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FOOTHIILLS PRESBYTERY EXECUTIVE 
“Moving our Ministry ON…OUT…and into the community.” 

Teleconference, Tuesday, January 3, 2018 
 

Attendance:  Ray Goodship (Chairperson), Greg Wooley (Secretary), Julia Kimmett, Sue 
Lauzon-MacDonald, Jim Litchfield, Irene Milton, Pamela Scott, Brenda Watt.  Absent:  Norma 
Bell, Allan Buckingham, Joyce Cook, Barbara Davison, Murray Speer. A quorum was present. 
 
The meeting was called to order with prayer, by Chairperson Ray Goodship at 9:36 AM.  

Minutes 

MOTION: Greg Wooley/Irene Milton 2017-18-047 

That the Presbytery Executive Minutes from October 24, 2017 be adopted as presented.  
CARRIED 

Financial information from Treasurer Jim Litchfield, and Minutes of the November 28, 2017 Presbytery 
Meeting, have also been circulated for information.  

Agenda items: 

Acme 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Julia Kimmett 2017-18-048 

That the Acme JNAC report be accepted as amended. CARRIED 

The amended JNAC calls for half-time Ministry at Acme, with additional time for worship preparation.  

Clusters 
As previously decided, time will be spent at the Presbytery meetings in 2018 to “try out” meeting 
in clusters, and to engage the issues that may be anticipated as the Church transitions to a new 
governance model.   
 
A variety of possibilities were discussed, regarding how this should be approached at the 
January Presbytery meeting.  It was generally agreed that one hour be set aside for a simulation 
of “clustering,” with 15 minutes of plenary time to share learnings/concerns and to discuss what 
might shape our explorations at future meetings. Ray Goodship and Greg Wooley will finalize 
these plans.  Greg will also check with the national Implementation Team to see if further 
information/templates will be forthcoming regarding the formation of clusters.  
 
Final Celebration for Foothills Presbytery 
Giving thanks for the life of Foothills Presbytery will be important during 2018.  It has been 
suggested that a time of fun, celebration, and some form of ritual “closure” for Presbytery be 
held, as we transition to a new model of governance.  Congregation & Mission Development 
Division has agreed to take on the planning of such a gathering.  Executive is picturing a day-
long event, perhaps in November, keeping in mind that the Small Church event is already 
booked for October 27th.  
 
Final Disbursements 
As Presbytery moves toward final disbursements by the end of 2018, financial procedures will 
be important.  Discussion was held on the relative merits of various approaches (passing funds 
along to the new structures, easing the financial burden on pastoral charges in 2018, 
designating a percentage of funds for camps or other ministries, setting aside funds to help 
establish clusters). Information received by the Chair, Secretary, Treasurer and Stewardship 
Chair regarding “financial transition” procedures will be circulated to Executive, to guide further 
discussion at the February Executive meeting.  
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General Council 2018 
Julia Kimmett lifted up the important role to be played by the Commissioners who will be going 
to the July 2018 General Council. Presbytery will only have the fall of 2018 to hear back from 
the Commissioners, and it is likely that these Commissioners will play an ongoing role in the 
establishment of the new structures.  This will be discussed further at the January Presbytery 
meeting, with the nomination of Commissioners to take place at the March meeting.  
 
Remit 6 
Voting for Remit 6 will be held at the January meeting.  There was full discussion of this Remit 
at the November 2017 meeting, so in January we will set aside only 15 minutes for delegates to 
state whether they are in favour of the remit or not, and then vote. We anticipate the use of 
paper ballots.   
 
A stated goal of this remit is to spur discussion in the Church regarding “one order of Ministry”.  
If the court wishes, correspondence could be sent by the Secretary of Presbytery to the 
Permanent Committee on Ministry and Employment Policies and Services, indicating some of 
the content of our discussions (in addition to the “yes/no” decision).  This will be determined at 
the time of voting.  
 
Adjournment 
Ray Goodship adjourned the meeting at 10:34 AM. 
 
NEXT MEETINGS:   

• The next meeting of Foothills Presbytery will be held Tuesday, January 23, 2018 at 
United Church in the Valley, 127 Royal Ave NW, Turner Valley. 

• Next Executive Teleconference: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 at 9:30 AM 
 

 

___________________________  _____________________________________ 

Chairperson, Ray Goodship Recording/Correspondence Secretary, Greg Wooley 


