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FOOTHILLS PRESBYTERY MINUTES 

“Moving our Ministry ON…OUT…and into the community.” 

Regular Meeting, Tuesday April 5, 2016, St. Andrew’s United Church, Cochrane AB 

Present: *          Regrets: o         Absent: x 

Ministry Personnel by Pastoral Charge  Elected Lay Presbyters by Town 

Acme --   Acme Susan Simpson * 

Airdrie --   Airdrie Marion Collin X 

Balzac Rita Cattell *   Kathy Lind * 

Banff Doug Powell *  Arrowwood Rosemary Ingraham * 

Blackie-Gladys (see Nanton)   Balzac --  

Canmore Greg Wooley *  Banff Allan Buckingham * 

Claresholm Linda Ervin *  Blackie --  

Cochrane Ray Goodship *  Canmore Joan Lawton (alt) * 

Crossfield Brenda Watt *  Cayley Myrna Ellston  X 

Diamond Valley Matthew Heesing *  Claresholm Norma Bell * 

High River Susan Lukey X  Cochrane Arlene Hepburn * 

 David Robertson O    Pat Hatfield X 

Irricana Ruth McArthur *  Crossfield Bev Ink * 

Nanton-Cayley 
Susan Wilkinson-

Matticks *  DeWinton Brent Ellenton X 

Okotoks-DeWinton Julia Kimmett *  Gladys Irene Milton * 

Prairie Winds Sue MacDonald *  High River Al Buehler X 

Rockyford Gordon Hunter *   Marg Fenton * 

Stavely --    Bob Findlay * 

Strathmore Pamela Scott *   Simmona Ledger O 

    Irricana Marilynn Poffenroth * 

    Nanton Eleanore Tribe O 

Retired/ Retained: Shirley Collard X  Okotoks Lois Irvine * 

     Stewart Thomas * 

 Henry Friesen *  Rockyford Lynda Arnold O 

 Shelley Lavenne X  Stavely --  

 Leonard Ling X  Strathmore Donalda Ledene  * 

 Shannon Mang X   Charles Watson X 

 

Sherlee McGregor-

McCuaig *  
 Art Eeles (alt) 

X 

 Oliver Seward X  Turner Valley Sandra Farr-Jones * 

 Donal Stewart X  Vulcan Joyce Cook * 

 Don Watt X  UCW Eileen McMorris * 

Guests:   Karen Holmes *  

Lay Members 

at large Barbara Davison * 

     Bonar Hanson * 

     Sandra Hanson * 

     Jim Litchfield * 

     Olga Pollard X  
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Worship  

Worship was led by Irene Milton and members of the Ministry Support division on the theme of 
“Holy Humour,” a fun and uplifting reclaiming of an ancient tradition.   

Call to Order; Acknowledgement of Treaty 7; Welcome, Announcements and Milestones 

Presbytery delegates were welcomed to this meeting; the traditional lands on which the meeting 
was held were acknowledged; and the meeting called to order by Chairperson Brenda Watt at 
10:03 AM.   

Chairperson Brenda marked two important milestones of members of Foothills Presbytery: the 
25th anniversary of Sherlee McGregor-McCuaig’s ordination, and the 30th anniversary of Sue 
Lauzon-MacDonald’s commissioning.   

Karen Holmes and Matthew Heesing were introduced to the court. 

Division Meetings, Lunch and Technology Seminar  

St. Andrew’s United Church, Cochrane puts on a weekly luncheon on Tuesday and Presbyters 
joined with local community members for lunch.    

Following Lunch and Division Meetings, Allan Buckingham led a technology seminar on finding 
the Remits online.  The website www.gc42.ca has a variety of support and study materials 
available.  Adobe Reader DC has a variety of editing tools that are very helpful.  

The June Technology Seminar will focus on Pinterest.  

BUSINESS MEETING  

Chairperson Brenda Watt called the Business Meeting to order in the Sanctuary at 1:15 PM, 
with thanks to the St. Andrew’s congregation for their hospitality and their service of community.  

MOTION: Ray Goodship/Allan Buckingham 2015-16-053 

That all non-members in attendance be extended corresponding privileges. CARRIED 

MOTION: Sandra Farr-Jones/Rosemary Ingraham 2015-16-054 

That the order paper be adopted as presented.  CARRIED 

Greg Wooley noted one correction to the January 26, 2016 minutes: Marilynn Poffenroth should 
be noted as “present” rather than “absent.”  

MOTION: Sue Lauzon-MacDonald/Linda Ervin 2015-16-055 

That the minutes of the January 26, 2016 meeting of Foothills Presbytery be adopted as 
corrected.  CARRIED 

The minutes of the February 23, 2016 Executive meeting have been presented for information.  

Chairperson’s Report – Brenda Watt 

Chairperson Brenda Watt attended the recent Conference Executive meeting in Edmonton, held 
the week prior to Holy Week.  The meeting worked through the Conference priorities.  Highlights 
included: 

 Four youth representatives from ANW Conference have signed up for the Go Project, with two of 
these coming from Foothills Presbytery. [see also page 44 of these minutes] 

 Order of Ministry personnel are required to attend the Celebration of Ministry service on June 5; 
congregations have been reminded that this is part of Ministry responsibilities, and follows the 
Clergy Recall days, June 3-4 

 An ad hoc committee has been struck to deal with licensing for sacraments.  

 Creative ways are being investigated for smaller communities to have full-time Ministry 

 Follow up work regarding the Truth & Reconciliation Commission is being encouraged and 

http://www.gc42.ca/
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supported 

 The next gathering of General Council will happen in 2018, rather than in 2017 

 A Stewardship Event is coming up mid-April 

 Supports are being offered through the Intercultural ministry network for Ministers coming from 
other nations 

 Work is being done toward finding appropriate places for Ministry internships 

 The Evangelism Survey has led to a report, posted on the ANW Conference website 
 
This will be Brenda’s last meeting with this group – they meet twice per year, generally once in 
Edmonton, once in Calgary.  Ray Goodship, Chair-Elect of Foothills Presbytery, now assumes this role.   

Conference President Paul Walfall shared a letter indicating that Executive Secretary Lynn Maki will be 
retiring in August 2016, following fourteen years of service in this position.  Much gratitude is due to 
Lynn, for preparing us so well for the structural changes coming our way.  She carries much wisdom and 
insight with her. Discussions are being held with another Conference to perhaps the role of Executive 
Secretary as we transition into possible new structures.   Presbyters are encouraged to offer their 
personal thanks and reflections to Lynn as she moves into retirement.  

Broader oversight of the Fresh Start program is recommended at the General Council level, while 
maintaining local connections. Facilitators in this program have specialized training and we are 
represented by Ray Goodship, Sue Lauzon-MacDonald, and Brenda Watt.  

Recording Secretary’s Report – and Meeting Dates - Greg Wooley 

Pastoral charges are reminded: if there have been changes to lay representatives at your Annual 
Meeting, please notify Greg, including an email address.  

The following Meeting Dates are proposed to the court: 

EXECUTIVE: 
 2016 - May 24, August 23 (to be confirmed), and October 25. 
 2017 - January 3, February 28, April 25. 
 
FULL PRESBYTERY:  

2016 - June 14 (with pre-meeting June 13) in Acme; September 27 and November 22 (locations 
to be determined for Sept & Nov 2016 and all 2017 meetings) 
2017 - January 31, March 28 and June 6.  The January meeting is one week later than usual as 
a number of members of the court are likely to be at Epiphany Explorations in Victoria. 

 
Correspondence Secretary’s Report - no report.  

DIVISION REPORTS: 

MINISTRY SUPPORT 

Pastoral Relations - Pamela Scott 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Bob Findlay 2015-16-056 

That we appoint Rita Cattell as Pastoral Supervisor for Airdrie United Church, effective 
immediately. CARRIED 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Rita Cattell 2015-16-057 

That we accept Linda Ervin’s notice of retirement, effective July 1, 2016.   CARRIED 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Rita Cattell 2015-16-058 

That we accept Linda Ervin’s request to be eligible for appointment as retired supply, from 
July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017.  CARRIED 
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MOTION: Pamela Scott/Julia Kimmett 2015-16-059 

That Doug Powell be retained on the roll of Foothills Presbytery, from July 1, 2016 to June 
30, 2017.  CARRIED 

MOTION: Rita Cattell/Lois Irvine 2015-16-060 

That we form a Joint Search Committee for Nanton/Cayley – Blackie/Gladys, with Sue 
Lauzon-MacDonald and Marg Fenton as Presbytery representatives.   CARRIED 

Pastoral Oversight - Rita Cattell 

Pastoral Charges are reminded to send their Annual Reports to Rita Cattell and Joyce Cook, by email or 
can be brought to Presbytery as hard copy.  Rita also acknowledged the huge amount of work done by 
Pamela Scott, in handling the extensive paperwork and recruitment that pertain to Pastoral Relations.  

Questions were raised regarding Annual Reports.  In addition to the two Presbytery copies, a copy 
needs to be sent to the national Statistical Office, and a copy also needs to be lodged with Conference 
Archives.  The Secretary will clarify the mechanism for sending copies to the Archives.  

Education & Students - no report.  

STEWARDSHIP – Joyce Cook 

As noted in the January 2016 minutes, Ministry Personnel are reminded to claim $50 on an expense 
form for hotel reimbursement pertaining to the Celebration of Ministry service.  Joyce will check to see if 
mileage is being paid by Conference, as ANW Conference has mandated attendance at this event.  

Treasurer - no report, other than the printed reports already circulated.  

Appeals and grants – no report 

Property – no report 

Mission & Service - Sue Lauzon-Macdonald 

M&S information may be accessed on the Stewardship toolkit website.  In 2015, M&S givings went down 
again but the amount of money raised beyond that for special appeals, e.g. for refugees, totalled almost 
$9 Million.   Questionnaires have been sent out regarding future directions for the Gifts with Vision 
program, and future M&S directions.  Creative and fun ideas for M&S fundraising are most welcome at 
the local level. Kudos to UCW for continued strong support.   

Presbyters were also reminded of the importance of the upcoming Remit regarding the funding model, 
as this will have a significant impact on the way that M&S funds are handled.   

CONGREGATION AND MISSION DEVELOPMENT - Sue Lauzon-Macdonald 

1. Canyon Church Camp http://www.canyonchurchcamp.com/ - at Waterton  

As requested, we will fund their Leadership Development training for field work and promotion, and will 
encourage a passionate camp person from within Foothills Presbytery to take the training on our behalf.   

We have agreed to provide five camp scholarships of $75 each – poster and bulletin to be sent out to 
pastoral charges, which will outline the process of accessing these scholarships.  

Pastoral Charges are encouraged to honour April 24th as Camp Sunday, and to recruit and encourage 
teachers and volunteers. A letter will be forwarded to the Treasurer of South Alberta Presbytery 
regarding their travel pool to see if some of our charges can access those monies.  

2. Go Project 

We did not receive any paperwork from anyone, though it appears that two from within Foothills 
Presbytery have applied directly to Conference.  We can have two delegates of which we would pay 
one-third of the costs…but we need to know who they are in order to provide these funds.  

http://www.canyonchurchcamp.com/
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3. June 13 Pre-Presbytery Event 

Information will be forwarded regarding an informal evening around a campfire.  Building community will 
be the focus.  Campsite and Motel information will be given.  

4. June 14 BBQ Lunch – in Acme, at Presbytery Meeting 

Surnames A-M bring salads, surnames N-Z bring Ice Cream toppings [your surname, not the name of 
your Church/pastoral charge/community!] 

5. Live Streaming 

The Live Streaming project in Crossfield continues.  It is up and running but not optimal – more funding 
is needed. The second Technology grant will be applied for by April 15.  

6. Resources 

Presentations from The Walrus Talks Spirituality are posted on the United Church Observer website.  
This is Canadian content, including one called “different perspectives of spirituality.”   Yesterday’s forum 
had seven different spiritual perspectives – some congregations live-streamed it but these will also be 
posted at www.thewalrus.ca    

Another resource to consider is www.prayerbench.ca which offers a number of studies.  

STRONG PUBLIC WITNESS - Allan Buckingham 

Update on refugees – it has been challenging for refugees who did not make the first 25,000 arrivals. 
The United Church has made a sample letter regarding these challenges, to be posted on the Foothills 
Presbytery website.  

2016 is the 30th anniversary of first United Church Apology to our aboriginal brothers and sisters.  There 
will be a live stream of this event from Sudbury.   The initial 1986 Apology received a response two 
years later, and the apology and response call all of us to reflect on “what happens after someone 
apologizes?”  Strong Public Witness has asked Congregation and Mission Development if we could lead 
worship at the June Presbytery meeting (and they have graciously agreed), using resources created by 
the United Church in early May.  We are also investigating possibilities of hearing aboriginal voices.  

Planning Committee will be approached with a request: in future meetings starting in September, we 
would like to show a half hour portion of “Elder in the Making” in place of the Technology sessions.  
There are six chapters, roughly 15 minutes each, to be followed by discussion time.  This program 
features a Taiwanese Canadian and a First Nations person in dialogue.  

The United Church is encouraging each congregation is to have two congregational animators to help 
with the ongoing walk of reconciliation.  

UCW - Eileen McMorris 

The annual meeting was hosted by Nanton United Church UCW on Thursday, March 31.  About 45 
women attended.  We received a certificate of gratitude from the Moderator/General Council Office, for 
over $4700 donated directly from our Presbyterial unites in 2015. Our speaker was Dr. Linda Ormson.  

The new executive is: Norma Bell, Secretary; Joyce Cook, Treasurer; Eileen McMorris, Past-President.  
We are still looking for a President. 

The annual meeting for ANW Conference UCW, April 21-23, 2016, is being hosted by Foothills 
Presbyterial at the FCJ Centre in Calgary.  Meals and accommodations are on site.  Rev. Lynn Maki will 
be our guest speaker, on “Changes.”  Overnight accommodation is all booked but it is still possible to 
register for the day programs by contacting Joyce Cook, Registrar.  

CONFERENCE UCW – no report. 

 

 

http://www.thewalrus.ca/
http://www.prayerbench.ca/
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GENERAL COUNCIL COMMISSIONERS - Barbara Davison, Julia Kimmett and Allan Buckingham 

Commissioners attended a preparatory meeting last week regarding the upcoming Remits, and an 
information sheet was distributed to Presbyters at today’s meeting – general information about Remits, 
and specific information about the specific Remits presently before the Church. (Section F.2 in The 
Manual gives additional detail regarding the various categories of Remits.)    

Eight remits were authorized by the 42nd General Council in August 2015: 

Four Category 3 Remits, to both Presbyteries and Pastoral Charges, responses due by June 30, 2017. 

Remit 1 – Change from Four Court to Three Court structure 
Remit 2 – Eliminating Transfer and Settlement 
Remit 3 – Creation of an Office of Vocations 
Remit 4 – Moving to an Assessment Model for funding the work of the General Council. 

 
One more Category 3 Remit, response due by February 28, 2018. 

Remit 6 – One Order of Ministry 

These Category 3 Remits have been sent to both Presbyteries and Pastoral Charges (within multi-point 
Charges, it is the Charge, not individual congregations, who vote).  While a Council or Board may make 
the decision on behalf of the Pastoral Charge, it is suggested/encouraged that congregants have the 
opportunity for input.   

There are also three Category 2 Remits, to Presbyteries only, responses due February 17, 2017: 

Remit 5 – Ministry Partners with Mutual Recognition of Ministry Agreement 
Remit 7 – Candidacy Pathway 
Remit 8 – Towards a New Model of Membership 

 
Three options were presented for how Foothills Presbytery might consider these Remits: 

Option 1. Study remits 2 or 3 at a time at upcoming Presbytery meetings then vote on all of them at the 
end.  Many are intertwined, and decisions regarding one might impact others.  

Option 2. Begin with a book full of material on GC42 Remits.  At the next 3 or 4 Presbytery meetings, 
some information will be shared, Presbyters will go into commissions, discuss, vote as a commission.  

Option 3.  Take one meeting in the fall and do all of the remits for the day, as small group work, then 
vote at the next meeting…giving time to process the learnings before voting.    

A clear majority (24 of 32 who voted) chose option 1.   The General Council Representatives will make a 
recommendation to the Planning Committee regarding the time commitment and placement in upcoming 
meetings, which remits to do each meeting, and possible advance planning materials.  Clearly, this is 
our important work for the next year. 

The hope is that these Remit study sessions at Presbytery will be helpful in how to roll it out at your 
Pastoral Charge.  Commissioners can come to local boards if needed, but by doing it as a Presbytery 
first of all the information base will be expanded.   Boards are free to go ahead and vote without 
engaging in study, but past experience from 1980s does not recommend this.  

In June – we will look at the assessment model (remit 4) and four court to three court model (remit 1), 
both of which are category 3 Remits.  Background reading will be distributed in advance through the 
Secretary and we do ask that this material be engaged prior to the June meeting.  

PLANNING COMMITTEE - Allan Buckingham 

The September meeting will (likely) be held in Okotoks.  A central location will be found for the 
November meeting.  
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As noted above, Eileen McMorris’ term as UCW Presbyterial representative is coming to a 
close.  With this in mind the following motion was made: 

MOTION: Allan Buckingham/Joyce Cook 2015-16-061 

That Eileen McMorris be named a member-at-large of Foothills Presbytery.   CARRIED 

PROPOSAL re. Congregational Strength & Vitality - Rita Cattell & Task Group 

Presbytery Executive tasked a small group with determining next steps to address congregational 
strength and vitality. Rita did sabbatical work regarding confident small churches, generally 50-60 or less 
in worship; in the USA anything less than 250 in worship is considered a “small church.”  One size does 
not fit all regarding which kinds of approaches are regarded as inside/outside the box.   

The task group recommends that we begin with a celebration – a luncheon on a Saturday, all expenses 
paid, with anyone from our congregations invited and encouraged to attend.   

 What are the good news stories?   

 What makes small churches unique and special?   

 What are some of the things we know about small churches that are true but not helpful?   
The first step in strengthening the majority of congregations is a “good news luncheon” – a catered 
luncheon, creating no work for attendees.  We want to hear from the laypeople in the congregations, 
hear from each other about what is working, what is important, and how we support our immediate 
communities.  After hearing from one another, we can engage what help is needed specifically in local 
settings.  Networks can be set up stay in touch, support and encourage one another when the big 
changes happen.  

Suggested date of October 15th, 2016?  Funding is already in place.  We will start with one event and 
see if additional, smaller events are needed.  It could be a portable event, repeated regionally, but let’s 
start big!  The task group will find a venue.  

MOTION: Rita Cattell/Ray Goodship 2015-16-062 

That Foothills Presbytery hold a Good News Event for Small Churches, for the fall of 2016, 
costs to be covered within Foothills Presbytery financial resources.   CARRIED 

Motion for the Powers 

MOTION: Bob Findlay/Doug Powell 2015-16-063 

That the powers of Foothills Presbytery, routine and emergent, rest with the Executive, 
and the sub-Executive if necessary, until the next scheduled meeting of Presbytery, 
except in matters where the consent of the full court is required by the Manual.  
CARRIED 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:58 PM.  

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, June 14, 2016 – meeting at Acme United Church, Acme AB (co-hosted by 
Irricana and Acme) with worship by Strong Public Witness; June 13 Pre-Event, TBA. 

Next Executive Teleconference: Tuesday, May 24, 2016 at 9:30 AM  

Presbyters are invited to the April 24 covenanting service between Matthew Heesing, Diamond Valley 
Pastoral Charge and Foothills Presbytery – 2:00 PM in Turner Valley.  

 

 

_________________________ ____________________________________________ 

Chair, Brenda Watt Recording Secretary, Greg Wooley 


