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FOOTHILLS PRESBYTERY MINUTES 
“Moving our Ministry ON…OUT…and into the community.” 

Regular Meeting, Tuesday, June 14, 2016: Acme United Church, Acme, AB 
Present: *        Regrets: o         Absent: x 

Ministry Personnel by Pastoral Charge   Elected Lay Presbyters by Town  

Acme Jeannie Udall (RD Pbty) *  Acme Susan Simpson * 

Airdrie Karen Holmes O  Airdrie Wendy Kindzierski * 

Balzac Rita Cattell *   Kathy Lind * 

Banff Doug Powell O  Arrowwood Rosemary Ingraham X 

Blackie-Gladys (see Nanton)   Balzac   

Canmore Greg Wooley *  Banff Allan Buckingham * 

Claresholm Linda Ervin O  Blackie   

Cochrane Ray Goodship *  Canmore Mary Shearer * 

Crossfield Brenda Watt *  Cayley Myrna Ellston  X 

Diamond Valley Matthew Heesing X  Claresholm Norma Bell O 

High River Susan Lukey X  Cochrane Arlene Hepburn * 

 David Robertson *   Pat Hatfield X 

Irricana Ruth McArthur *  Crossfield Bev Ink * 

Nanton-Cayley Susan Wilkinson-Matticks O  DeWinton Brent Ellenton X 

Okotoks-DeWinton Julia Kimmett *  Gladys Irene Milton * 

Prairie Winds Sue MacDonald *  High River Al Buehler * 

Rockyford Gordon Hunter *   Marg Fenton * 

Stavely     Bob Findlay * 

Strathmore Pamela Scott *   Simmona Ledger O 

    Irricana Marilynn Poffenroth * 

    Nanton   

Retired/ Shirley Collard X  Okotoks Lois Irvine * 

Retained: Henry Friesen *   Stewart Thomas * 

 Shelley Lavenne X  Rockyford Lynda Arnold * 

 Leonard Ling *  Stavely Linda Emann X 

 Shannon Mang X  Strathmore Donalda Ledene  X 

 Sherlee McGregor-McCuaig *   Charles Watson * 

 Oliver Seward O   Art Eeles (alt.) * 

 Donal Stewart X  Turner Valley Ida Wegelin * 

 Don Watt X  Vulcan Joyce Cook * 

    UCW Eileen McMorris * 

Guest: Lois Ling *     

    Lay  Barbara Davison * 

    Members at Bonar Hanson * 

    Large Sandra Hanson * 

     Jim Litchfield * 

     Olga Pollard * 

Worship  

A welcome by Jeannie Udall and Ruth McArthur, Order of Ministry at today’s co-hosts, Acme and 
Irricana, included a time of silence for the recent shootings in Orlando, Florida, and a renewal of our 
commitment to stand with the marginalized in our communities.  

Worship was led by members of the Strong Public Witness Division.  2016 is the thirtieth anniversary of 
the United Church of Canada’s Apology to First Nations People, and the worship time followed that 
theme, focusing on Isaiah 58: 9b-12.  Worship materials are available to Pastoral Charges on the 
United Church website – http://www.united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/apologies 
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Call to Order, Acknowledgement of Treaty 7, Welcome and Announcements 

Presbytery delegates were welcomed to this meeting; the traditional lands on which the meeting was 
held were acknowledged; and the meeting called to order by Chairperson Brenda Watt at 10:15 AM.   

Chairperson Brenda noted with appreciation the retirement of Linda Ervin, which was marked at the 
Celebration of Ministry service in Edmonton on June 5, 2016.   

Remits 1 and 4 – Julia Kimmett, Allan Buckingham, Barbara Davison 

Julia began the presentation time on Remits with an reminder to presbyters of their key role and 
responsibility in helping their local pastoral charges to be informed about the Remits, and to submit 
their votes in a timely manner.  It is important to help people sense the importance of these matters and 
the importance of voting.  Julia, Allan and Barbara, who attended General Council 42, are also 
available as resources to congregations.  

A number of guests from Diamond Valley pastoral charge were welcomed to the morning presentation. 

Julia gave an overview of Remit 1, pertaining to the Three Council model.   By this Remit, the current 
four councils (Pastoral Charges, Presbyteries, Conferences and General Council) would be re-
organized into three councils (communities of faith, regional councils and a denominational council).  
The number of regional councils would be between 12-15, boundaries to be determined by a cross-
country commission after the Remit has been voted on.  

Following small-group discussions, questions were fielded from the court.  

Allan then gave an overview of Remit 4, pertaining to the new funding model.  By this Remit, Mission & 
Service funds would be used for ministry and mission activities, while governance and support services 
would be funded by an assessment by the denominational council.  This assessment will not be more 
than 4.5% of total revenues raised for pastoral charge operations; it was noted that this level is far less 
than many other denominations.  Regional Councils/ Conferences/ Presbyteries would have the ability 
to assess beyond this if they so desired.  

Following small-group discussions, questions were fielded from the court.  

Presbyters were asked if they felt that they could bring these Remits back and present them locally, 
and there was a positive response.  While it is wise to have broad congregational input, it is the 
governing body of the Pastoral Charge (Council/Board) which actually casts the vote. If a pastoral 
charge does not submit a vote it is counted as if it were a “no” vote.  

The question, “what would happen if we didn’t go ahead with this,” one of our study questions today, is 
one way to help local governing bodies engage each Remit. There was discussion about the unique 
and important voice that the United Church of Canada has had on national issues, and the role that the 
success or failure of the Remits will have in our ability to move forward as a national entity.   

Each Presbytery meeting, we will study a few Remits, then will vote later since there are elements from 
one Remit which may impact another. Here is the schedule: 

 September 2016 - study Remits 2, 3 and 5;  

 November 2016 - study Remits 7 and 8;  

 January 2017 - vote on Remits 5,7 and 8 (the Presbytery-only Remits);  

 March 2017 – vote on Remits 1,2,3,4; 

 September/November 2017 – study Remit 6; 

 November 2017/January 2018 – vote on Remit 6.  

Many thanks to our General Council 42 delegates for leading us through this process.  

Lunch and Division Meetings  

Lunch was provided by Presbytery, coordinated by Congregation and Mission Development.  Many 
thanks to the people of Acme and Irricana for cooking and serving the main course.  
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One-hour Division Meetings followed lunch.   

BUSINESS MEETING  

Chairperson Brenda Watt called the Business Meeting to order at 2:13 PM.  

The order paper was accepted with only one change, moving the report regarding the “Celebrating the 
Small Church” event later in the agenda.  

New members of the court were introduced: Art Eeles, Ida Wegelin and Wendy Kindzierski. 

Presbytery Chaplain Henry Friesen brought greetings from Oliver and Joey Seward, who are marking 
their 60th wedding anniversary, and Oliver’s 90th birthday.  Greetings were also brought from Leonard 
and Lois Ling, who joined us for part of the afternoon.  

MOTION: Greg Wooley/Bob Findlay 2016-17-001 

That the minutes of the April 5, 2016 Presbytery meeting be approved, with one amendment:  
non-members present at that meeting were extended corresponding privileges, not voting 
privileges. CARRIED. 

Minutes of the April 26 and May 24, 2016 Presbytery Executive meetings were received for information. 

Chairperson’s Report – Brenda Watt 

Chairperson Brenda Watt presented recent highlights: 

 Gathering at the FCJ Centre in Calgary for the Alberta UCW Conference;  

 Presiding at the Covenanting service for Matthew Heesing at Diamond Valley;  

 Attending the “Minister ReCall” event in Edmonton, along with ten others from Foothills 
Presbytery.  This was a very worthwhile event, with three theme presenters encouraging 
sharing on a deeply honest level and reinforcing the importance of creating safe places for 
Ministry personnel to gather and share. Brenda expressed gratitude that President Paul 
Douglas Walfall felt so strongly that we have this event.  The location of this event was Knox-
Metropolitan United Church, whose congregation is leaving its building and moving into a newly-
merged congregation at the end of the month, a sobering reality for those who remember the 
significant contribution made by this congregation over the years.   

 Attending the Celebration of Ministry service at McDougall United Church, Edmonton, where 
three were Ordained, three accepted from other denominations, and nine retired. 

 Representing Foothills Presbytery at the Conference Executive meeting in Fort Saskatchewan. 
Executive Secretary Lynn Maki is retiring in August (her retirement will be acknowledged at next 
year’s Celebration of Ministry) and Presbytery Executives had been surveyed to see which way 
to proceed.   Although the Executives of the various Presbyteries were overwhelmingly in favour 
of hiring a new Executive Secretary for a two-year appointment, Conference Executive decided 
against hiring a new Executive Secretary.  Other Conferences will be approached to see if we 
could share staff in this area.    

MOTION: Olga Pollard/Ray Goodship 2016-17-002 

That the Recording Secretary of Foothills Presbytery, in consultation with the Executive, send a 
letter to the President of Conference, with a copy to Planning and Administration, expressing 
concern about the decision to not hire a full-time Executive Secretary.  CARRIED.  

Recording Secretary’s Report – Greg Wooley 

MOTION: Greg Wooley/Bob Findlay 2016-17-003 

That quorum for Foothills Presbytery for 2016-2017 be defined as 1/5 of members including 1/3 
of those present being ministry personnel and 1/3 of those being lay members other than 
designated Lay Ministers. CARRIED. 
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A list indicating when clergy are taking summer holidays is being gathered, and will be emailed once 
complete.  This should assist charges make summer coverage arrangements.  

Correspondence Secretary’s Report – Greg Wooley on behalf of Linda Ervin 

Correspondence was received today from Buffalo Hills United Church, notifying Presbytery of their 
change in governance structure.  They have moved to a “Mission Team” model consisting of a Spiritual 
Team, a Management Team, and a Leadership Team.  This letter has been forwarded to Pastoral 
Oversight.  

DIVISION REPORTS 

MINISTRY SUPPORT 

Pastoral Relations – Pamela Scott 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Julia Kimmett 2016-17-004 

That Banff Pastoral Charge, Rundle Memorial United Church extend a call to Murray Speer, 
effective July 1, 2016 for full time, COL 5, increment C: $61,938, telephone $1,080, continuing 
education $2,000, optional family health coverage $1,232 for a total of $66,250.  Vacation in 
2017 is 5 weeks plus December 26-29, administrative assistance will be 15 hours/week. 
CARRIED. 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Rita Cattell 2016-17-005 

That Murray Speer be transferred from Calgary Presbytery to Foothills Presbytery, effective July 
1, 2016. CARRIED. 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Lois Irvine 2016-17-006 

That Susan Wilkinson-Matticks’ appointment to Blackie/Gladys, Nanton/Cayley be extended 

from July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017.  Terms are: 30 hours per week, COL 3, Category F, pro-

rated to $42,939 plus 3%= $44,657.  Phone $675, continuing education $1050, total $46,382.  

There is 4 hours per week administrative assistance, mileage paid at $0.54 per km.  With three 

month’s notice, on the event the Pastoral Charge is able to call a Minister, the agreement can 

be terminated. CARRIED 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Lynda Arnold 2016-17-007 

That Wallace Fry have his membership in Presbytery transferred from Comox-Nanaimo, BC 
Conference, to Foothills, ANW Conference. CARRIED. 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Irene Milton 2016-17-008 

That Shannon Mang be retained on the roll, available for call/appointment. CARRIED. 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Bob Findlay 2016-17-009 

That Shannon Mang and Doug Powell be Honourary Associates at Ralph Connor Memorial 

United Church, Canmore effective July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017.  CARRIED 

Pastoral Oversight – no report. 

Education & Students - Irene Milton 

MOTION: Henry Friesen/Lynda Arnold 2016-17-010 

That Foothills Presbytery License Rosemary Ingraham of Arrowwood United, Norma Bell of 

Claresholm United, and Irene Milton of Gladys United, as Licensed Lay Worship Leaders for the 

period July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017. CARRIED. 
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STEWARDSHIP – Joyce Cook 

There is no formal report from “Appeals & Grants” but please note that applications need to get to 
Norma Bell by August 31 to be considered for the next funding period.   

No questions were raised regarding the Treasurer’s report, so the statements were received as 
circulated.  

A list of United Church Pensioners in Foothills Presbytery has been received from the national office, 
via our Presbytery Secretaries.  Stewardship Division will initiate an annual Pensioners’ Lunch, as a 
time for gathering and sharing.  Greg Wooley will send a notice to each pastoral charge, to determine 
the full list of those who are living within Foothills Presbytery and receiving United Church Pension. 
Foothills Presbytery’s United Church pensioners do receive invitations to twice-per-year gatherings in 
Calgary, and Edmonton Presbytery held a specific gathering to go through the Remits with retirees.  

The Small Churches event budget has been received, some points still need to be negotiated.  

All are encouraged to keep giving to the M&S fund, as it supports our national Church identity. 

CONGREGATION AND MISSION DEVELOPMENT – Sue Lauzon-MacDonald 

 All five scholarships to Canyon Church Camp are being used: three campers from Diamond 
Valley and two from High River. Camp participants from Foothills are able to access the travel 
subsidy from South Alberta Presbytery.  Canyon Church Camp is still seeking volunteers – 
chaplains, art people, camp moms, nurses – please consider giving your time and energy to this 
endeavour.  

 No registrants from Foothills Presbytery applied for the “Go Project”.  

 Live Streaming: a second $5,000 grant was received for this ongoing work.   While it is not usual 
to receive a second grant, the Conference committee overseeing grants is very supportive of 
our efforts to engage the challenges of establishing such a project in a rural area. 

 Sue expressed a thank-you to all who attended the pre-Presbytery event (which we plan to do 
again next year), to everyone who contributed to today’s lunch, and to the people of Acme and 
Irricana for their hospitality.  

 In September’s meeting there will be a community-building activity at lunchtime.  

STRONG PUBLIC WITNESS – Allan Buckingham 

 2016 is the 30th Anniversary of the United Church of Canada’s Apology to First Nations, 
resources to mark this occasion are available online.   Presbyters are invited to join in a “right 
relations reading circle” over the summer: the books Indigenous Healing (non-fiction) by Rupert 
Ross, and Medicine Walk (fiction) by Richard Wagamese will help us to learn about the history, 
culture, spirituality and beliefs of indigenous people, as well as learning more about the Indian 
Act.  On September 12, 2016, Canmore is hosting a gathering for anyone who has read these 
books and would like to discuss them.  Copies of these books, and an outline of the study 
process, will be put into our Strong Public Witness TRC Discovery Box.    

 Starting this fall, each Presbytery meeting will include learning time to watch 15-20 minute 
segments of the film “Elder in the Making,” followed by facilitated discussion.  (This replaces the 
technology seminar for the next year). We do have a license for this DVD to be shown 
throughout presbytery, for audiences up to 99 per showing – contact Allan if you are interested 
in showing it in your community.  The film may also be seen on Telus Optik, channel 707.   

 The “New Blood” Dance show is being performed in Ponoka on June 25, 2016.  

 Refugees are still in the process of arriving in our Presbytery – please contact the Division if you 
wish to have more information about how to proceed for sponsorship.   
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UCW PRESBYTERIAL – Eileen McMorris, past-president of Presbyterial 

Foothills Presbyterial will be holding a “Day of Enrichment” on October 15, 2016 at Vulcan United 
Church from 10 AM to 3 PM.  Cost is $30.00.  This event will include doing a healing circle, followed by 
making dream-catchers.  The $30 will also cover lunch.  Watch for posters in early September and to 
register.  Joanne Bean, who will do the sessions is well known in southern Alberta for her spiritual work.  

CONFERENCE UCW – Barbara Davison, past-president of Conference UCW.  

The Annual Meeting of Conference UCW took place at the FCJ Centre in Calgary at the end of April, 
featuring guest speaker Rev. Lynn Maki, who spoke about change and how we could “embrace” it. 
Group discussions took place and although there is no definitive answer to this question, many ways to 
accomplish the acceptance of change were forthcoming.  

Social activities made sure that everyone mixed and worked together.  Two attendees from Grande 
Prairie plan to attend other meetings.  Visitors to the banquet included the Presidents of both the 
Calgary Diocese Catholic Women’s’ League and the Anglican Church Women, a representative of the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Women, Past Chair of Calgary Presbytery, and the Chair of Foothills Presbytery.  
Sue Lauzon-MacDonald led the worship service with communion.  

The new Executive was installed; the new Conference UCW President is Margery Wright from St. 
Albert.  She presented Bibles to the ordinands on behalf of UCW at the Celebration of Ministry service. 

The UCW has had a repeat visit to the Alberta Legislature, presenting poverty dolls to all the MLAs.  

The national 55th UCW Anniversary will be in Vancouver in July 2017, and more information is coming 
in all the time -  check your UCW Newsletter “The Banner.”  Thanks for the continuing support of all 
UCW groups and their endeavours.  

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Allan Buckingham 

Meeting locations were clarified: 

 September 27, 2016 -  Claresholm 

 November 22, 2016 -  Strathmore 

 January 31, 2017 -  Okotoks 

 March 28, 2017 and June 6, 2017 – still open.  

The next Executive Teleconference will be September 6, 2016.  

1.5 hours of program time will be spent each meeting as we engage the Remits and study “Elder in the 
Making”, so we may want to deal with additional business at Executive to free up time at full meetings. 

Other Business 

Support for Fort McMurray – Brenda Watt 

Donalee Williams, the Minister at Fort McMurray United Church, was in attendance at the “Minister 
ReCall” and received a standing ovation from her colleagues. She knows she has our love and support, 
including specific support from the people of High River United Church who are all too familiar at coping 
with a disaster.  Fortunately, the United Church building was not damaged, nor was Donalee’s home.  

Celebrating the Small Church event – Rita Cattell, Irene Milton, Julia Kimmett 

On Saturday, October 29, 2016 a “Celebrating the Small Church” Event will be held at Red Deer Lake 
Community Hall, which can accommodate up to 250 guests.  Our goal is to have 150 people attend this 
event, roughly eight per congregation.  

The event will start at 11:00 AM, with a buffet lunch together.  Irene will be registrar.  The budget is still 
being worked on, but there will be no registration fee – we want everyone who can, to come.  An 
extraordinary meeting with Presbytery Executive may be needed to finalize the budget.  
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Irene will speak of her experience of small churches, and Rita will share some of her sabbatical 
research on healthy small churches.  The hope is that this event will help start building a network to 
provide support.  

If you self define as a small church (note: in the USA, any Church with under 250 average attendance 
is considered “small”!) we want you there & bring as many as you can. This event will help us to 
celebrate, claim, and look to a future that is both vital and vibrant.  

Installation of new Chairperson – Brenda Watt and Ray Goodship 

Brenda called the members of Presbytery Executive forward, to offer thanks for their gifts and their 
depth of commitment.   

Ray Goodship was installed as Chairperson, using a responsive litany, and he was presented with the 
staff, gavel and stole.  Presbyters were urged to help Ray know about special events coming up in our 
congregations, so that he can acknowledge these on behalf of Presbytery.  

Ray assumed the chair and expressed thanks to Brenda for being so authentically “herself” as 
Chairperson, and expressed his belief that God has called him to this position for a reason; “wherever 
we go, whatever we do, God continues to be God”.  Ray is hopeful and ready for what comes next, and 
thanked the court for its confidence in him.  

Motion for the Powers 

MOTION: David Robertson/Bob Findlay 2016-17-011 

That the powers of Foothills Presbytery, routine and emergent, rest with the Executive, and the 
sub-Executive if necessary, until the next scheduled meeting of Presbytery, except in matters 
where the consent of the full court is required by the Manual.  CARRIED. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM.   

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of Foothills Presbytery will be held September 27, 2016 at 
Claresholm United Church, 4803-2nd Street West, Claresholm AB.     

The next Executive meeting will be via conference call on September 6, 2016.  

 

________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Chair, Brenda Watt/Ray Goodship  Recording Secretary, Greg Wooley 

 

 


