achieve agreement were the mechanisms for membership, and One Order of Ministry.  

Murray Speer further noted that two different visions of membership were proposed by the Theology 
and Faith Committee and considered by local communities of faith, but that the result was evenly 
divided between the two visions.  Regarding Remit 6 on One Order of Ministry, the open question is, 
“which part of this Remit led to its defeat?  There were other voices at GC43 who wondered why the 
issue was still being discussed, since the Remit was defeated.   

Murray noted that the transformed business process was at times both helpful and problematic.  
Council ended with an unscheduled time of sharing, in which racialized individuals spoke and 
challenging intercultural questions were asked. This was a dramatic sharing of experiences, and is 
available to be seen on YouTube.  

Allan Buckingham shared a technical point that was dealt with at GC43.  The term “denominational 
council” which has been used in the Remits will be used to describe the national body, but it will 
continue to be known by the name, “The General Council.” 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 10:59 AM by Brenda Watt.  

NEXT MEETINGS:   

• The next meeting of Foothills Presbytery will be held Tuesday, September 25, 2018 at Ralph 
Connor Memorial United Church, Canmore.    

• Next Executive Teleconference will be Tuesday, October 23, 2018 at 9:30 AM.   

 

__________________________  _____________________________________ 

Acting Chairperson, Brenda Watt Secretary, Greg Wooley 


