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FOOTHILLS PRESBYTERY MINUTES 

“Moving our Ministry ON…OUT…and into the community.” 

Regular Meeting, Tuesday, January 23, 2018: United Church in the Valley, Turner Valley, AB 

Present: ✓       Absent/Regrets:  

Ministry Personnel by Pastoral Charge 
  

Elected Lay Presbyters by Town 
 

Acme Jean Udall (RD Pbty)   Acme Susan Simpson ✓ 

Airdrie Eva Biederman ✓  Airdrie Wendy Kindzierski ✓ 

Balzac Rita Cattell ✓   Kathy Lind  

Banff Murray Speer ✓  Arrowwood Rosemary Ingraham ✓ 

Blackie-Gladys (see Nanton)   Balzac Ruth Unser ✓ 

Canmore Greg Wooley ✓  Banff Allan Buckingham ✓ 

Claresholm    Blackie   

Cochrane Ray Goodship ✓  Canmore Mary Shearer  

Crossfield Dave Crawford    Margaret Claveau (Alt) ✓ 

Diamond Valley Matthew Heesing ✓  Claresholm   

High River Susan Lukey ✓  Cochrane Arlene Hepburn ✓ 

 David Robertson ✓   Pat Hatfield  

Irricana Ruth McArthur   Crossfield Barb Code  

Nanton-Cayley Susan Wilkinson-Matticks ✓  De Winton Brent Ellenton ✓ 

Okotoks-DeWinton Julia Kimmett ✓  Gladys Irene Milton ✓ 

Prairie Winds Sue MacDonald ✓  High River Shirley Crawford ✓ 

Rockyford Gordon Hunter    Marg Fenton ✓ 

Strathmore Pamela Scott ✓   Bob Findlay ✓ 

    Irricana Marilynn Poffenroth  

Retired/ Shirley Collard   Nanton Eleanore Tribe  

Retained: Henry Friesen ✓  Okotoks Lois Irvine ✓ 

 Wally Fry ✓   Stewart Thomas ✓ 

 Shelley Den Haan ✓  Rockyford Lynda Arnold ✓ 

 Leonard Ling   Strathmore Donalda Ledene  

 Sherlee McGregor-McCuaig    Charles Watson  ✓ 

 Oliver Seward    Art Eeles (alt.)  

 Don Watt   Turner Valley Sandra Farr-Jones ✓ 

    Vulcan Joyce Cook ✓ 

    UCW Barbara Davison  

    Retired DLM Brenda Watt ✓ 

       

Guests:    
Lay  

Members at 

Large 

Norma Bell  

    Bonar Hanson  

    Sandra Hanson  

    Jim Litchfield ✓ 

     Eileen McMorris ✓ 

     Olga Pollard  

---A QUORUM WAS PRESENT---  
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Welcome and Worship 

The day began with Worship led by Matthew Heesing and a worship team from Turner Valley, based on 
Mark 5:1-20.  Christ continues to question our sources of pain today – and encourages us to talk to one 
another about our pain and our hopes for health and healing, as members of the body of Christ.   

BUSINESS MEETING 

Call to Order, Acknowledgement of Treaty 7, Welcome and Introductions 

Presbytery delegates were welcomed, the traditional lands on which the meeting was held were 
acknowledged, and the business meeting called to order by Chairperson Ray Goodship at 10:10 
AM.  The court welcomed Brent Ellenton, lay representative from De Winton.   

MOTION: David Robertson/Bob Findlay 2017-18-049 

That all non-members present be given corresponding status for the meeting. CARRIED 

MOTION: Joyce Cook/Rosemary Ingraham 2017-18-050 

That the Order Paper be approved as presented.  CARRIED 

Remit 6 - Allan Buckingham   

The question for Remit 6 was read to the court:  

“At present there is one order of ministry that is made up of ordained ministers, ordained to 
word, sacrament and pastoral care, and diaconal ministers, commissioned to education, 
service and pastoral care. There is also a category of ministry made up of those who are 
recognized as designated lay ministers following successful completion of a specific program 
of study. 
“Does the presbytery agree that there should be one new order of ministry encompassing the 
present categories of recognized designated lay ministers, diaconal ministers, and ordained 
ministers, with ordination to the ministry of word, sacrament, education, service and pastoral 
care as the single rite of entry, and with provision for the continued identity of the diakonia 
within the ordained ministry?” 

Time was given for final comments on this matter, and voting was held by secret ballot.   

VOTING RESULTS: A clear majority voted in favour of Remit 6. A “Yes” ballot will be submitted on 
behalf of Foothills Presbytery. 

Preparing for Transition: a group exercise on clusters and networks – Ray Goodship 

As a simulation of gathering in Clusters, the court was divided into four geographic groupings and asked 
to discuss how the geography of each community impacts the shape of its ministry.  The recent proposal 
of the Boundaries Commission, with all of Foothills Presbytery landing within Region 4 (South Alberta), 
was also given to the Cluster groups to discuss.  

A brief plenary session followed.  It may take some time for Clusters and Networks to form, as people 
will likely need to experience a sense of loss/absence for awhile before seeking these connections, and 
will need to identify specific reasons to get together.   Financial and human resources will be needed to 
assist the development of clusters, and we will need to consider the best way to mobilize these 
resources while we still exist as a Presbytery.  The importance of a “good ending” was also noted as we 
move toward the end of our Presbytery’s life, and Susan Lukey has offered to work with others on the 
worship component of our closure. 

At the next Presbytery meeting, Presbyters will be given the opportunity to move through several 
simulated clusters, based on a variety of affinity areas.  

Recess: Lunch and Division Meetings 
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The court went into a scheduled recess, for lunch and Division meetings.  

Business meeting reconvened 

The meeting was reconvened by Chairperson Ray Goodship at  2:05 PM.  

Routine business, continued 

MOTION: Greg Wooley/Brenda Watt 2017-18-051 

That the minutes of the November 28, 2017 Presbytery meeting be adopted as 
presented. CARRIED 

Minutes of the January 3, 2018 Executive meeting have been circulated for information. 

Chairperson’s Report –Ray Goodship 

Ray Goodship attended two covenanting services: for Eva Biederman, Airdrie in December 
2017 and for Dave Crawford, Crossfield in January 2018.  Presbytery was well-represented at  
both.  Ray will be attending the next meeting of Conference Executive, in March. 

Recording and Correspondence Secretary's Report – Greg Wooley 

Conference meets from May 10-13 in Sherwood Park.  We will need to confirm our Presbytery 
roll, so that the Conference registrar can cross-check our list of delegates with those who are 
registering. The online registration portal is not yet operational, but will be soon.  

A few members of the Order of Ministry have expressed an interest in being Commissioners to 
General Council 43, this July in Oshawa, but as yet no Laypeople.  We will be electing our 
nominees (one Order of Ministry and one Lay) at the March meeting.  

Any Pastoral Charges which have not yet received notification regarding the Annual Statistical 
Forms, please let Greg know and this will be rectified. For single-point pastoral charges the 
deadline is March  5, 2018; for multi-point pastoral charges the deadline is March 19, 2018. 
Please remember to forward a digital copy of your Annual Report to the Statistics Office.  

A sheet for Pastoral Charges regarding the Church Archives was available for pick-up.  A copy 
of each year’s Annual Report should be among the records that are sent to Conference 
Archives.  Please note that records sent to the Archives in binders, are removed from the 
binders and placed in archival envelopes. Pastoral Charges are reminded that keeping historical 
records in a shed, basement or garage guarantees that they will deteriorate over time, while 
sending them to the Archives assures that they are properly stored, while making them available 
to researchers seeking the broader story of Church life in this province.  

Correspondence received from the Claresholm Commission gives an encouraging recap of the 
year. Local congregants have been appointed as co-chair, co-treasurer and co-secretary; local 
M&P members have been appointed; a model for part-time ministry is being explored; the AGM 
has been scheduled for February 18th, 2018; and, the following Mission Statement has been 
adopted: “As a people who are alive together in Christ, we will share our gifts of hope and 
hospitality so that the good news of the Gospel may be experienced by all”. 

Business Arising: Announcements  

Acme United Church is hosting an evening with Cowboy Poet BJ Smith, Saturday, January 27th 
at 7:30 PM, tickets $15 at the door; Turner Valley is hosting an interactive fundraising event for 
Canyon Church Camp on Saturday, February 3rd – activities beginning at 1:00, concert at 2:00; 
tickets are $15 for adults, $5 for youth, and children 5 & under are admitted free.  
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Division Reports: MINISTRY SUPPORT 

Pastoral Relations - Pamela Scott 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Lynda Arnold 2017-18-052 

That Susan Lukey be appointed Pastoral Charge Supervisor at Okotoks/De Winton from 
April 3, 2018 to July 2, 2018. CARRIED 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Lois Irvine 2017-18-053  

That the Honourary Associate Minister status for Shirley Collard at Nanton/Cayley 
Pastoral Charge be renewed, from January 23, 2018 to December 31, 2018. CARRIED 

Pastoral Oversight – Murray Speer 

Four items were presented for information:  

• Annual Reports are to be sent to murray@rundleunited.ca in digital format.  A hard copy 
would also be helpful but is not required. 

• A Pastoral Charge/Community of Faith self-assessment form is in the works.  This will 
help to fill in the gaps in oversight processes, informing Presbytery of areas needing 
support, while helping the congregation take stock of where it is and where it  is going.  
The hope is that this format will be helpful for congregations now, and in future, as we 
promote “healthy autonomy.” Presbytery can offer comments and encouragement based 
on what we see in this self-assessment, to help charges as they move forward. 

• In order to support robust governance in Pastoral Charges, Murray is developing a self-
led package to review local policies that are outdated, stale dated or no longer relevant, 
and to help the charge determine where to put its energy.  Murray will also be available 
for some personal consultation, on a limited basis.  

• The “Boundaries refresher” is being offered as online webinars.  Different modules are 
being rolled out; currently there are two, one on social/digital media, and one on 
finances.  When it is time to do the refresher one doesn’t have to repeat the same 
module that was done in the past.  Note: those who did the Okotoks training event as 
their first course will be coming up to their 5 year renewal point next year.  

Education & Students - Irene Milton 

• Licensed Lay Worship Leaders are now required to take the introductory Boundaries 
workshop, but will only need a “level one” Police Records Check.   

• Bursary funds are being looked at, to determine how these should be disbursed before 
the end of the year.   

• The next Conference E&S meeting will be held on February 3rd.  

STEWARDSHIP 

Treasurer - Jim Litchfield 

Last June, the remainder of the Bow Valley Corridor funding was disbursed for the development 
of the Canmore Young Adult Network (CYAN).  Jim has received a thank you from this project, 
noting that these funds are helping CYAN in its commitment to an inclusive Canmore where 
Young Adults play a full role in community.  

Jim is attempting to close off the financial matters of the year 2017; in the meantime, financial 
reports remain as they were for the January 3, 2018 Executive meeting.  

Property - Joyce Cook 

Three questions were placed to the court by Stewardship Division: 

mailto:murray@rundleunited.ca
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• Do you wish to apply for any grants?  March 15th is the deadline for applications to be 
considered in May. 

• Is your list of Trustees up to date?  If not, Stewardship Division can offer assistance.  

• Do you have Manse funds?   Please let Joyce know, as a blanket motion will need to be 
developed to clarify the oversight of these funds by local Trustees.   

Stewardship Division needs a digital copy of Pastoral Charges’ Annual Reports, to 
upland2009@hotmail.com . If a digital copy is not possible, then please forward hard copy.  

An update regarding the Ministry Recall (May 8-9) and Conference Meeting  (May 10-13) will be 
sent out in early February.  

Appeals & Grants – see above 

Mission &Service – Sue Lauzon-MacDonald 

The court was reminded that all M&S moneys from 2017 are due at the end of January, 2018. 
Moneys collected for M&S should be forwarded on a regular basis to General Council.  

CONGREGATION & MISSION DEVELOPMENT –Sue Lauzon-MacDonald 

There are many things to be accomplished before the CMD Division and Foothills Presbytery 
come to a close, including events in June, September and October 2018, and January 2019:  

• Discussions have begun regarding the June gathering and educational event.  For this 
year’s June lunch, surnames A-M bring salads, surnames N-Z bring sundae toppings.   

• Money had been donated to Foothills Presbytery many years ago for a children’s event.  
This will take the shape of a Presbytery-wide event/convention for people with a passion 
for Children’s Ministry, to be held in September 2018; venue to be announced.  Those 
interested in planning such an event, please contact Sue at vulcanuc@gmail.com 

• On October 27, 2018 the third Small Church Connections event will be held.   

• Rather than trying to hold the final celebrations for Foothills Presbytery during the busy 
months of November-December 2018, this will be scheduled for Epiphany season 2019.  
The Division will be seeking input and participation. 

Once again, CMD Division will offer at least five $75 camp bursaries. Forms will be signed by 
the campers and by their Minister; bursary cheques will be payable to the camp.  Since Canyon 
Church Camp will not operate this summer, the child may attend any camp operated by the 
United Church of Canada. Applications are due by the March 23 Presbytery meeting; watch for 
information coming to a Church near you.  

Canyon Church Camp is negotiating a new lease with Parks Canada. The fundraising event, 
February 3rd at 2 pm, in Turner Valley, will take the shape of “an experience of camp”. 

STRONG PUBLIC WITNESS –Allan Buckingham 

The New Blood musical will be held April 13, 7:30 PM at Foothills Mennonite Church, Calgary. 
Four organizations are putting it on together…so “get your tickets early!”  We have been 
assured that the show is appropriate for children.  Information envelopes will go home with 
Presbyters today.  Tickets are $14, available online at bit.ly/New-Blood 

Issues of reconciliation and right relations appear to finally be getting some uptick in the broader 
community, yet much work still needs doing within the Church.  Moderator Jordan Cantwell has 
been visiting many First Nations communities, and has found that many have not heard of the 
United Church apologies from 1986 and 1998.  

General Council 42 Commissioners - Allan Buckingham 

mailto:upland2009@hotmail.com
mailto:vulcanuc@gmail.com
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Allan expressed the commissioners’ gratitude for the court’s patience in dealing with the Remits. 
Allan, Julia Kimmett and Barbara Davison are still technically commissioners until GC43 this 
summer, and are available to speak with anyone considering being a commissioner at GC43. 

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Allan Buckingham 

Many thanks to Airdrie United Church, who will be hosting the March 20th Presbytery meeting. A 
host is still needed for the June 12 meeting (and June 11 pre-event).   

Thought is being given to how we end our life as a Presbytery.  A suggestion has been made 
that in addition to the event in January 2019, we might have a brief worship time in each of our 
meetings to help bring closure.  We would still have the opening worship by the host, and then a 
brief closing worship to end the meeting – or, if preferred, it could get woven into opening  

UCW Presbyterial and Conference UCW – Joyce Cook on behalf of Barbara Davison 

The UCW Presbyterial Annual Gathering is being planned, to be held at Vulcan United Church 
on March 15, 2018.  Please remember to send Barbara Davison the names of those who have 
passed in the last year for the Memorial Service, as it is important to remember those who have 
gone before us and led the way.  

The ANW Conference UCW are planning their Annual Gathering to be held at Calgary’s FCJ 
Centre from April 12-14, 2108.  The theme is “Reconcile and Make New” and the guest 
speakers will be Sheryl-Ann Carscadden, Chantal Chagnon and Wendy Kalkan. Posters and 
registration forms regarding this meeting are in the information packages being distributed to all 
Churches in Foothills Presbytery; all women of the United Church are welcome to register.  

Women within Foothills Presbytery are encouraged to seriously consider attending both of these 
Annual Gatherings.  

A performance of New Blood, by the Strathmore High School, regarding the process of Truth 
and Reconciliation, is included in the registration fee for attendees of the Conference UCW 
gathering.  Tickets for New Blood may also be purchased separately; please note that it is 
anticipated that this performance of poetry, song and dance will sell out quickly.  

Other Business - none 

MOTION FOR THE POWERS 

MOTION: Bob Findlay/David Robertson 2017-18-054 

That the powers of Foothills Presbytery, routine and emergent, rest with the Executive, 
and the sub-Executive if necessary, until the next scheduled meeting of Presbytery, 
except in matters where the consent of the full court is required by the Manual.  
CARRIED.  

MOTION: Joyce Cook/Marg Fenton 2017-18-055 

That the meeting be adjourned. CARRIED.  

The meeting was adjourned at 3:02 PM, and Chairperson Ray Goodship closed the meeting 
with a note of thanks for the work, good humour and commitment shown by Presbyters, and 
with wishes for a meaningful Lenten season as we journey toward Easter.  

Next Presbytery Meeting: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 – Airdrie 

Next Executive Conference Call: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 at 9:30 AM 

 

____________________________  _______________________________________ 

Chair, Ray Goodship                          Recording/Correspondence Secretary, Greg Wooley 


