
Foothills Presbytery Executive, October 25, 2016  2016-2017| 17 

  

 

FOOTHIILLS PRESBYTERY EXECUTIVE 
“Moving our Ministry ON…OUT…and into the community.” 

Teleconference, Tuesday, October 25, 2016 
 

 
Attendance:  Ray Goodship (Chair), Greg Wooley, (Recording Sec.), Norma Bell, Allan 

Buckingham, Rita Cattell, Joyce Cook, Linda Ervin, Sue Lauzon-Macdonald, Irene Milton, 
Pamela Scott, Brenda Watt.  Julia Kimmett, Jim Litchfield and Eileen McMorris joined the 
call in progress.  

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Ray Goodship at 9:34 AM with an opening 
prayer.   

Presbytery Chair: Ray Goodship reported on the October 2016 meeting of Conference 
Executive. The new Executive Secretaries of ANW Conference entered into covenant with the 
Conference and were present for the meeting, as was Nora Sanders, the General Secretary of 
the United Church of Canada.  

 Nora Sanders shared her perceptions of the Church as we seek to move forward, 
reminding the group that our Church structures provide a framework within which we 
work as God’s people.   

 In September 2017, there will be a recall of the delegates to General Council 42.   

 January 1, 2019 will be the beginning of a time of implementation, regardless of how the 
remit votes turn out. Information presented indicated that a “no” vote to Remit 1 will 
require roughly $230,000 per year to maintain the present staff complement and level of 
service in ANW Conference.  Ray will be reporting this to the November Presbytery 
meeting.  

 There was some discussion regarding the ongoing situation of Rev. Gretta Vosper. The 
Toronto Conference website was suggested as the best source of information.  

 There will be a mid-triennium event, May 25-28, 2017 at Olds College.  Ray is chairing 
the organizing committee, working with Ruth Lumax and Leigh Sinclair.   

 Conference 2018 will be May 10-13, with Sherwood Park a possible location.  The 
Moderator, Jordan Cantwell will be visiting ANW Conference from October 2-8, 2017; 
she will likely begin her tour with the Presbyteries that the previous Moderator, Gary 
Paterson was not able to visit.  

 Due to diminished funding from the national Church, assessments will need to rise in the 
next two years to prevent going into reserves.  There will be an increase of 5% this year, 
and 1.5-2% next year.   

o Linda Ervin indicated that these budget implications took up a significant portion 
of the recent Planning & Administration meeting.  

Recording Secretary - Greg Wooley presented draft minutes of the September 27, 2016 
meeting, for information.  Minutes from the September 6, 2016 meetings were circulated several 
weeks ago; they will be-recirculated, and their adoption moved at the next Executive meeting.  

Celebrating Small Churches – Irene Milton reported on this upcoming event, to be held on 
October 29, 2016.  There has been a great response, with 88 registrants from 14 congregations. 
There is room for a few more last-minute registrants – call Irene.  Registration begins at 10:00 
AM (with coffee and pastries available) and the program begins at 11:00 AM.  

Remits – Julia Kimmett spoke to the Remit process. At the November 2016 meeting of 
Presbytery, Remits 7 and 8 will be covered.  The Remits before Presbytery (1-5, 7,8) will be 
voted on in January 2017; executive stated a preference, though not unanimous, that voting be 
done by ballot rather than by show of hands.   There will be time for individuals to state why they 
are for/against the various Remits as part of January’s agenda, prior to voting.   
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It was underlined that while Presbyteries need to vote on some Remits by February 2017, 
Pastoral Charge votes on Remits 1-4 do not need to be in until June 2017.  

Ray Goodship noted the various Presbyteries within ANW Conference have followed different 
processes relative to the Remits.  The most common pattern has been to present a Remit at a 
meeting then vote on it at that same meeting; a couple of other Presbyteries are following the 
same pattern as Foothills; some Presbyteries have already voted on the Remits. Greg Wooley 
added that Banff and Canmore recently shared resources to present the Remits to their 
congregations at an evening workshop.  

Treasurer - Jim Litchfield reported that the process of developing the 2017 Budget is ongoing; 
please let him know of any items that need to be considered/included. The goal is to have an 
abundance of understandable information to be considered by Divisions at the November 2016 
meeting; it is customary to have the Budget for the coming year passed in November.    

Agenda for November 2016 meeting – With the Budget, Remits and ongoing Video sessions 
all happening at this meeting, Ray Goodship gathered input regarding the shape of the agenda.  

 Remits will be considered from 10:15-11:15 AM; 

 Divisions will meet 11:15 AM-12:15 PM; lunch will be from 12:15-1:15; 

 The next installment of the Elder in the Making video is from 1:15-1:45 PM; 

 The business meeting will follow, starting at 1:45 PM.   

Pamela Scott is making arrangements for worship.  In the spirit of including congregations that 
are not hosting meetings, representatives from Rockyford and/or Balzac will be approached to 
participate with Strathmore folks in leading the November worship.  

Other items 

 Presbytery Secretaries, Greg Wooley and Linda Ervin, are investigating ways to have 
more “legislation compliant” forms of communication with Presbyters, using services 
such as Constant Contact or MailChimp.  There do not appear to be financial 
implications.  

 It was noted that Claresholm United Church is in a time of transition, as Linda Ervin’s 
appointment concludes at the end of December.  Presbytery is working to provide 
support to all concerned in this time of transition.   

MOTION: Joyce Cook/Brenda Watt 2016-17-023 

 That the meeting be adjourned.  CARRIED 

Brenda Watt closed the meeting with prayer at 10:18 AM.  

Important Dates:  

November 22, 2016 – Presbytery meets at Strathmore United Church 

January 3, 2017 - next Executive Conference Call 

 

_____________________________  _______________________________________ 

Chair, Ray Goodship  Recording Secretary, Greg Wooley 

 


