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FOOTHILLS PRESBYTERY EXECUTIVE 
 “Moving our Ministry ON…OUT…and into the community.” 

Teleconference – Tuesday, February 23, 2016 
 

 
Attendance:  Brenda Watt (Chair), Greg Wooley, (Recording Secretary), Linda Ervin 
(Correspondence Secretary), Ray Goodship (Chair-Elect), Rita Cattell, Joyce Cook, Julia 
Kimmett, Sue Lauzon-MacDonald, Jim Litchfield, Eileen McMorris, Irene Milton, Pamela Scott.  

Opening/Prayer: 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Brenda Watt at 9:34 AM with an 
acknowledgement of Treaty 7 and a brief reading and prayer.   

Agenda: 

The Agenda was accepted with one change: the input from congregations re. “strengthening 
ministry” was moved to the top of the agenda.   

Input from Congregations re “Strengthening Ministry” – Greg Wooley 

A report was shared, summarizing the nine responses received from Presbyters.  There 
appears to be broad support for an event focusing on the revitalization of rural and small 
communities of faith, with some form of follow-up at the congregational/cluster level.  After a 
time of thorough discussion, a three-person project team was formed: Rita Cattell, Julia Kimmett 
and Irene Milton, to make initial plans and report back to the April 2016 meeting of Presbytery.  

Minutes: 

No issues were reported regarding the draft minutes of the January 26, 2016 Presbytery 
meeting.   

Report from Presbytery Chair – Brenda Watt 

An update was shared regarding the Fresh Start program.  Feedback suggested that rebranding 
might be considered, as this program is applicable to any pastoral relationship, not just new 
ones.  Materials will be updated and revised to reflect our denominational setting. Overall, there 
is great support for this program, to be continued under our own United Church umbrella.   One 
additional learning from this project: the glip.com online platform was used, and was found to be 
very helpful.  It would be good to explore the use of this platform for our Executive meetings.  

Executive was informed that Barb Lough, Calgary Presbytery Administrator, has had a heart 
attack.  She is back at work already.  Barb has been a great friend of Foothills Presbytery and 
our best wishes are extended to her in her healing journey.  

Executive members were asked for assistance in reminding the Chairperson (and one another) 
when there are special events within Presbytery that would appreciate receiving formal 
greetings from the Chair.   

Reports from Presbytery Secretaries: 

Recording Secretary - Greg Wooley 

no report.   

Correspondence Secretary - Linda Ervin 

Matthew Heesing’s paperwork will be submitted; we have confirmed with Earl Reaburn that a 
motion of transfer is not required.  

Division Reporting 
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CONGREGATION & MISSION DEVELOPMENT – Sue Lauzon-MacDonald 

In light of the discussion regarding a possible “strengthening ministry” event, and the timing of 
the “Time Apart for Ministry Personnel” on June 3-4, Sue inquired as to the will of the Executive 
regarding our June gathering.  A change of date to Tuesday, June 14, 2016 will be investigated 
with Acme and Irricana, who had been suggested as potential hosts for this meeting.  Brenda 
Watt will work with Sue on planning an informal gathering for the Monday evening.  

MINISTRY SUPPORT 

Pastoral Relations- Pamela Scott 

 Acme: the Memorandum of Understanding does need attention, but the connection 
between Acme and Three Hills seems strong.  They will be continuing with the Fresh 
Start program; Sue Lauzon-MacDonald will be sending a report, through Pastoral 
Oversight. 

 Airdrie: the Pastoral Oversight Visitation report contained five recommendations.  A 
resource person has been recruited from Edmonton to work on one of the 
recommendations.  Greg Wooley and Ray Goodship have agreed to conduct an exit 
interview with Rev. David Pollard; a gift card has been sent to David on behalf of 
Presbytery, in thanks for his long service to Presbytery.  

 Banff: the Joint Search Committee is now interviewing.  

 Blackie-Gladys/Nanton-Cayley: talks regarding a larger regional ministry have broken 
down for the moment.  Further clarification and discussion is needed with Claresholm.  

Pastoral Oversight – Rita Cattell 

There has been a conversation with the Chairperson of the Airdrie United Church Board, 
confirming that the recommendations contained in the Pastoral Oversight Visitation report do 
continue to be in effect, even after their change in pastoral relations at the end of March.  

Education & Students - Irene Milton 

Irene, along with Brenda Watt, met with Julie Reynolds from Acme.  Julie has been sent back to 
do more work, with hopes that she will be re-interviewed in time to be licensed in June.  

STEWARDSHIP - Joyce Cook 

St. Andrew’s United Church, Cochrane has a weekly community lunch on Tuesdays.  It would 
be awkward to collect our meal money at the same time that this community lunch is being 
served, so for this meeting only, the $10.00 for Presbytery lunch will be collected upon arrival at 
the meeting, rather than at lunchtime.  This will be indicated in the header of the notice of 
meeting.  

The ANW Conference Stewardship meeting was held at Red Deer.  ANW Conference Mission 
and Service givings were down 3% last year, but ANW was still the 5th highest M&S giver 
among the Conferences.   

Treasurer – Jim Litchfield 

Financial reports were sent to Executive members in advance of this meeting, and were 
received as presented.  Linda Ervin is willing to circulate the financial reports to Presbyters, one 
week prior to regular Presbytery meetings.  

STRONG PUBLIC WITNESS – Eileen McMorris reporting for Allan Buckingham 

The division is investigating the possibility of hosting the “New Blood-The Dance Show” a large 
theatre production from Strathmore focusing on First Nation/Settler relationships and 
reconciliation.  
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UCW – Eileen McMorris 

No change since the Strathmore meeting.  

Planning Team – Brenda Watt reporting for Allan Buckingham 

The meeting was asked if there were any requests for agenda time.  An update regarding 
Syrian Refugee sponsorship can be shared as part of the Strong Public Witness time; Julia 
Kimmett reported that Okotoks, Diamond Valley and Red Deer Lake have agreed to work 
together on a sponsorship, and Canmore’s paperwork has been submitted.   

ANW Conference has circulated an Evangelism survey; responses are encouraged by March 8. 

General Council – Julia Kimmett 

Executive agreed that it would be helpful to include General Council/Comprehensive Review 
reporting time on our agendas. Julia will remain on Executive in this role, and Allan Buckingham 
is another Commissioner who is a member of Executive. Julia noted that Remits will soon be 
circulated to Presbyteries and Pastoral Charges, with a reminder that “no vote = a ‘no’ vote.”  
Commissioners will be gathering on March 29-30.  

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:50 AM with thanks and a blessing, as we journey through 
Lent and Holy Week to Easter.   

 
NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of Foothills Presbytery will be held April 5, 2016 at St. 
Andrew’s United Church, 128 – 1st Street East, Cochrane AB.   Worship will be led by the 
Ministry Support Division.  
 
 
_________________________ ____________________________________________ 
Chair, Brenda Watt Recording Secretary, Greg Wooley 
  


