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FOOTHILLS PRESBYTERY MINUTES 

“Moving our Ministry ON…OUT…and into the community.” 

Regular Meeting, Tuesday, March 20, 2018: Airdrie United Church, Airdrie, AB 

Present: ✓       Absent/Regrets:  

Ministry Personnel by Pastoral Charge   Elected Lay Presbyters by Town  

Acme Margaret Lange (RD Pbty.) ✓  Acme Susan Simpson ✓ 

Airdrie Eva Biederman ✓  Airdrie Wendy Kindzierski ✓ 

Balzac Rita Cattell ✓   Kathy Lind ✓ 

Banff Murray Speer ✓  Arrowwood Rosemary Ingraham ✓ 

Blackie-Gladys (see Nanton)   Balzac Ruth Unser ✓ 

Canmore Greg Wooley ✓  Banff Allan Buckingham ✓ 

Claresholm    Blackie   

Cochrane Ray Goodship ✓  Canmore Mary Shearer ✓ 

Crossfield Dave Crawford ✓  Claresholm   

Diamond Valley Matthew Heesing ✓  Cochrane Arlene Hepburn  

High River Susan Lukey ✓   Pat Hatfield  

 David Robertson   Crossfield Barb Code ✓ 

Irricana Ruth McArthur ✓  DeWinton Jean Burns ✓ 

Nanton-Cayley Susan Wilkinson-Matticks ✓  Gladys Irene Milton ✓ 

Okotoks-DeWinton Julia Kimmett ✓  High River Shirley Crawford ✓ 

Prairie Winds Sue MacDonald ✓   Marg Fenton ✓ 

Rockyford Gordon Hunter ✓   Bob Findlay ✓ 

Strathmore Pamela Scott ✓  Irricana Marilynn Poffenroth ✓ 

    Nanton Eleanore Tribe  

Retired/ Shirley Collard   Okotoks Lois Irvine  

Retained: Henry Friesen ✓   Stewart Thomas ✓ 

 Wally Fry ✓  Rockyford Lynda Arnold ✓ 

 Shelley Lavenne   Strathmore Donalda Ledene  

 Leonard Ling ✓   Charles Watson   

 Sherlee McGregor-McCuaig   Turner Valley Sandra Farr-Jones ✓ 

 Oliver Seward   Vulcan Joyce Cook ✓ 

 Don Watt      

    UCW Barbara Davison ✓ 

Guests: Angela Burford ✓     

 Bev Ink ✓  Retired DLM Brenda Watt ✓ 

       

    
Lay  

Members at 

Large 

Norma Bell ✓ 

    Bonar Hanson  

    Sandra Hanson  

    Jim Litchfield ✓ 

     Eileen McMorris  

     Olga Pollard  

---A QUORUM WAS PRESENT---  
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Welcome and Worship 

Worship was led by Eva Biederman, based on Mark 11: 1-11.  Eva related her experiences at the “Why 
Christian?” event recently held at Duke University, and the way Jesus walks with and for us in places 
where we are dismissed or misunderstood.    

Call to Order, Acknowledgement of Treaty 7, Welcome 

Presbytery delegates were welcomed, the traditional lands on which the meeting was held were 
acknowledged, and the meeting called to order by Chairperson Ray Goodship at 10:12 AM.   

Celebrations and Announcements 

Coming Events were noted: 

• High River United Church celebrates 21 years of healing ministry with a Day of Renewal 
and Celebration for Healers – Saturday, June 9th, featuring Rochelle Graham.  

• Arrowwood United Church is hosting a Canadian Foodgrains Bank event on April 8th.  

• Airdrie United Church is hosting a Great Plains concert on March 26th.  

• Rundle Memorial United Church in Banff is exploring the sponsorship of refugees from 
Pakistan.   

Opening Motions 

MOTION:  Susan Lukey/Julia Kimmett 2017-18-059 

That all non-members present be made corresponding members for the meeting. CARRIED. 

MOTION:  Pamela Scott/Brenda Watt 2017-18-060 

 That the Order Paper be approved as circulated. CARRIED. 

Nomination of General Council Commissioners 

Foothills Presbytery has the ability to nominate two General Council Commissioners: one Order of 
Ministry, one Lay.  These nominations are then forwarded to Alberta Northwest Conference, which will 
determine its overall list of Commissioners at its meeting in May.  Candidates for these nominations 
were given five minutes each to speak to Presbytery, followed by a question/answer time: 

• Murray Speer (Order of Ministry), nominated by Julia Kimmett 

• Susan Simpson (Lay), nominated by Rita Cattell 

• Mary Shearer (Lay), nominated by Sue MacDonald.  

Voting was held later in the meeting.  

Preparing for Transition: a group exercise regarding Clusters 

Pending the decisions of General Council 43, it is anticipated that Clusters and Networks will be part of 
our Church structures, starting January 1, 2019.  The United Church of Canada web page regarding 
Clusters and Networks, http://www.united-church.ca/news/clarity-clusters-and-networks  suggests five 
areas around which Clusters might form: worship, mission, learning, collegiality, and strategic planning.   

Five tables were available, one for each of these five areas, and Presbyters had an opportunity to spend 
15 minutes at three of the five tables, of their own choosing.  Participants were encouraged to write their 
thoughts/hopes about that Cluster area on flipchart sheets on the table-tops.  At the end of the exercise 
these notes were collated, and are appended to these minutes as Appendix I.  

 

http://www.united-church.ca/news/clarity-clusters-and-networks
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Lunch and Division meetings 

The meeting went into recess at 11:30 AM for lunch and Division meetings.  

Business meeting resumes 

Chairperson Ray Goodship called the Business Meeting back to order at 1:00 PM.  

MOTION: Greg Wooley/Bob Findlay 2017-18-061 

That the minutes of the January 23, 2018 meeting be adopted as distributed.  CARRIED. 

Minutes of the February 27, 2018 Presbytery Executive meeting were received for information.  

Chairperson’s Report – Ray Goodship 

The March 12-13, 2018 Conference Executive meeting discussed many of the pending changes to 
Church structures and practices.  Although the current structures will cease to exist and will not have 
authority to act, the work of the Church continues and many of us will be asked to continue to lead as we 
move into the new structures. Regional Commissions will be set up in the fall of this year to take their 
respective Regions through the transition phase until a duly elected Council can be elected by the full 
body.  It has been proposed that Region 1 (BC) and Region 3 (Southern Alberta) will share an Executive 
Minister, whose terms of reference are in process.  

The full Chairperson’s report is appended to these minutes as Appendix II.  

MOTION: Brenda Watt/Sue MacDonald 2017-18-062 

That we affirm the leadership of Rev. Ray Goodship, and request that he represent 
Foothills Presbytery on the Regional Commission.  CARRIED. 

Recording and Correspondence Secretary's Report – Greg Wooley 

• Registration is now open for both the Conference Meeting and the Minister reCall.  Registrations 
will be received online or by phone; there is no paper option this year.  

• The results of voting for Remit 6, “One Order of Ministry,” have been announced. The majority of 
Presbyteries and Pastoral Charges voted against Remit 6: 

o Presbyteries: 84 eligible; 26 yes, 50 no, 8 did not vote.  

o Pastoral Charges: 2,134 eligible; 713 yes, 950 no, 471 did not vote.  

• As directed, correspondence has been sent, by email and letter mail, to Canyon Church Camp, 
indicating that funds have been set aside by Foothills Presbytery if and when they are requested 
by the Canyon Church Camp Board.  

• In addition, numerous items from Conference and General Council have been circulated to 
Presbyters and/or Divisions, as received.  

Business Arising: none 

Elections of Foothills Presbytery Nominees as General Council Commissioners 

No other nominations were received for these positions.  

MOTION: Allan Buckingham/Susan Lukey 2017-18-063 

That nominations close.  CARRIED. 

Murray Speer was declared elected as Order of Ministry nominee.  An election was held by 
paper ballot for the Lay nominee, and Mary Shearer was declared elected, with thanks to Susan 
Simpson for standing for election.   
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Division Reports:  

MINISTRY SUPPORT 

Pastoral Relations - Pamela Scott 

Word has been received that Three Hills and Acme are in the process of being approved as a 
Learning Site.  

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Lynda Arnold 2017-18-064 

That Henry Friesen be appointed to Claresholm United Church, for the periods of April 1, 2018 to 
June 30, 2018 and July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019, under the following terms: 10 hours per week, 
cost of living group 2, increment level F, salary (pro-rated) $14, 219.75 + $2,400., telephone 
$180.00, continuing education $350.00, total $17,149.75. Administrative Assistance is defined as 
8 hours per week. CARRIED 

Pastoral Oversight – Murray Speer 

There are two reminders, and one motion:  

• Pastoral Charges are asked to email their Annual Report to Murray; paper copies are acceptable 
as well.  

• Any Pastoral Charge wishing to have the United Church handbooks (referenced in the Ministry 
Site Self-Evaluation tool) printed at Presbytery’s expense, please speak to Murray.   

MOTION: Murray Speer/Julia Kimmett 2017-18-065 

That the Commission of the Claresholm United Church be dissolved immediately, with 
thanks to the Commission for its work.  CARRIED. 

It is noted that Susan Wilkinson-Matticks’ work as Pastoral Charge Supervisor at Claresholm now 
concludes, with Henry Friesen’s appointment taking effect in April.  

Education & Students - Irene Milton 

The Conference Education & Students committee continues to participate in conference calls.  Two 
candidates will be ordained by ANW Conference in May of 2018, and arrangements are in place for the 
candidates still “in process” in 2019 to be taken care of.  

STEWARDSHIP 

Treasurer - Jim Litchfield 

Financial statements were distributed in advance of today’s meeting, and no questions arose.  

Work continues on planning the wind-down of Presbytery’s financial affairs, in anticipation of December 
31, 2018.  Some form of “repository” will be needed to hold funds for things that cannot be dispatched by 
December 31st.  

In the discussion that ensued, the court was reminded that Regional Councils will honour designated 
funds, and it was confirmed that the Regional Commissions (which begin their work this fall to assist with 
transition tasks) will be named by General Council, who are aware of the complexity of the tasks – 
including financial tasks - facing the courts of the Church.  

Appeals & Grants – Norma Bell 

MOTION: Norma Bell/Mary Shearer 2017-18-066 

That the Mission Transition Fund grant application, for $15,000 for High River United 
Church, be approved. CARRIED. 
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This grant will help High River United Church to take the next steps in usage of social media 
and other communications tools, to support their congregation and community.  

Stewardship - Joyce Cook 

Discussion was held regarding High River United Church’s desire for Presbytery funding to continue its 
“Rhythms of the Spirit/Rhythms of the Heart” music workshop series beyond 2018.  Further discussion 
will take place on this matter.  

Regarding reimbursements and other arrangements for the Minister reCall and Conference meetings: 
please submit Registration, Meal, Travel and Hotel Accommodation expenses to Jim Litchfield for 
reimbursement.  Order of Ministry personnel wishing to attend the Celebration of Ministry banquet may 
also have those expenses reimbursed.  Anyone wishing to take a bus to Conference, please let Joyce 
know by April 10th, so that the viability of arranging this may be determined.  

M&S - Sue Lauzon-MacDonald   

No report, other than... “keep on giving!” 

CONGREGATION & MISSION DEVELOPMENT - Sue Lauzon-MacDonald 

• Solace Grief Support Society has requested funding.  The Division determined that such 
funding is outside the boundaries of our policy, but invites the Foothills Presbytery 
community to consider funding this from individual congregations.  

• Six Camp Scholarships will be distributed.  All of the applicants are from Balzac United 
Church – congratulations! 

• the Learning Fund has received a request to fund a Counsellor-in-training experience at 
Camp Kasota West.  

• On June 11 in Vulcan, John Pentland will be presenting part B of his “Fishing Tips” 
presentation, entitled “Building Connections.”  Conversation one begins at 4:30 PM, 
followed by supper, then Conversation two.  The possibility of billets is being looked into; 
watch for further registration information. Cost, for supper, will be $15.00.   

•  The event for Leaders of Youth & Children will be in High River on September 29th, 
details to follow.  

• The GO project - an outreach ministry for children and youth at several sites in Canada – 
has posted its information at http://www.thegoproject.ca/  

• Canyon Church Camp has been granted a three year lease by the Federal Government.  
More information is forthcoming. 

STRONG PUBLIC WITNESS – Marg Fenton, reporting for Allan Buckingham 

• On April 13, the “New Blood” performance will be happening in Calgary.  Tickets are still 
available for this performance.  

• High River United Church is bringing forward a Proposal to General Council regarding Disaster 
Assistance Strategy (see motion 2017-18-068, later in these minutes). 

• the “Awkward Conversations” event, focusing on racism, was held in Edmonton last October.   
 

Planning Committee – Allan Buckingham  
June’s Presbytery meeting will be in Vulcan, and November’s will be in Cochrane.  A tentative location 
has been arranged for the September meeting, to be confirmed soon.  

General Council 42 Commissioners – Allan Buckingham, Julia Kimmett, Barbara Davison 
The Remits are now done, so the energy is now moving forward to General Council 43.  

 

http://www.thegoproject.ca/
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UCW and Conference UCW – Barbara Davison 

Foothills Presbyterial has been busy, organizing the AGM to be held last Wednesday in Vulcan.  Due to 
the weather warning it was cancelled and re-scheduled for April 5th.  Same venue (Vulcan United 
Church), same speaker (Joanne Bean), just a different date. 

Plans are being worked out for the Conference UCW Annual Gathering to be held at the FCJ Centre in 
Calgary, April 12th – 14th.  Those in attendance will be driven or will drive to Foothills Mennonite Church 
in the North West of Calgary, for a performance of “New Blood: A Story of Reconciliation” This 
performance is open to the public and tickets are available.  There will be three speakers in the General 
Meeting part of the Gathering and with at least two being indigenous people, the theme of the meeting 
“Reconcile and Make New” is further discussion on this part of the New Creed. 

Further information on the Conference Meeting together with information from the National church and 
National UCW, is enclosed in the envelopes for distribution to the churches in the Foothills Presbytery 
area, and are intended for the women of the church, either through UCW groups or Alternate Women’s 
Groups.  

A sad matter to report, that Doreen Krueger, a faithful member of UCW from Stavely passed away very 
suddenly in February.  Doreen had been very involved with her church unit, Presbyterial and as 
treasurer for many years for Conference UCW.  She will be missed by many people.  

Reports 

MOTION: Murray Speer/Lynda Arnold 2017-18-067 

that the Committee Reports be received.   CARRIED  

Other Business: Proposals to Conference and General Council 

Three Proposals were brought before the court.   
The full text of these Proposals are appended to the Minutes, as noted.  

A. Disaster Assistance Strategy (see Appendix III) 

MOTION: Susan Lukey/Bob Findlay 2017-18-068 

that Foothills Presbytery agree with the proposal to General Council 43, “Disaster Assistance 
Strategy,” and pass it on to ANW Conference. CARRIED  

Originating at High River United Church, this proposal asks that General Council 43 “direct the formation 
of an intentional strategy to offer ongoing emotional and spiritual support to United Church of Canada 
ministry personnel and key community of faith leaders in areas affected by natural or human-caused 
disasters, as these people offer care to their congregations and broader communities post-disaster.” 

B. Prioritizing Formation of Clusters and Networks – Proposal to General Council 43  
(see Appendix IV) 

MOTION: Murray Speer/Mary Shearer 2017-18-069 

that Foothills Presbytery agree with the proposal to General Council 43, “Prioritizing Formation of 
Clusters and Networks,” and pass it on to ANW Conference.  CARRIED  

Originating within Foothills Presbytery, via the Ministry Support Division, this proposal requests that 
General Council 43 “(a) affirm that clusters and networks will be central to living out our faith in the 
Three-Council Model, and essential to a healthy transition to the Three-Council Model, and (b) instruct 
the General Council Executive and the Councils of the new model to develop a strategy that prioritizes 
the formation of clusters and networks beyond simply encouragement for their formation, including 
incentivizing their creation and facilitating communication during the period of experimentation, and  
 



Foothills Presbytery, March 20, 2018   2017-2018| 45 
 
 

 

(c) establish an expectation that each community of faith will engage in the period of experimentation by 
forming or joining at least one cluster or network.”  

C. Adding Line Numbers to Section 2.6 of the Basis of Union ‘A Song of Faith’ – Proposal to 
General Council 43 (see Appendix V) 

MOTION: Murray Speer/Irene Milton 2017-18-070 

that Foothills Presbytery agree with the proposal to General Council 43, “Adding Line Numbers 
to Section 2.6 of the Basis of Union ‘A Song of Faith,’” and pass it on to ANW Conference.  
CARRIED  

Originating within Foothills Presbytery, this proposal requests that General Council 43 “amend the Basis 
of Union by adding line numbers in the margin of Section 2.6 ‘A Song of Faith’ in future editions of the 
Manual, so as to increase its usability in devotional and instructional applications.”  

Motion for the Powers 

MOTION: Lynda Arnold/Bob Findlay 2017-18-071 

That the powers of Foothills Presbytery, routine and emergent, rest with the Executive, 
and the sub-Executive if necessary, until the next scheduled meeting of Presbytery, 
except in matters where the consent of the full court is required by the Manual.  
CARRIED. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:25 PM.  Our final few meetings as a Presbytery will end with 
times of thanksgiving, and today’s meeting closed with the following reflection: 

Giving Thanks for Foothills Presbytery – Brenda Watt 

Brenda Watt reflected on her pride at the courageous leadership, tenacity, and commitment to doing the 
right thing shown by Foothills Presbytery, even in stressful times.  Who we have been, and who we are, 
are cherished memories.  

NEXT MEETINGS:   

• The next meeting of Foothills Presbytery will be held Tuesday, June 12, 2018, at Vulcan 
United Church, with a pre-meeting Educational Event on June 11.  

• The next Executive teleconference will be Tuesday, April 24, 2018 at 9:30 AM.  

• Minister reCall is May 8-9, 2018 in Edmonton; ANW Conference meets May 10-13, 2018 
in Sherwood Park.  

 

 

_____________________________  _______________________________________ 

Chair, Ray Goodship Recording Secretary, Greg Wooley 

 

 


