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FOOTHILLS PRESBYTERY EXECUTIVE 
“Moving our Ministry ON…OUT…and into the community.” 

Teleconference, Tuesday, September 6, 2016 
 

Attendance:  Ray Goodship (Chair), Greg Wooley (Recording Secretary), Allan Buckingham, 
Rita Cattell, Joyce Cook, Julia Kimmett, Sue Lauzon-MacDonald, Jim Litchfield, Irene Milton. 

Regrets: Norma Bell, Linda Ervin, Eileen McMorris, Pamela Scott, Brenda Watt. 

A quorum was present.  

Ray Goodship called the meeting to order at 9:33 AM.  Following a check-in, the meeting was 
opened with prayer.  

MOTION: Greg Wooley/Joyce Cook 2016-17-014 

That the minutes of the June 14, 2016 Presbytery meeting be received for information. 
CARRIED.   

MOTION: Greg Wooley/Alan Buckingham 2016-17-015 

That the minutes of the May 24, 2016 and June 28, 2016 Presbytery Executive meetings 
be adopted.  CARRIED.   

Business Items: 

Financial Report: Treasurer Jim Litchfield sent an update which was received for information. 

“Celebrating the Small Church” Event update: Rita Cattell and Irene Milton have been joined 
by two others to plan this event, with another planning meeting coming up on September 8th.  
The venue has been toured, preliminary marketing information has been sent out, and more 
information will be coming shortly.  A cheque to cover the deposit is now needed.  

It is important to talk to our own and neighbouring congregations about this event. Early 
registration will help us confirm catering numbers; the goal is to have 150 participants, or more.  
This event will be a time to spread the message that “small churches have a future in God’s 
plan.”  

Conference Executive Secretary: a “Memorandum of Understanding” has been circulated 
throughout ANW Conference indicating the time-sharing agreement that ANW Conference has 
entered with the Executive Secretaries of Saskatchewan Conference and Manitoba & NW 
Ontario Conference.   Although the letter from Foothills Presbytery was not mentioned at the 
recent meeting of ANW Conference Executive, the letter was received and acknowledged in 
writing by Conference President Paul Douglas Walfall.  His letter acknowledged our concerns 
but outlined that the time-sharing arrangements were proceeding.  It was agreed that, at this 
point, there was no sense in Presbytery proceeding further in this matter; the key now is to 
ensure that we know how to access the resources that are in place.  

Remits: study materials for Remits 2,3 and 5 have been prepared and will be circulated today.  
Board members and other interested parties are welcome to join with Presbyters on the morning 
of September 27 in Claresholm, for the study time led by Julia Kimmett and Barbara Davison.  It 
would be helpful for Greg Wooley or Linda Ervin to be notified of the number of extra attendees, 
and if they will be joining with Presbyters for lunch.  

Divisions – Stewardship: Gleichen Community Church has contacted Joyce Cook.  They wish 
to install an accessibility ramp and it appears that the United Church National Office has not 
completed the Land Title Transfer.   Once she has returned from a time away, Joyce will revisit 
this matter with the National Church so that the Title transfer is completed.  
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MOTION: Joyce Cook/Irene Milton 2016-17-016 

That the Gleichen Community Church be furnished with a letter, granting permission for 
them to proceed with the installation of their accessibility ramp.  The letter will include a 
statement confirming that the liability for this ramp and property is held by the Gleichen 
Community Church and not Foothills Presbytery or the United Church of Canada. 
CARRIED.   

UCW: there will be a Conference UCW gathering on September 15-16, and a Foothills UCW 
Presbyterial enrichment day on October 22, both in Vulcan.  

Pastoral Relations: Sue Lauzon-MacDonald reported that an individual has come forward to 
serve Nanton-Blackie/Gladys.  Further reporting to happen on September 27th.   It was also 
noted earlier in the meeting that once a Warrant to Covenant has been received, there will need 
to be a covenanting service held in Banff to formally welcome Murray Speer.  

Agenda requests: throughout the meeting, Divisions were asked if they needed agenda time 
for the September 27th meeting, beyond the usual time allotted for Division reporting.  The 
following needs will be built in to the agenda: 

 a brief time early in the day for the “Celebrating the Small Church” event; 

 roughly an hour for the Remit presentation, beginning with a quick recap of the Remits 1 
and 4 which were discussed at the June Presbytery meeting; 

 throughout the 2016-2017 Presbytery cycle, we will watch part of the Video “Elder in the 
Making” after lunch, along with some discussion time. The “technology times” will be 
deferred for the year, in favour of these video/educational times.  

 It was noted that September’s meeting usually involves some time for hospitality and 
building connections, but with the full agenda this will not be done in a specific way.  It is 
hoped that the October 29th Small Church event will provide a widespread opportunity 
for people to get together and make connections.  

Meeting was adjourned at 10:20 AM 

The next full meeting of Presbytery will be in Claresholm on September 27, 2016.  The 
next Executive Teleconference will be on October 25, 2016.  

 

 

_________________________ ____________________________________________ 

Chair, Ray Goodship Recording Secretary, Greg Wooley 

  

 


