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FOOTHILLS PRESBYTERY MINUTES 

“Moving our Ministry ON…OUT…and into the community.” 

Regular Meeting, Tuesday, September 27, 2016:  Claresholm United Church, Claresholm, AB 

Present: *        Regrets: o         Absent: x 

Ministry Personnel by Pastoral Charge   Elected Lay Presbyters by Town  

Acme Jeannie Udall (RD Pbty) X  Acme Susan Simpson * 

Airdrie Karen Holmes *  Airdrie Wendy Kindzierski X 

Balzac Rita Cattell *   Kathy Lind * 

Banff Murray Speer *  Arrowwood Rosemary Ingraham * 

Blackie-Gladys (see Nanton)   Balzac Ruth Unser * 

Canmore Greg Wooley *  Banff Allan Buckingham O 

Claresholm Linda Ervin *  Blackie   

Cochrane Ray Goodship *  Canmore Mary Shearer * 

Crossfield Brenda Watt *  Cayley Myrna Ellston  X 

Diamond Valley Matthew Heesing O  Claresholm Norma Bell * 

High River Susan Lukey X  Cochrane Arlene Hepburn * 

 David Robertson O   Pat Hatfield X 

Irricana Ruth McArthur *  Crossfield Bev Ink * 

Nanton-Cayley Susan Wilkinson-Matticks O  DeWinton Brent Ellenton X 

Okotoks-DeWinton Julia Kimmett *  Gladys Irene Milton * 

Prairie Winds Sue MacDonald *  High River Al Buehler X 

Rockyford Gordon Hunter *   Marg Fenton * 

Stavely     Bob Findlay * 

Strathmore Pamela Scott *   Simmona Ledger O 

    Irricana Marilynn Poffenroth X 

    Nanton Eleanore Tribe * 

Retired/ Shirley Collard X  Okotoks Lois Irvine * 

Retained: Henry Friesen *   Stewart Thomas * 

 Wally Fry *  Rockyford Lynda Arnold * 

 Shelley Lavenne X  Stavely Linda Emann X 

 Leonard Ling X  Strathmore Donalda Ledene  * 

 Shannon Mang X   Charles Watson * 

 Sherlee McGregor-McCuaig O   Art Eeles (alt.) X 

 Doug Powell O  Turner Valley Sandra Farr-Jones * 

 Oliver Seward X  Vulcan Joyce Cook O 

 Donal Stewart X  UCW Eileen McMorris * 

 Don Watt X     

    Lay  Barbara Davison * 

    Members at Bonar Hanson X 

    Large Sandra Hanson X 

     Jim Litchfield * 

     Olga Pollard O 

 

Worship 

Worship was led by Ray Goodship.  Presbyters were invited to imagine a dialogue or interview with one 
of the characters in the parable of the Good Samaritan.  A prayer brought together themes of journey, 
travel, companions, and healing.  
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Call to Order, Acknowledgement of Treaty 7, Welcome 

Presbytery delegates were welcomed to this meeting; the traditional lands on which the meeting 
was held were acknowledged; and the meeting called to order by Chairperson Ray Goodship at 
10:00 AM.   

New lay delegates were welcomed: Ruth Unser from Balzac, and Eleanore Tribe from Nanton.  
Wally Fry and Murray Speer were “welcomed back” to Foothills Presbytery.  

Announcements 

 The “Celebrating the Small Church” event is coming up on October 29.  This special 
event, at the Red Deer Lake Community Centre, is absolutely free; anyone in Foothills 
Presbytery who self-identifies as being from a “small church” is more than welcome to 
register.  The maximum number of registrants is 150, but there is no limit to the number 
of attendees from any given congregation (Balzac, for example, will be sending 25).  
Registration deadline is October 20th.  
Small Churches are the heartbeat of the Christian Church, showing great resilience and 
strong support of the Mission and Service fund.    This event aims to affirm that “we’re 
big enough to do great things.” 

 Julia Kimmett brought books from Marilyn Evans, free to be picked up, and noted that 
Okotoks United Church has a photocopier to give away – quickly claimed by Airdrie 
United Church! 

 Acme United Church will be hosting a concert by “Saskia and Darrell” on November 3rd. 

Remits– Julia Kimmett, Barbara Davison 

Remits 1 and 4, presented at the June Presbytery meeting, were briefly reviewed.   Remit 1 proposes 
the consolidation of the two “middle” courts of the Church into 12-15 regions; Remit 4 proposes a new 
funding model, including a direct assessment of communities of faith not to exceed 4.5% of “line 40” 
monies raised for operational costs.  

Remits 2, 3 and 5 were presented: 

Remit 2 proposes the elimination of the processes of transfer and settlement.  Since the 40th General 
Council in 2009, these processes have been optional for candidates for ordination and commissioning, 
and there has been a sharp decline in the number of candidates accepting transfer and settlement 
rather than pursuing a call. In 2015, only one Minister and no candidates chose transfer and settlement, 
and only two pastoral charges requested settlement.    

Remit 3 proposes the establishment of a denominational office of vocation.  Overseen by an elected, 
representative board, the office of vocation would establish standards for training and accreditation of 
ministry personnel, and admission of Ministers from other denominations; determine the fitness and 
readiness for candidates’ accreditation to ministry; maintain registers of accredited ministry personnel, 
trained conflict resolution facilitators, and recognized Interim Ministers; discipline ministry personnel, 
including formal hearings and complaints, and administer the Discontinued Service List. 

Remit 5 asks Presbyteries if they agree that ministers of denominations within mutual recognition 
agreements be full members of the presbytery – and equivalent to ordered ministers of the United 
Church in their rights and responsibilities - while under appointment or call.   

After discussion in small groups, a plenary time was held and questions were fielded.  Some 
observations were shared regarding Remit 3:  the huge importance of human relations (HR) work in the 
modern age; the separation of support from accountability in this proposed model; and, a sense that the 
new model is more “complaint-driven” than our current system.  
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Video and Discussion  

After lunch, the first segment of the movie, Elder in the Making was shown, and discussion led by Eileen 
McMorris.  This movie profiles the relationship between Chinese-Canadian film-maker Chris Hsiung and 
Cowboy Smithx, a member of the Blackfoot nation.  

At the conclusion of the discussion, Division meetings were held.  

BUSINESS MEETING  

Chairperson Ray Goodship called the Business Meeting to order at 2:04 PM.  

MOTION:  Linda Ervin/Sue MacDonald 2016-17-014 

That all non-members present at the meeting be extended corresponding privileges. CARRIED. 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Brenda Watt 2016-17-015 

 That the Order Paper be adopted as presented. CARRIED. 

MOTION: Greg Wooley/Julia Kimmett 2016-17-016 

That the minutes of the June 14, 2016 Presbytery meeting be approved, with one 
amendment:  page 2016-2017/5 should refer to a grant received for the “live streaming” 
project. CARRIED. 

Minutes of the June 28 and September 6 Presbytery Executive meetings were received for 
information. 

Chairperson’s Report – Ray Goodship 

Chairperson Ray Goodship has participated in one Conference Executive teleconference.  At that 
meeting the plans for the Executive Secretary position were shared:  Bill Doyle, from Saskatchewan 
Conference, and Shannon McCarthy, from Manitoba-Northwest Ontario Conference will each work 2/3 
time in his or her home Conference, and 1/3 time in Alberta-Northwest Conference, each with specific 
areas of concern.  The Covenanting Service for the new Executive Secretaries will be held in Fort 
Saskatchewan on October 11, and Ray will be attending this, as well as the in-person Conference 
Executive meeting on October 12-13. 

Additional information has already been relayed throughout the summer months, in emails from ANW 
Conference Office and President Paul Walfall.  

Recording Secretary's Report - Greg Wooley 

As noted in the Presbytery Executive minutes of September 6, 2016, a letter was sent by Foothills 
Presbytery regarding the Executive Secretary’s position, and a thoughtful reply received.  If Presbyters 
would like to see the response, it is available by contacting Greg.  

Correspondence Secretary’s Report - Linda Ervin 

In her role as Correspondence Secretary, Linda continues to sign personnel-related forms and send 
them to Conference Office.  A recent Planning & Governance conference call outlined some difficult 
decisions facing the Church regarding assessments.  

Business Arising: none  

Division Reports:  

MINISTRY SUPPORT 

Pastoral Relations - Pamela Scott 
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MOTION: Pamela Scott/Lynda Arnold 2016-17-017 

That the appointment of Karen Holmes to Airdrie United Church be extended, effective October 
1, 2016 to June 30, 2017: COL 4, increment F, $62,420.00 plus 12%, travel allowance at .45 per 
km, phone $75.00 per month, continuing education at $2,000.00 for the 9 month period, total 
$70,810.40 annual plus $2,000.00 continuing education (9 months). CARRIED. 

It was also noted that Susan Wilkinson-Matticks will be continuing in Ministry at Nanton, Blackie/Gladys.  
This continues the appointment as stated in motion 2016-17-006, and has been ratified at the Pastoral 
Charge. 

Pastoral Oversight - Rita Cattell 

Correspondence received from Buffalo Hills United Church notifying Presbytery of their change in 
governance structure was forwarded to the Pastoral Oversight committee in June.  It has been 
determined that this model covers all necessary responsibilities, including Ministry & Personnel and 
Trustees, and is in compliance with Manual. 

MOTION: Rita Cattell/Bob Findlay 2016-17-018 

That Foothills Presbytery approve the governance model currently used by Buffalo Hills United 
Church, a partner in Prairie Winds Pastoral Charge. CARRIED. 

Education & Students - Irene Milton 

Conference Education & Students will be meeting on November 16-17 at Calgary’s FCJ Centre, and 
Irene will be in attendance.  Wally Fry is welcomed as a second member of our Presbytery committee. 

Respecting the confidential nature of the matters discussed by the Ministry Support division, the 
following motion was made: 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Donalda Ledene 2016-17-019 

That the entire Mission Support team, as listed on the attendance sheet, be reappointed for 
membership in the Division and the work of the Division, effective September 2016.  CARRIED. 

STEWARDSHIP 

Treasurer - Jim Litchfield 

The financial report was presented, as circulated. Presbytery’s assets are roughly $100,000 and the 
operating account is over $37,000. Clergy ReCall travel expenses do need to get cleared this year, and 
thanks are offered on behalf of the campers sponsored to attend Canyon Church camp. 

The financial report includes a “Highlights” section at the top which will help prepare Presbytery for the 
upcoming budget, which is customarily presented at the November meeting.  Questions to consider, in 
preparation for the budget, are “Who are we in 2017?  What are the things we want to initiate?  What 
goals and aspirations do we have?” Once we “imagine” our way into the budget, the money can be 
brought into the discussion, later.  

Stewardship – Norma Bell, for Joyce Cook 

Claresholm United Church wishes to participate in community engagement process known as 
“unstoppable conversations.”  The amount needed is $500.00 

MOTION: Mary Shearer/Charlie Watson 2016-17-020 

That Foothills Presbytery support the application from Claresholm United Church for funding 
from the Mission Transition Fund when the Conference Appeals and grants committee next 
meets. CARRIED. 
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MOTION: Mary Shearer/Charlie Watson 2016-17-021 

That Foothills Presbytery increase the budgeted $500.00 to Presbyterial to $750.00, effective this 
year (2016).  CARRIED.  

The Child Wellbeing initiative has been supported by Presbytery in the past.  Before Stewardship 
Division can make a recommendation for the 2017 budget, more information is needed. It was also 
noted that an honorarium has been awarded to Betty Foram for the two years of providing a financial 
review to our Presbytery.   

Property – Joyce Cook: no report 

Appeals & Grants- Norma Bell: no report 

M&S -Sue Lauzon-MacDonald 

The court was reminded of the importance of keeping on encouraging congregation to keep supporting 
M&S.  Video Minutes for Mission are particularly commended, along with other videos on the United 
Church YouTube site. 

CONGREGATION & MISSION DEVELOPMENT - Sue Lauzon-Macdonald 

Scholarships were provided for campers at Canyon Church Camp, Waterton.  A thank-you was received 
from a family that received camp scholarships, but not from all recipients.  It has been decided that next 
year, blank thank-you notes will be sent to recipients. 

Rita Cattell’s objection to including a blank thank-you note with camp scholarships is recorded.  

Involvement with Canyon Church Camp gives an opportunity for Foothills Presbytery to participate more 
deeply with South Alberta Presbytery.  The camp director lives within Foothills Presbytery, and 
volunteers are always needed – chaplains, medics, and other roles. Thought has been given to holding 
our June meeting at Canyon Church Camp, from noon to noon, including an evening event and four 
meals.  More information regarding the feasibility of this, including travel options, will be presented at the 
November meeting.  

The second $5,000 grant has been received for the live streaming initiative, but nothing further has been 
done as harvest is upon us.  The town of Crossfield will be adding fibre optics. 

This year’s camp-out pre-event was excellent – we are committed to do it again.  

Usually, a community building happens in the September meeting, but the agenda is packed – and 
remits need to be our focus this year.    

We are still committed to community building, however, as part of our hospitality.  More intentional time 
will be taken at the table during meal time, and specific attention will be paid to raising awareness 
around who the new folks are. Question sheets are being developed by Brenda Watt to help us get to 
know one another, and do some asset-mapping.    

As part of the Clergy ReCall event, it was clear that clergy need to gather.  In past years, there was a 
Christmas Event for clergy in Foothills Presbytery, and such an event will be facilitated again, in 
January.  

There will be no “tech time” at this year’s Presbytery meetings; the Division has gifted that time to Strong 
Public Witness for the video discussions. Thank you to Allan Buckingham for sharing his expertise. 

STRONG PUBLIC WITNESS – Marg Fenton, for Allan Buckingham 

There are two refugee sponsorships within Presbytery.  Okotoks, along with Diamond Valley and Red 
Deer Lake (Calgary Presbytery) are awaiting arrivals.  Canmore received its first refugee yesterday, and 
five more family members will arrive soon. Gordon Hunter has been involved with a group of United 
Churches in Calgary with two adults, four children, and lots of driving.  
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The “Discovery Box”, a collection of resources pertaining to aboriginal culture, spirituality, and the 
ongoing walk of reconciliation, is in the process of being refurbished and reorganized. It is intended to be 
a resource for any pastoral charge wanting study and worship materials, and will be available for sign-
out at the next Presbytery meeting – contact Susan Simpson, simpsonsusan@live.com 

UCW - Eileen McMorris 

Joyce Cook, Norma Bell and others in the Vulcan area are organizing for the October 22 enrichment 
day.  The morning will focus on reconciliation, and “dream catchers” will be made in the afternoon.  

Conference UCW - Barbara Davison 

Barbara Davison and Conference UCW President, Margery Wright, have just returned from the national 
UCW Annual Meeting.  Most UCWs are experiencing similar ups and downs, but there continues to be a 
strong fellowship that in the UCW in all Conferences and Districts.  It is also noteworthy that the Child 
Wellbeing initiative, which started in Calgary, is now a project being worked on across the country.  

2017 is the 55th anniversary of the forming of the UCW, and the national gathering will be held at UBC in 
Vancouver in July. The speaker will be Ann Mortifee, and music will be led by Linnea Good.  Those 
interested in attending this gathering are directed to see their UCW leaders after the full Executive 
meeting in Vulcan, October 14-15, 2016, at which time information will be distributed.  

The Conference UCW newsletter, The Banner, is ready for distribution.  Those who receive a copy in 
hard copy or electronically are asked to pass it on to other members of their Church or UCW group.  

Planning Committee – Greg Wooley, for Allan Buckingham 

Divisions were asked to consider the worship pattern for Presbytery meetings: should it continue to be 
led by Divisions, or by the host congregation, or via some other configuration?  After some plenary 
discussion it was decided that, starting in November 2016, the hosting congregation would lead worship 
but a second list will be developed, of congregations that are not hosting Presbytery meetings.  The host 
group will be encouraged to invite the participation of those from the second list.    

Some potential locations are being discussed for the March and June 2017 meetings.  

Other Business 

Prayers are requested for Irricana United Church, which suffered $100,000 in hail damage this summer.  
Some passers-by see the tarps and are concerned that the Church has closed down, but this is far from 
the case: congregation members brought their clean-up supplies to worship shortly after the storm, as 
an indication of the strong community spirit in this place. 

Motion for the Powers 

MOTION: Mary Shearer/Murray Speer 2016-17-022 

That the powers of Foothills Presbytery, routine and emergent, rest with the Executive, 
and the sub-Executive if necessary, until the next scheduled meeting of Presbytery, 
except in matters where the consent of the full court is required by the Manual.  
CARRIED. 

The meeting was closed with prayer, and adjourned at 3:10 PM.   

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of Foothills Presbytery will be held November 22, 
2016 at Strathmore United Church, 410 – 4th Street, Strathmore AB.    The next Executive 
meeting will be via conference call on October 25, 2016.  

 

_____________________________  _______________________________________ 

Chair, Ray Goodship  Recording Secretary, Greg Wooley 

mailto:simpsonsusan@live.com

