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FOOTHIILLS PRESBYTERY EXECUTIVE 
“Moving our Ministry ON…OUT…and into the community.” 

Teleconference, Tuesday, April 24, 2018 

Attendance:  Ray Goodship (Chairperson), Greg Wooley (Secretary), Allan Buckingham, 
Joyce Cook, Sue Lauzon-MacDonald, Jim Litchfield, Irene Milton, Murray Speer, Brenda 
Watt.  Absent: Norma Bell, Barbara Davison; Julia Kimmett and Pamela Scott are on 
sabbatical. A quorum was present. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Ray Goodship at 9:35 AM, and agenda 
items were gathered.   

Pastoral Relations 

MOTION: Murray Speer/Brenda Watt 2017-18-072 

That the appointment for Matthew Heesing, Student Supply at Diamond Valley Pastoral 
Charge, be increased from 0.5 FTE to 0.6 FTE. As with the original appointment, salary is 
minimum plus 10%, student step 2.  Revised amounts are $50,040 plus 10%, prorated at 0.6 
to $30,024 plus $3,002; telephone $600 and continuing education $1393 for an annual 
prorated total of $35,019.  The end date of this appointment remains January 31, 2019. 
CARRIED 

While such motions normally come to the floor of Presbytery, in this case there was no change to 
the terms of appointment, other than an increase in time to reflect time being spent on pastoral 
duties.  There was some concern expressed that this extra work time not interfere with Matthew’s 
studies, but this is being monitored by Education and Students and by his educational supervisor, 
David Robertson. 

Acme Commission 

Information relayed to Bill Doyle, Executive Secretary of ANW Conference, has confirmed that the 
Claresholm Commission has concluded its work.  The question was raised, as to whether the work 
of the Acme Commission will also conclude in 2018.  It appears that the work of this Commission 
has substantially been completed. Brenda Watt, who serves on the Commission and will remain as 
Pastoral Charge Supervisor, will bring forward a motion to the June meeting of Presbytery.  

Regional Council Transitional Commissions 

It has been confirmed to General Council that Ray Goodship is Foothills’ nominee to serve on the 
Regional Council #3 Transitional Commission.  When a Presbytery is split over more than one 
Regional Council, each segment has the opportunity to be represented on their Region’s 
Transitional Commission.  Rundle Memorial United Church, Banff, will be in Regional Council #1, 
and indicate that they will not need formal representation on that Region’s Transitional Commission. 
Both Murray Speer and Allan Buckingham will already have significant connection with the workings 
of General Council 43, and actions arising from GC43.  

Denominational Executive and Office of Vocations 

Today, April 24, is the deadline for individuals to express an interest in serving on the new 
Denominational Executive, or the Board/Office of Vocations.  At least one member of Foothills 
Presbytery has expressed an interest in this work.  

Quorum for Executive Meetings and composition of Executive 

A question was raised regarding quorum.  It was agreed that the same rules governing a regular 
meeting of Presbytery – see motion, 2017-18-004, June 6, 2017 - also apply to Executive.  With this 
being the case, in the summer of 2018, when three Order of Ministry members of Executive are on 
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sabbatical at the same time, it may be difficult to reach quorum unless an additional Order of 
Ministry member is appointed.  This will be discussed further by the Planning Committee, with a 
recommendation brought to the June meeting of Presbytery.  

It was also agreed that an invitation to join Executive be extended to Foothills’ Commissioners to 
General Council 43.  Murray Speer is our Order of Ministry nominee, and Mary Shearer is our Lay 
nominee.  This will be considered further at the June meeting of Presbytery.  

Treasurer’s Report 

Thanks were expressed to Treasurer Jim Litchfield for his financial reports shared in advance of this 
meeting, in particular the “Foothills Anecdotes” that will assist the Regional Council in interpreting 
the history and details of various funds that have been held by Foothills Presbytery. Jim invited 
assistance from a couple of people who would be willing to edit and further shape these notes. Greg 
Wooley has agreed to work with Jim on this.  

Minutes 

MOTION: Greg Wooley/Joyce Cook 2017-18-073 

That the Presbytery Executive Minutes from February 27, 2018 be adopted as presented.  
CARRIED 

Draft minutes of the March 20, 2018 Presbytery meeting have also been circulated, for information.  

Congregation and Mission Development 

Sue Lauzon-MacDonald reported on progress toward a Children/Youth Ministries event. It 
will be held on September 29, 2018 at High River United Church.  Promotional material is 
nearly ready to go and will be circulated soon.  

Grants and Appeals 

Joyce Cook brought forward information regarding a recent grant application: 

MOTION: Allan Buckingham/Brenda Watt 2017-18-074 

that Foothills Presbytery support the Mission Transition grant application by Ralph 
Connor Memorial United Church, for $10,000 toward the ongoing support of the 
Canmore Young Adult Network.  CARRIED 

Transition Checklist 

A transition checklist from General Council Office was referred to in Ray Goodship’s 
Chairperson’s report at the March 20th Presbytery meeting.  It was agreed that this list 
should be circulated by the Secretary of Presbytery, not only to the Divisions of Presbytery, 
but to Pastoral Charges, who may find pertinent items for them as well. 

ANW Conference meeting 

Joyce Cook reported that there was insufficient interest to book a bus to Conference.  It was 
noted that if a spouse wishes to attend the Celebration of Ministry banquet, their ticket cost 
will also be covered. Once a Foothills delegate list is received, it will be forwarded to Joyce 
and to Jim Litchfield, so they know how many expense forms to expect.  

June 11-12 in Vulcan 

A question has been raised regarding accommodations costs for the June 11-12 Presbytery 
events in Vulcan (educational event on the 11th followed by meeting on the 12th).  Requests 
for billets may be made to Sue Lauzon-MacDonald; it was agreed that there will be no 
reimbursement of hotel costs for this event.  
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Chairperson of Presbytery 

Past-Chairperson Brenda Watt will assume the Chair as Ray Goodship goes on sabbatical 
from June 3 until October 26, 2018.  Brenda will represent Foothills Presbytery at the 
October, 2018 meeting of ANW Conference Executive.  Those wishing to follow Ray’s 
progress as he cycles across Canada may do so through his Facebook page; he will be in 
Canmore on June 17th and Vulcan on June 21st.  

Transition Time at upcoming Presbytery meetings 

Plans for the first three Presbytery meetings in 2018 called for a “transition time” to help 
provide Presbyters with resources to facilitate the anticipated changes to Church 
governance structures.  Following the April 2018 meeting, it appears that exercises 
simulating Clusters/Networks have run their course for now – it is hard to wrap one’s mind 
around something that is not here yet.  The Planning Committee will do further work to 
determine how the June and September 2018 agendas will encourage communities of faith 
to take concrete steps toward clustering.  

There are already examples of clusters/networks functioning in our midst: 

• In Calgary Presbytery, some clusters are already being formed on a geographic 
basis, and these intend to invite nearby Foothills Presbytery congregations; a NW 
Calgary cluster has invited St. Andrew’s Cochrane to join with them.   

• Ralph Connor Memorial, Canmore, has started participating in the circle of Affirming 
Congregations in Calgary.  

• The Small Church initiative in Foothills Presbytery already functions as a 
cluster/network.  Because of another event on October 27th, a date change for their 
2018 gathering will be considered at their May 2nd planning meeting.  

• UCW is another already-established network.  

Police Record Checks 

Communication from Murray Speer to Ministry Personnel in Foothills Presbytery reminds 
them of the new Police Record Check procedures.  This was sent out because on a 
Conference-wide basis, only one-third of Ministry Personnel had sent in their PRCs.  

Ministry Site Assessments 

In coming weeks, a check-in will be sent to Pastoral Charges to determine their progress 
toward the Ministry Site Self-Assessment. 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:27 AM by Ray Goodship.  

NEXT MEETINGS:   

• ANW Conference meets May 10-13, 2018 in Sherwood Park, preceded by the 
Minister reCall, May 8-9 in Edmonton. 

• The next meeting of Foothills Presbytery will be held Tuesday, June 12, 2018 at 
Vulcan  United Church, preceded by an Educational Event on June 11.  

• Next Executive Teleconference will be in the summer, date to be confirmed.  

 

__________________________  _____________________________________ 

Chairperson, Ray Goodship Recording/Correspondence Secretary, Greg Wooley 


