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FOOTHIILLS PRESBYTERY EXECUTIVE 
“Moving our Ministry ON…OUT…and into the community.” 

Teleconference, Tuesday, October 24, 2017 
 

Attendance:  Brenda Watt (Past Chairperson), Greg Wooley (Secretary), Norma Bell, Joyce 
Cook, Barbara Davison, Jim Litchfield, Irene Milton, Pamela Scott.  Sue Lauzon-MacDonald 
was present for the first part of the meeting and Allan Buckingham was present for the later part 
of the meeting. Absent: Ray Goodship, Julia Kimmett, Doug Powell.   
 A quorum was present. 

The meeting was called to order by Past Chairperson Brenda Watt at 9:39 AM.  

Minutes 

MOTION: Greg Wooley/Joyce Cook 2017-18-030 

That the Presbytery Executive Minutes from August 29, 2017 be adopted as presented.  
CARRIED 

Financial information from Treasurer Jim Litchfield, and Minutes of the September 26, 2017 Presbytery 
Meeting, have also been circulated for information.  

Agenda items: 

Acme and Claresholm - updates 

Pamela Scott reported that the JNAC report has been given back to Acme for further work.  
Once it has been revised it will need to be approved by their Board, then sent to Presbytery for 
approval. Greg Wooley reported that recent reports from the Claresholm commission indicate 
that they are moving in a steady, positive direction.  
 
Celebrating Small Church Connections, October 28, 2017 
Irene Milton reported that there are sixty registrants for this event.  Roughly 80-85% are 
returnees from the first event.  
 
Nominations 
Brenda Watt, as past-chair, will be available to step into the Chairperson’s role from May-
October 2018 when Ray Goodship is on sabbatical.  The planning committee is seeking a new 
chairperson for Pastoral Oversight, and work continues on finding a Pastoral Relations 
convener to take over when Pamela Scott is on sabbatical, April-August 2018. 
 
“Transitions Talk” 
Greg Wooley raised the question: how should we shape the agendas of our remaining 
Presbytery meetings, to ease the expected transition to the new governance model on  
January 1, 2019?  It was agreed that in our 2018 Presbytery meetings, significant time be set 
aside to discuss this.  This might include “trying out” some cluster arrangements, or developing 
motions to go forward to Conference and General Council – for example, proposing a 
mechanism for dealing with remaining Presbytery funds as of January 2019.  Presbytery 
Executive members are asked to consider the issues that they see arising as the Church 
transitions to a new governance model, and possible processes for Presbytery to engage those 
issues.  Irene Milton reported that the organizers of the “small Church” events do hope to have 
an event and/or processes next year to help with some of these transitions.  
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Items from Divisions, and November agenda considerations  
Sue Lauzon-MacDonald noted that Canyon Church Camp has begun the process of funding the 
reconstruction of camp facilities following the fire at Waterton.   They do hope and plan to offer 
camp in the summer of 2018.  In recent years, Foothills Presbytery has reaffirmed its connection 
to this camp, so some sort of support will be both needed and appreciated.  This will be 
discussed further by Stewardship and CMD Divisions, to be reported at the November 2017 
meeting with more concrete actions to be initiated in January 2018. It is anticipated that the 
proposed 2018 budget  will include a line item for Canyon Church Camp reconstruction.   
 
Jim Litchfield will be circulating budget items to committee chairs for review, to ensure that 
nothing dropped out of the budget, and that the operating assumptions are solid.  CMD and 
Ministry Support divisions have fairly complex budget needs, so Jim will prepare focused, 
customized budget information for them to review prior to the November meeting.  
 
The budget process for November’s meeting was discussed.  The budget will be brought 
forward as a proposal, prior to the Division meetings; this will be a brief presentation.  Divisions 
will then have significant time to formalize their budget suggestions, which are to be given to the 
Treasurer so that the proposed budget may be updated. The budget will be brought forward as 
a formal motion after all the other Divisions have done their reporting, so that any motions 
arising during the meeting which have financial implications can be integrated into the budget.  
 
Allan Buckingham reported that General Council 42 commissioners met electronically on 
September 30 to establish a commission which will work on setting the geographic boundaries 
of the new regional councils.  They will be asking for further input from Presbyteries, prior to the 
end of 2017.  Greg Wooley suggests we consider gathering this information via an online 
survey, since the November 2017 agenda is already full; he will watch for information from the 
Boundaries Commission, which we are told is on its way.  
 
Irene Milton reported that Conference E&S will be meeting on November 8-9, 2017, with three 
candidates for ordination being interviewed; Norma Bell noted that the Conference Grants and 
Appeals meeting will also be in early November.  
 
Remit 6 will be presented by our GC42 Commissioners at the November 28, 2017 meeting, and 
voted on at the January 23, 2018 meeting.  
 
other emergent items 
Strathmore is hosting the November 28, 2017 meeting; plans are coming along well.  
 
Adjournment 
Brenda Watt adjourned the meeting at 10:18 AM, with a blessing.  
 
NEXT MEETINGS:   

• The next meeting of Foothills Presbytery will be held Tuesday, November 28, 2017 at 
Strathmore United Church.   

• Next Executive Teleconference: Wednesday, January 3, 2018 at 9:30 AM 
 

 

___________________________  _____________________________________ 

Past Chairperson, Brenda Watt Recording/Correspondence Secretary, Greg Wooley 


