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FOOTHILLS PRESBYTERY MINUTES 

“Moving our Ministry ON…OUT…and into the community.” 

Regular Meeting, Tuesday, June 12, 2018:  Vulcan United Church, Vulcan, AB 

Present: ✓       Absent/Regrets:  

Ministry Personnel by Pastoral Charge   Elected Lay Presbyters by Town  

Acme    Acme Susan Simpson  

Airdrie Eva Biederman ✓  Airdrie Wendy Kindzierski ✓ 

Balzac Rita Cattell    Kathy Lind  

Banff Murray Speer ✓  Arrowwood Rosemary Ingraham ✓ 

Blackie-Gladys (see Nanton)   Balzac Ruth Unser ✓ 

Canmore Greg Wooley ✓  Banff Allan Buckingham  

Claresholm Henry Friesen ✓  Blackie   

Cochrane Ray Goodship   Canmore Mary Shearer ✓ 

Crossfield Dave Crawford   Claresholm   

Diamond Valley Matthew Heesing ✓  Cochrane Arlene Hepburn ✓ 

High River Susan Lukey ✓   Pat Hatfield  

 David Robertson ✓  Crossfield Barb Code  

Irricana Ruth McArthur   DeWinton   

Nanton-Cayley Susan Wilkinson-Matticks ✓  Gladys Irene Milton ✓ 

Okotoks-DeWinton Julia Kimmett   High River Shirley Crawford ✓ 

Prairie Winds Sue MacDonald ✓   Marg Fenton ✓ 

Rockyford Gordon Hunter ✓   Bob Findlay  

Strathmore Pamela Scott   Irricana Marilynn Poffenroth  

    Nanton Eleanore Tribe ✓ 

Retired/ Shirley Collard   Okotoks Lois Irvine ✓ 

Retained: Wally Fry    Stewart Thomas  

 Shelley Lavenne   Rockyford Lynda Arnold ✓ 

 Leonard Ling   Strathmore Donalda Ledene ✓ 

 Sherlee McGregor-McCuaig    Charles Watson  ✓ 

 Oliver Seward   Turner Valley Sandra Farr-Jones ✓ 

 Don Watt   Vulcan Joyce Cook ✓ 

       

    Retired DLM Brenda Watt ✓ 

       

    UCW Barbara Davison ✓ 

  

  Lay  

Members at 

Large Norma Bell 

✓ 

Guests:    

 

 

Bonar Hanson  

    Sandra Hanson  

    Jim Litchfield ✓ 

    Eileen McMorris ✓ 

     Olga Pollard  

       

---A QUORUM WAS PRESENT---  
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Welcome and Worship 

Worship was led by Sue Lauzon-MacDonald, Rosemary Ingraham and Norma Bell based on Proverbs 
4:23 and Mark 1: 12-13.  This time of worship encouraged us to listen to our “heart language” and our 
intentions: our intention to stay connected to one another, and our intention to remain connected to the 
intention Jesus lived out in chaotic, stressful, noisy times.  

Call to Order, Acknowledgement of Treaty 7, Welcome 

Presbytery delegates were welcomed, the traditional lands on which the meeting was held were 
acknowledged, and the meeting called to order by acting Chairperson Brenda Watt at 10:02 AM.   

Announcements, Celebrations and Milestones 

Brenda Watt noted that Ray Goodship, Julia Kimmett and Pamela Scott are all on sabbatical, 
and our wishes for health and sabbath time go with them.  She also noted that this June, as we 
approach Indigenous Peoples’ day, we do so at the 20th anniversary of the United Church of 
Canada’s second apology to Indigenous People – the apology regarding Residential Schools.  

Mary Shearer highlighted the Alvin Dixon run, coming up at General Council 43 (GC43), and 
invited Presbyters to sponsor this and spread the word.  Mary, Murray Speer and Kathy 
Yamashita will be at GC43 and will be participating in this event.  

Greg Wooley informed the court of recent deaths in our community: Eleanore Tribe’s husband, 
Ed; Susan Wilkinson-Matticks’ brother, Al; and Rev. John Snyder, who served many years at 
Strathmore United Church.  Our sympathy is with all who bear these losses.   

Celebrating Small Churches – update 

Irene Milton invited all to “hold the date”- Saturday, October 27, 2018 from 10 am  to 4 pm at 
Red Deer Lake Community Hall, for this year’s “Celebrating Small Churches” event.  As always, 
participants can self-identify as to whether their congregation is “small”, and all are welcome. 
Christine Jarrett, who works with EDGE in Winnipeg in the area of rural ministry animation, will 
be among the presenters.  This year’s event does conflict with the Calgary Presbytery Learning 
Day, but this conflict was discovered too late in the planning process to change the date. 

Guest: Conference President 

Dr. Kathy Yamashita was welcomed to the court, and she shared her family’s story, and the 
story of Japanese Canadians as related to the Government of Canada and the United Church of 
Canada. In 1941, Japanese Canadians were rounded up, first to the PNE grounds in 
Vancouver, then to relocation camps in the interior of BC reflecting not only the realities of war 
but also the long-standing racism which they had experienced. Their leaders were separately 
relocated to road camps in northern BC.   

The United Church Moderator at the time visited a camp and spoke out about this situation, 
which caused the Government to clamp down on such visits. At the same time, the long-
standing Japanese United Church in Vancouver and all its contents (including personal effects 
of some parishioners) got dispersed to other people.  

Eventually, interned Japanese Canadians could accept voluntary deportation to Japan, or they 
could relocate to sugar-beet farms in Southern Alberta if they chose to do so, which is when 
Kathy’s family came to Alberta. Parkview United Church, Vauxhall, was a “very accepting” 
Church home to them.    

At present, the three largest Japanese Canadian populations are in Toronto, Vancouver (a small 
population by comparison to the thriving pre-WWII community), and…southern Alberta.  
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Divisions and Lunch 

Division meetings were held, followed by a pot-luck lunch.  Salads and ice cream toppings were 
provided by delegates, and BBQ main course was provided by Congregation and Mission Development 
Division.   Thanks were expressed to all involved, to Prairie Winds Pastoral Charge for hosting the 
meeting, and to Sue Lauzon-MacDonald and team for an inspiring opening worship.  

BUSINESS MEETING  

Chairperson Brenda Watt called the Business Meeting to order at 1:00 PM.  

MOTION:  Sandra Farr-Jones/Gord Hunter 2018-001 

That all non-members present be made corresponding members for the meeting. CARRIED. 

One addition was made to the order paper: a time of recollection and thanksgiving, led by Stewardship 
Division, will be added to the end of the day’s agenda.  

MOTION:  Joyce Cook/Irene Milton 2018-002 

 That the Order Paper be approved as revised. CARRIED. 

MOTION: Lynda Arnold/Sandra Farr-Jones 2018-003 

That the minutes of the March 20, 2018 meeting be adopted as distributed.  CARRIED. 

Minutes of the April 24, 2018 Presbytery Executive meetings were received for information.  

Chairperson’s Report – Brenda Watt 

Brenda Watt reported on the 2018 meeting of ANW Conference – see Appendix I.  Some highlights 
included Kathy Yamashita’s chairing of the meeting, Julia Kimmett’s outstanding sermon, and the 
transparency of a court willing to say “I don’t’ know” how everything is going to work in the new 
structures. All three proposals from Foothills Presbytery are being transmitted, with concurrence, to 
General Council.  

Brenda also shared a letter received from Leonard Ling, speaking of his long-standing 
connection with and gratitude for this Presbytery and its predecessor, High River Presbytery.   
Leonard and Lois will be celebrating their 65th anniversary this fall.  Thanks were also expressed 
for the thank-you notes that Treasurer Jim Litchfield regularly includes when sending out 
reimbursement cheques.  

Recording and Correspondence Secretary's Report – Greg Wooley 

Three pieces of information were shared by Greg Wooley, along with two motions: 

• A heartfelt thank-you card was received from Matthew Heesing, in response to the 
financial and personal support offered by Presbytery as he returns to seminary this 
summer.  

• Important decisions and motions will be made in coming months, deciding which records 
are still “current” and to be transferred to Region 3, and which records are to be 
regarded as “archival” and transferred to Archives.  This work will be coordinated with 
the Divisions of Presbytery through the Executive.  The Presbytery Minutes for 2015-
2018 were reviewed and approved at Conference.  

• Rev Dr Stephen Harper, who was ordained at Conference this year, has done a paper 
for Calgary Presbytery entitled “The Art of Clusters”, and has given permission for it to 
be shared as needed. This document will be emailed to each Pastoral Charge. 
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MOTION: Greg Wooley/Susan Lukey 2018-004 

that quorum for Foothills Presbytery for the remainder of 2018 be defined as one-fifth of 
members, plus one, including one-third of those present being Ministry Personnel and one-third 
of those present being lay members other than Designated Lay Ministers. CARRIED 

MOTION: Greg Wooley/Murray Speer 2018-005 

That these be the Foothills Presbytery Meeting Dates for the remainder of 2018: 
Presbytery Meetings on September 25 at Ralph Connor Memorial United Church, 
Canmore, and on November 27 at St. Andrew’s United Church, Cochrane;  
Executive Teleconferences on September 4, October 23 and December 11.  CARRIED  

Business Arising: none 

 

Division Reports:  

MINISTRY SUPPORT 

Pastoral Relations and Pastoral Oversight – Murray Speer 

MOTION: Murray Speer/Irene Milton – 2018-006 

That we clarify the mandate of the Acme Commission as: overseeing the Memorandum 
of Understanding/Agreement with Three Hills Pastoral Charge for as long as the 
memorandum is in place. CARRIED 

MOTION: Lynda Arnold/Murray Speer - 2018-007 

That we declare Rita Cattell, Order of Ministry (retired), eligible for appointment for the 
period July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019. CARRIED 

MOTION: Lynda Arnold/Murray Speer – 2018-008 

That we appoint Rita Cattell, Order of Ministry Category F, as full-time retired supply to 
Balzac Pastoral Charge for the term July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019 at the following 
annual terms: administrative assistance 5 hours per week, salary at grid minimum plus 
$420, telephone $360, Continuing Education $1,425, for total remuneration of $66,195.  
In addition, in the event that a leave of absence is required, one week of paid leave will 
be granted for the leave to be assessed for further steps as defined in the addendum. 
CARRIED 

MOTION: Lynda Arnold/Irene Milton - 2018-009 

That we declare Henry Friesen, Order of Ministry (retired), eligible for appointment for 
the period July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019.  CARRIED 

MOTION: Lois Irvine/Donalda Ledene - 2018-010 

That we declare Susan Wilkinson-Matticks, Designated Lay Minister (retired), eligible for 
appointment for the period July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019. CARRIED 

MOTION: Lois Irvine/Donalda Ledene - 2018-011 

That we appoint Susan Wilkinson-Matticks, DLM category F, as retired supply to  
Nanton-Cayley Pastoral Charge on the basis of 30 hours per week at the following 
annual terms: administrative assistance of four hours per week, salary minimum plus 
4%, telephone $800, Continuing Education $1,050, travel reimbursement $0.54 per 
kilometre, total remuneration $47,630. CARRIED 
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MOTION: Susan Wilkinson-Matticks/Murray Speer 2018-012 

That we declare Gordon Hunter, Designated Lay Minister (retired), eligible for 
appointment for the period July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019. CARRIED 

MOTION: Susan Wilkinson-Matticks/Murray Speer 2018-013 

That we appoint Gordon Hunter, DLM category D, as retired supply to Rockyford 
Pastoral Charge for the term July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019 on the basis of 6 hours per 
week at the following annual terms: salary at grid minimum, telephone $1,080, 
Continuing Education $440, total remuneration $9,365. CARRIED 

MOTION: Irene Milton/Henry Friesen 2018-014 

That Rev. Shelley Lavenne be retained on the roll of Foothills Presbytery for the period July 1, 
2018 to June 30, 2019. CARRIED 

Ralph Connor Memorial, Canmore has informed Presbytery that they have approved a sabbatical leave 
for Greg Wooley, from February 1, 2019 to April 30, 2019.   

Murray Speer expressed thanks to pastoral charges for sending him their annual reports – these 
will be processed soon by Murray and others in the Division.  Thanks were also expressed to 
congregations who have submitted self-assessment reports;  ideally, these will be looked at in 
time for the September meeting.  

Education & Students - Irene Milton 

Irene Milton reported on the E&S bursary funds presented to Matthew Heesing while we were at 
the ANW Conference meeting.  He leaves this week to resume his studies at AST.  

MOTION:  Susan Wilkinson-Matticks/Lynda Arnold 2018-015 

that Foothills Presbytery license the following people as Licensed Lay Worship Leaders for the 
period of July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019: Rosemary Ingraham of Arrowwood, Norma Bell of 
Vulcan, Julie Reynolds of Acme and Irene Milton of Blackie-Gladys. CARRIED 

STEWARDSHIP 

Treasurer - Jim Litchfield 

Jim Litchfield noted the grace and good humour of president Kathy Yamashita at the recent 
meeting of ANW Conference.  The financial reports are a bit briefer this time, focusing not only 
on the numbers but on the story they tell. The key report is the balance sheet, which will 
become more and more important to us as we come closer to transitioning to “our new selves” 
in the new year.  This report details the activity of our numerous accounts.  

Within the balance sheet, the Education & Students number is projected to year-end; the 
Congregation and Mission Development learning fund is also projected to year-end.  Most of the 
other accounts in the balance sheet aren’t expected to change unless we change them by 
motion.  

Brenda Watt expressed gratitude for Jim’s time and kindness – truly a steward of relationships. 

Appeals and Grants - Joyce Cook for Norma Bell 

Joyce Cook noted that Canmore (Young Adult Network) and High River (social media and 
communication) both asked for $10,000 and both received $15,000 in Mission Transition grants.  
These were the only two grant applications submitted. 
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Joyce also reported that on September 11 there will be a retired ministers’ lunch, at Mr. Mike’s 
in High River. Invitations will be distributed via their community’s pastoral charge.  

M&S - Sue Lauzon-MacDonald   

Sue reminded all to keep remembering M&S as we engage in transition.  Projects committed to 
mission and service do a beautiful thing in the world.  We are encouraged to talk about M&S 
and encourage its support, for it does good work on our behalf; we can’t be there ourselves but 
our dollars can.   

Brenda Watt expressed that she is grateful for our Presbytery’s leadership.  We are not 
attempting to spend money as fast as we can prior to the transition to a new structure, but rather 
are committed to strengthening who we are as a region moving forward.  On our behalf, our 
stewardship division is showing gratitude, generosity and a desire to share.  

CONGREGATION & MISSION DEVELOPMENT - Sue Lauzon-MacDonald 

• The learning fund has provided grants to two individuals for specialized learning.  

• The John Pentland event will be rescheduled; we are hoping for November in Cochrane.  

• The Inspirational Fair for Children’s and Youth Ministry will be on September 29 at High 
River United Church.  Theme speaker is Susan Lukey, and Worship leader is Matthew 
Heesing.  Watch for registration, coming over the summer. Thank you to everyone 
involved for assisting  with the planning, and for everyone’s willingness to share their 
time and talents.   

• Canyon Church update.  Next year is the 75th anniversary of this camp.  A three year 
lease has been granted, and they are still accepting donations for rebuilding.   

• A Presbytery Celebration is being planned for January 2019, in the season of Epiphany. 
Watch for details as the planning unfolds.  

• CMD Division organized the lunch today.  It’s always fun to share with a special guest! 

STRONG PUBLIC WITNESS – Eileen McMorris for Allan Buckingham 

Eileen McMorris reported. Kathy Yamashita joined the division meeting today, as they 
discussed how to offer leadership while learning about Truth and Reconciliation. In Canmore, 
Mary Shearer and the local Living Into Right Relations (LIRR) group has worked hard to make 
connections with Morley and with KAIROS, organizing a south Alberta facilitator training for the 
KAIROS Blanket Exercise.  This will be held on a weekend in September, with hopes for equal 
numbers of indigenous and settler participants.  B&B will be provided for participants.  

The Truth & Reconciliation Discovery Box will continue with region 3.  There is quite a bit of 
extra/duplicate material which can be picked up today and taken home.  The hope is still that 
each community of faith will have one or two LIRR witnesses, to assist the Church in making 
steps toward understanding the truth of history and moving forward in reconciliation.  

Thanks were expressed by Brenda Watt to Eileen for facilitating the “New Blood” presentation in 
Calgary this past April.   

UCW and Conference UCW – Barbara Davison 

See Appendix II.  Barbara Davison reported on the April gathering in Vulcan, and the invitation 
received by her and Margery Wright to attend a national gathering this September in 
Mississauga.  

The UCW Presbyterial Report is being distributed directly to pastoral charges via manila 
envelopes to be picked up today.  

General Council 43 Commissioners – Murray Speer, Mary Shearer, Kathy Yamashita 
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Murray Speer reported that Allan Buckingham is chair of the GC 43 business committee.  
Commissioners will offer feedback on the topics to be considered priorities, with the top ten 
topics chosen as priorities.  Proposals on these topics will be fed in for discussion, while 
proposals on other topics  will be dealt with in a more summary manner, or referred for further 
discussion and actions.  Preparatory webinars are being held every Tuesday evening, from now 
until GC 43 meets.  

Kathy Yamashita noted that she will be walking in the Alvin Dixon fundraising event. She is 
looking forward to GC 43, and working hard to get ready.  

Our prayers and gratitude go with Murray, Mary and Allan. 

Planning Committee – Greg Wooley 

MOTION: Greg Wooley/David Robertson 2018-016  

That Mary Shearer be named a member of Presbytery Executive, effective September 1, 
2018.  CARRIED 

MOTION: David Robertson/Gord Hunter 2018-017 

That the reports be approved as presented. CARRIED 

Other Business: none 

Motion for the Powers 

MOTION: Wendy Kindzierski/Susan Wilkinson-Matticks 2018-018 

That the powers of Foothills Presbytery, routine and emergent, rest with the Executive, 
and the sub-Executive if necessary, until the next scheduled meeting of Presbytery, 
except in matters where the consent of the full court is required by the Manual.  
CARRIED. 

Giving Thanks for Foothills Presbytery – Stewardship Division 

Joyce Cook recounted the many projects and ministries supported over the years by Foothills 
Presbytery: where the funds came from and where they went to, accompanied by the witty 
observations of Jim Litchfield.   (these reflections will be circulated in future by Greg Wooley). 

As Jim has noted, “rural folks are non-wilty.”  This resilience will also move forward into our new 
structures.  

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:56 PM by Brenda Watt, with wishes for a fulfilling summer to 
renew souls and spirits with the playfulness and joy of summer.  Thanks were expressed in 
advance to our GC 43 Commissioners, and to Kathy Yamashita for spending the day with us.  

NEXT MEETINGS:   

Next Presbytery Meeting: September 25, 2018 at Ralph Connor Memorial UC, Canmore 

Next Presbytery Executive Conference Call: September 4, 2018 at 9:30 AM 

Inspiration Fair for Children's and Youth Ministry: Sept.29, High River UC, 10 AM-3:30 PM 

And in Oshawa, Ontario… Festival of Faith, July 21-22 and General Council 43,  July 21-27 

 

_____________________________  _______________________________________ 

Past-Chair, Brenda Watt Recording Secretary, Greg Wooley 
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APPENDIX I to June 12, 2018 minutes 

Chair’s Report – Foothills Presbytery, Brenda Watt (Acting Chair) 

Annual Meeting of A&NW Conference Report – May 10-13, 2018 in Sherwood Park 

Highlights: 

• Conference President Kathy Yamashita (SA Presbytery) presided 

• The Theme was: “Being Faithful in a time of Great Change” 

• Co-Executive Secretaries: Rev. Shannon McCarthy & Rev. Bill Doyle attended 
o Both gave summary reports on what is happening in the new church structure, 

including the formation of regions, various roles, responsibilities and functions 
within the structure.  There is still a lot that is not known at this time, so much of 
is still a work in progress.  Was very impressed with Shannon, but she will be the 
Executive Secretary for Region 2. 4 & 5.  Rev. Doug Goodwill will act as 
Executive Secretary for Regions 1 (BC) & 3 (South of Alberta Highway 13) 

• As an aside: The Commission for Region 3 (Made up of Chairs of Calgary, Foothills, 
South Alberta & part of Red Deer Presbytery, Commission Chair Helen Reed, along with 
President Kathy Yamashita and Executive Secretary Doug Goodwin will be held next 
week.  Some initial work has been done to set out an initial vision. (see below).  Ray 
Goodship is hoping to connect to the meeting as well, but internet tends to be spotty 
where he is. 

• Foothills Presbytery was credited as the only Presbytery that had “perfect attendance” 

• Moderator, The Right Reverend Jordan Cantwell was in full attendance and preached at 
the Celebration of Ministry Service on Sunday. (available on A&NW Conference 
YouTube) 

• Business portion of the meeting went well, one of the best experiences I have had.  We 
used the “clickers” to conduct our voting – like how easy the process is and having a 
sense of how the court is responding to the decision.  Very few proposals passed by a 
narrow margin. 

• 3 Proposals to General Council initiated from Foothills Presbytery were passed: 
o Disaster Assistance Strategy – High River United 
o Adding Line Numbers Basis of Union Song of Faith 
o Prioritizing Networks and Clusters 

• Moving tribute by Past President Paul Douglas Walfall to Conference Staff for their hard 
work and leadership 

• The Election of General Council Commissioners (Murray Speer, Mary Shearer) 

• Candidates for Moderator: Rev. Dr. Catherine McLean (Edmonton) and Rev. Donnalea 
Williams (from Fort McMurray) 

• Moving reflections: 
o  on personal experiences of Residential Schools 
o 30th Anniversary of the 1988 General Council decision not to discriminate on the 

basis of sexual orientation 
o 20th Anniversary of the 2nd Native Apology by The United Church of Canada – 

offered by Bill Phipps who was Moderator at the time  

• Our very own Julia Kimmett preached for opening worship on Saturday, May 12th, 

(available on ANW Conference site), reflecting on who we are as a denomination, which 
since 1925 has strived to be a “Head light rather than a tail light!” leading us to be bold 
and brave, to have hope in the present, rather than succumb to despair.  We don’t give 
up, we change:  it has to be radical, coming from bold, creative minds.  When the world 
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tears down, we build up.  We will extend to others a sense of belonging in beauty, we 
will seek truth from a variety of sources, including on-line.  Communities of faith will be 
about creating places and spaces where people are set free to experience what is 
already in their hearts: God’s law of radical generosity, expansive forgiveness, 
transformative justice, inexhaustible gratitude and extravagant love.  Transformed, 
enlightened people transform the world.  To be creative and imaginative.  Hope takes life 
on its own terms, and knows that whatever happens, God lives in it and expects that 
whatever its twists and turns, it will ultimately yield its good to those who live it well.  
Hope sends us dancing around dark corners, trusting in a tomorrow we cannot see.  
Hope says that God is waiting for us someplace else.  Begin again.  Are we ready to 
dance into the future to see what God has in store for us? 

 

Commission 3: a response to Doug Goodwin’s questions by Helen Reed… 

Hello Region 3 folk,  

I thought I would send my reflections on Doug's questions to everyone as we really haven't had 

an opportunity to meet each other and define how we might begin this new relationship as we 

plan for transformational change.  

1. Do you envision Region 3 to be a proactive, major force in the life of the UCC in 

Alberta... or will it be more a good, administrative body? 

I think that both of these things are possible. My hope is that we will enter into this with optimism 

and positivity. I hope that we will find ways to create closer relationships between the various 

Pastoral Charges/ Communities of Faith in the new structure, that we can find ways to jump out 

of our boxes to support and uphold each other.  

I also recognize that much of the beginning work of the Region will be to identify what 

Administrative responsibilities are ours and how we will fulfill those obligations in a fresh and 

timely manner.  

2. What are the major things you will want to ensure the Region is able to accomplish? 

Partnership, teamwork. A creation of a new body within our Region and Church that people will 

be able to leave their old 'Presbytery Identity' behind and find welcome and a new sense of 

belonging.  

3. Do you think the Region can draw from a strong, numerous volunteer base for some of 

its work... or not? 

I think that there are a lot of good folk with experience that will be able to form a strong resource 

for some of the work of the Region. At minimum, we are going to need strategically placed folk 

in many areas to work with JNACs and Searches. We may find in this transitional period that 

some we have relied on in the past will have decided to offer their service to the church in 

different ways, but there will be others who can bring their expertise to be shared.  
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4. In three years time who do you think will be the most appreciative that the Region has 

been around and working well? Who do you think the main beneficiaries of the work of 

the Region will be?  

I think that Communities of Faith will be the biggest beneficiaries. 

If we do our work well, my hope would be that the Communities of Faith l appreciate and 

experience a smoother bureaucratic progress. We know that there are legal papers etc. that 

need to be done and processes that need to be followed to ensure equity and justice and legal 

detail. My hope is that removing one layer of that and streamlining the next will reduce the 

frustrations currently experienced, making it easier for Communities of Faith to both be 

accountable but to follow the call of the spirit. 

I also hope that, if we are effective in our work, we will see more collaboration between 

Communities of Faith and partnering and sharing of ideas and resources.  

5. How much of the present Presbytery work do you anticipate the Region continuing?  

We will be the first contact and support for processes such as JNAC, Search, Land Titles etc. 

and also to guide through Pastoral Relations challenges (in cooperation with the Office of 

Vocation) 

My hope is that Presbyteries will be willing to offer us a list of priorities that they have identified 

as possible Regional 'projects' without tying our hands as to which ones we can accomplish or 

not.  

Everyone has a vested interest in their own passions, but, especially at the beginning of this 

adventure we, as Region, may not be able to immediately continue some of that work.  

It may well be that some of that partnering and cooperation may be necessary between 

Communities of Faith in certain areas of our Region will be needed to take on some those 

projects as a joint task.  

6. What present conference work do you hope is able to continue in Region 3? 

Support and knowledge of the network that makes us United Church. We cannot lose sight of 

the fact that we are one of many parts and that if we are to be a healthy church we must 

continue to function in partnership with each other.  

I think that the biggest challenge we are going to encounter is a balance between recognition of 

the need for change and resistance to change. Many of us are very comfortable with the folk we 

know and have worked with for a while. It is going to be different moving forward with new 

people and a few new ways of doing things. If we, at the beginning of the Regional formation, 

enter this with a positive attitude and a determination to make this work for the Region as a 

whole and not just our little corner of it, and we share that attitude with those who have place 

their trust in us then I think this will be an amazing experience to be part of. 
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APPENDIX II to June 12, 2018 minutes 
 

Foothills Presbyterial Report to Foothills Presbytery, June 2018. 

 

Foothills Presbyterial held their Annual Gathering in April, and about 20 ladies made the journey 
and attended in Vulcan.  Business was completed in the morning, the Executive was installed by 
a previous member of the Executive, and after a delicious lunch, we adjourned to the Sanctuary 
for our Worship Service, our Memorial Service and our Guest Speaker Joanne Bean, who spoke 
to us on the various ways of Spiritual Healing.  A wonderful informative speaker. 

I have attended a Sub-Executive meeting of Conference UCW and have been asked to attend 
the National UCW Gathering in Mississauga in September, along with our Conference UCW 
President, Margery Wright. 

A Day of Enrichment is being organized for the ladies of Foothill Presbyterial on October 13th and 
will be a workshop on the four parts of the UCW Purpose.  Registration Forms will be available, 
as we need to have numbers for this workshop. Please mark this on your calendars and come 
and join with others in study, with worship, fellowship and different kinds of service. 

In this time of change, it is sometimes good to have something stable to hold on to, and the UCW 
has been, is and will continue to be an anchor to ground us.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara Davison 

President of Foothills Presbyterial. 

 


