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FOOTHILLS PRESBYTERY EXECUTIVE 
“Moving our Ministry ON…OUT…and into the community.” 

Teleconference, Tuesday, May 24, 2016 

 
Attendance:  Brenda Watt (Chair), Greg Wooley, (Recording Secretary), Ray Goodship (Chair-

Elect), Norma Bell, Allan Buckingham, Rita Cattell, Joyce Cook, Julia Kimmett, Sue Lauzon-
Macdonald, Jim Litchfield, Irene Milton, Pamela Scott       

Regrets: Linda Ervin, Eileen McMorris 
 
A quorum was present.  

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Brenda Watt at 9:33 AM with an 
acknowledgement of the peoples of Treaty 7, on whose lands we conduct our meetings and 
Ministry, and an opening prayer. The agenda was adopted on an as-needs basis.  

Minutes 

MOTION: Greg Wooley/Ray Goodship 2015-16-067 

that the Executive Minutes of April 26, 2016 be adopted as presented. CARRIED 

Chairperson – Brenda Watt 

The Fresh Start program has now has been approved at Conference and General Council. 
Further discussion is needed regarding how this program will be supported going forward as it 
has been well-received by our congregations and we have trained leaders within our 
Presbytery. 

An additional $5000 grant has been approved to continue the Live Streaming project at 
Crossfield.  Conference has recognized that this project can help the Conference/Region to 
address the challenges in launching this kind of initiative in small communities.  

Brenda will be attending an extra meeting of Conference Executive on June 6th  

Recording Secretary- Greg Wooley 

The Membership Roster of Presbytery, a confidential list for Presbytery use only, has not been 
updated since 2013.  Either the Recording Secretary or Correspondence Secretary will have 
this list updated by the fall.  Executive requests that the phone number listed be the “number 
best reached in case of emergency” in addition to a more formal office number.  

Treasurer - Jim Litchfield 

Financial reports will be circulated one week prior to the June 14 Presbytery meeting.  There are 
no pressing financial matters.  

Congregation & Mission Development - Sue Lauzon-Macdonald 

Four of the five camp scholarships have been given out.  

Sue will confirm with Acme regarding needs for the June meeting – Presbytery will provide the 
volunteers.   She also indicated that she had a productive meeting with a representative of the 
Stavely congregation, in her role as supervisor.  

Pastoral Relations – Pamela Scott 
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Airdrie 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Allan Buckingham 2015-16-068 

that David Pollard’s membership be transferred to South Alberta Presbytery.  CARRIED 

The JNAC work has begun at Airdrie, and the congregation continues its work toward the 
recommendations contained in the Pastoral Oversight Visitation report.  

Balzac 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Joyce Cook 2015-16-069 

that we accept Rita Cattell’s notice of retirement, effective August 31, 2016.   CARRIED 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Norma Bell 2015-16-070 

that we accept Rita Cattell’s request to be eligible for appointment as Retired Supply, 
from September 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017.  CARRIED 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Irene Milton 2015-16-071 

that Rita Cattell be appointed as to a full-time position as Retired Supply to Balzac 
United Church, for the period September 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017.  Category F, COL 4, 
Salary $62420 plus $471 = $62891, phone $360, Continuing Education $1375.  
CARRIED.  

Banff 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Sue Lauzon-MacDonald 2015-16-072 

that Doug Powell be retained on the Roll of Presbytery and that he be eligible for 
appointment as Retired Supply, for the period July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017.  CARRIED 

A call has been extended by Rundle Memorial United Church, Banff, and will be considered at 
the June meeting of Presbytery.  

Claresholm 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Ray Goodship 2015-16-073 

that Linda Ervin be appointed to a 0.5 position as Retired Supply to Claresholm United 
Church, for the period July 3, 2016 to December 31, 2016. COL 2: Category F. Prorated 
figures for the six months: $13,871 salary, $135 phone, $343 Continuing Education.  
CARRIED. 

Rockyford 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Irene Milton 2015-16-074 

that Gordon Hunter be appointed to a .15 position as Retired Supply to Rockyford United 
Church, for the period July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017.  Category D, COL 2. Salary 
$51016 -prorated, Continuing Education $440, phone $1080 = $9176.40 per year.  
CARRIED. 

Diamond Valley 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Joyce Cook 2015-16-075  

that Julia Kimmett be appointed as Pastoral Charge Supervisor at Diamond Valley 
Pastoral Charge, effective immediately.  CARRIED. 

David Robertson continues in his role as Matthew Heesing’s supervisor.  
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Pastoral Oversight - Rita Cattell 

MOTION: Rita Cattell/Allan Buckingham 2015-16-076 

that we approve the Memorandum of Understanding between Acme United Church and 
Knox United Church, Three Hills, to June 2018.  CARRIED.  

Education and Students – Irene Milton 

Motions will be brought to the June meeting regarding licensed lay worship leaders.  

Stewardship - Joyce Cook  

MOTION: Joyce Cook/Norma Bell 2015-16-077 

that travel be reimbursed for the “clergy days apart” to a maximum of $1000 total, 
prorated among those submitting claims. CARRIED. 

Clergy are also reminded to submit their $50 hotel expense claim for this event.  

Presbytery Planning Team - Allan Buckingham 

Locations for upcoming meetings are “in process.”  A number of congregations are willing to 
host, but we do need to ensure that there are central locations for wintertime meetings.  

At the June meeting, Ray Goodship will be installed as Chairperson of Presbytery.   There are 
no vacancies anticipated within the committees; a Chair-Elect will be needed one year from 
now.  

General Council Commissioners - Julia Kimmett/Allan Buckingham 

Sixty to ninety minutes will be set aside in the June meeting, prior to lunchtime, to study Remits 
#1 and #4.   Background material has been circulated.  The hope is that this study time will 
assist congregations in their discussions on these Remits, as well as informing presbyters as we 
vote on all the Remits at the end of our study process.  

Other Business 

Small Church Event – Rita Cattell 

A Presbytery-wide event, “Celebrating the Small Church” will be held on October 29th at Red 
Deer Lake Community Hall.  This venue can accommodate up to 250.   The hope is that eight 
people from each congregation that identifies itself as a “small church” will be in attendance.  
This event will include a “meet & greet” time over lunch, to connect with others and start 
developing a small Church network.  There will be time to share what’s working, and hopes & 
challenges, with a view to planning future events.  Irene Milton will be doing a presentation as 
well. Gathering will be from 11 AM to 12 noon, lunch is provided, and participants can expect to 
be on the road to return home by 3 PM.  

Executive agreed that the planning committee can proceed with confirming the venue, paying a 
deposit if needed.  A budget for this event will be developed by the planning committee in 
consultation with the Stewardship Division, and presented at the June Presbytery meeting.  

Connecting with our United Church Pensioners – Greg Wooley 

A list was received by Presbytery Secretaries in November 2015 regarding United Church 
Pensioners living in the bounds of Presbytery.   This includes retired Ministry personnel and 
those receiving widows’/widowers’ pensions.  Some names on the list were unfamiliar, or are 
persons known to have moved elsewhere.  Joyce Cook indicated that Stewardship Division was 
appointed to have oversight of this area a couple of years ago, and they will look into it further 
and report back in June.  Calgary Presbytery does have an annual pensioners’ gathering and 
some Foothills folk have participated in this.  
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Executive Secretary Position, ANW Conference – Greg Wooley 

Presbytery Executives in ANW Conference have been asked to consider various options in light 
of the August 2016 retirement of Lynn Maki, Executive Secretary.   

Responses received from Foothills Presbytery Executive members indicated a general 
preference to hire a full-time Executive Secretary on a two-year contract rather than the other 
options presented, i.e., a part-time option or job-sharing with another Conference.  Executive 
agreed to this recommendation, which will be forwarded today to Paul Douglas Walfall, 
President of Conference.  

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:36 AM. This was the final Executive meeting to be chaired by 
Brenda Watt, and thanks were expressed for the thoughtfulness and diligence of this group, and 
for Brenda’s leadership.  

Important Dates: 

June 3-4-5 – “Clergy Recall” event and Celebration of Ministry Service, Edmonton 

June 13 – Campfire Sing-a-long, Acme campground 

June 14 – full Presbytery meeting at Acme United Church 

August 23 (to be confirmed) - next scheduled Executive call 

 

_______________                        ____________________________ 
Chair, Brenda Watt                       Recording Secretary, Greg Wooley 

   


