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FOOTHILLS PRESBYTERY MINUTES 
“Moving our Ministry ON…OUT…and into the community.” 

Regular Meeting, Tuesday November 24, 2015, United Church in the Valley, Turner Valley AB 
Present: * Regrets: o  Absent: x 

Ministry Personnel by Pastoral Charge  Elected Lay Presbyters by Town 

Acme    Acme Susan Simpson X 

Airdrie David Pollard *  Airdrie   

Balzac Rita Cattell *  Arrowwood Rosemary Ingraham X 

Banff Doug Powell *  Balzac Islay Griffith X 

Blackie-Gladys    Banff Allan Buckingham * 

Canmore Greg Wooley *  Blackie   

Claresholm Linda Ervin *  Canmore Cam McMann * 

Cochrane Ray Goodship O  Cayley Myrna Ellston  X 

Crossfield Brenda Watt *  Claresholm Norma Bell * 

Diamond Valley Henry Friesen *  Cochrane Arlene Hepburn * 

High River Susan Lukey X   Pat Hatfield X 

 David Robertson X  Crossfield Bev Ink * 

Irricana Ruth McArthur X  DeWinton   

Nanton-Cayley 
Susan Wilkinson-
Matticks *  

Gladys Irene Milton 
* 

Okotoks-DeWinton Julia Kimmett *  High River Al Buehler * 

Prairie Winds Sue MacDonald *   Bob Findlay O 

Rockyford Gordon Hunter *  Irricana Marilyn Poffenroth X 

Stavely    Nanton   

Strathmore Pamela Scott x  Okotoks Lois Irvine * 
     Stewart Thomas * 
    Rockyford Lynda Arnold O 

Retired/ Retained: 
Shirley Collard x  

Stavely 
  

    Strathmore Donalda Ledene  O 

 Shelley Lavenne X   Charles Watson O 

 Leonard Ling *  (alt) David Wadsworth X 

 Shannon Mang X  Turner Valley Sandra Farr-Jones * 

 

Sherlee McGregor-
McCuaig O  

Vulcan Helen McMullen 
* 

 Oliver Seward X  UCW Eileen McMorris X 

 Donal Stewart X  

Lay Members at 
large Joyce Cook * 

 Don Watt X   Barbara Davison O 

Guest: Lois Ling *   Bonar Hanson X 

     Sandra Hanson X 

     Jim Litchfield * 

     Olga Pollard * 
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Worship  

Following a welcome by Kim Lucas from Turner Valley, worship was led by members of the 
Stewardship Division.  Norma Bell’s message reminded Presbyters of the importance of 
positively acknowledging the time, talents and treasures offered at Presbytery.  

Call to Order, Welcome and Announcements 

Presbytery delegates, including those new to Foothills Presbytery, were welcomed and the 
meeting called to order by Chairperson Brenda Watt at 10:00 AM.  

Introduction of Budget 

Treasurer Jim Litchfield introduced the budget.  Presbyters were encouraged to be mindful of 
where we are going in the next three years, and to consider the “enablers and disablers” – those 
things that can discourage or encourage the Divisions in fulfilling their mission.  Only once these 
things are considered, is time to consider the budget numbers.  

Three sets of handouts were introduced (Appendices I,II, III): the budget overview, the financial 
statements, and the balance sheet.  The floor was open to questions, and Divisions were 
directed to come see the Stewardship Division if further questions arose.  

Chairperson Brenda thanked Jim and the Division for their “good and faithful stewardship”.  
These documents are great efforts toward narrative budgeting.  

Division Meetings, Lunch and Technology Seminar  

Following Division Meetings and Lunch, Allan Buckingham led a technology seminar on “cloud 
storage.”    

“The Cloud” is a marketing term for the Internet; “Cloud Storage” is storing things on the 
internet.  Programs such as Drop Box, Google Drive and Sky Drive/One Drive will create a  
“drive” that can be used for storage, usually very large.  These cloud-based storage drives make 
it easy to share files between Church staff and can also function as an excellent back-up.  Some 
of the programs, however, need every computer sharing the folders to have enough storage to 
handle all the folders. There are many tutorials available for all of these products.   

NEXT TOPIC: to be determined.   Allan was thanked by the court for his presentation.  

BUSINESS MEETING  

Chairperson Brenda Watt called the Business Meeting to order at 1:06 PM.  

As a new procedure initiated by Executive, the meeting began with this acknowledgement: 
“Foothills Presbytery, as an indication of respect for our First Nations people, acknowledge, with 
gratitude that we are meeting today within the boundaries of Treaty 7.  We offer our blessings to 
our First Nations brothers and sisters.”   

A number of announcements were shared: 

 Turner Valley’s Christmas Concert will be on November 30 and December 1. 

 Arrowwood’s Christmas Gala is on November 28. 

 Airdrie’s “Beer and Carols” is on December 5.  It was also noted that Airdrie United’s 
long-time secretary, Marj Bell, will be retiring at year’s end and a farewell will be held.   

 Ralph Connor Memorial United Church, Canmore’s 125th anniversary will be marked 
throughout 2016.  
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 In Crossfield on Dec 3, there will be a mass choir from Symons Valley, Calgary along 
with St. Andrew’s, Cochrane and Crossfield United, with additional entertainment by Ray 
Goodship and Brenda Watt. 

 Susan Wilkinson-Matticks was welcomed back to Turner Valley, and to Foothills 
Presbytery.  Susan is now serving Nanton-Cayley, Blackie-Gladys.   

 Cam McMann was introduced to the court as the alternate lay delegate from Canmore.  

MOTION: Joyce Cook/Linda Ervin 2015-16-026 

That all non-members be considered corresponding members for this meeting.  
CARRIED.  

The order paper was accepted without change.  

MOTION: Greg Wooley/Julia Kimmett 2015-16-027 

That the minutes of the September 22, 2015 Presbytery meeting be approved, with one 
amendment:  the Pastoral Charge at Vulcan and Arrowwood is “Prairie Winds” rather 
than “West Winds.” CARRIED. 

MOTION: Sandra Farr-Jones/Bev Ink 2015-16-028 

That the Presbytery Executive minutes of the September 28 and 30 and October 27, 
2015 meetings be received for information. CARRIED.  

Chairperson’s Report – Brenda Watt 

Chairperson Brenda Watt sent a letter of congratulations on behalf of Foothills Presbytery to 
David Robertson and Susan Lukey, who have now served twenty years at High River United 
Church.  – 20 years at HRUC.  Letter of congratulations on behalf of FHP.  Appreciative of our 
support.  Brenda has known them for her entire ministry.  She also enjoyed presiding at the 
Covenanting service in Canmore.  

Brenda reported on the recent meeting of Conference Executive in St. Albert.  A summary of the 
Conference Executive priorities, including the GO project, are appended to these minutes as 
Appendix IV.  In addition, this meeting discussed  

 intercultural ministries, to help people who come from other cultures to be well supported 
in their ministries;  

 licensing for sacramental privileges, which has very little discretion within the current 
processes;  

 supporting smaller congregations to have full-time ministry, which was referred to the 
Pastoral Relations standing committee;  

 ongoing work in the area of “living in right relations”;  

 the importance of evangelism, which was deferred to the March meeting.  

The structural changes facing the denomination need to be determined in the next two years 
and these have been delegated to the GC42 commissioners.  The initial discussions regarding 
the number of regions in the new structure have been delegated to the Executive Secretaries, 
with the initial choice being between six regions (same as the number of regional offices) or a 
larger number, approximately forty; ANW Conference Executive has a preference for forty 
regions, rather than six.  This could perhaps lead to north, central and south regions within the 
territory currently covered by ANW Conference.  

Recording Secretary’s Report – Greg Wooley 

Five communities within Presbytery do not currently have lay representatives to Presbytery.  
Correspondence has been sent to them to encourage their participation.   
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Correspondence Secretary’s Report – Linda Ervin 

Some confidential files have just been received.  There is a motion on record for these to be 
forwarded to Conference Office.  As well, a reminder: signatures for personnel forms are done 
by Linda as Correspondence Secretary, signatures for property matters are done by Greg 
Wooley as Recording Secretary.  

Open Discussion on Refugee Sponsorship – Allan Buckingham 

Allan Buckingham moderated an open discussion on refugee sponsorship within our Presbytery.   

 Canmore has launched a “Bow Valley Refugee Support Group” and have structural 
documents that can be shared with other communities.  This structure was initially used 
by Knox-Metropolitan United Church in Edmonton who have graciously shared it with 
Canmore.  

 Balzac is focusing its energies on fundraising – donating to the United Church fund 
where it is matched dollar for dollar 

 Vulcan is supporting the coalition in Lethbridge 

 Gordon Hunter is working with the Deer Park/St. Andrews group in Calgary, and has a 
survey for those persons and communities that may be interested in this project.  They 
will be meeting with the Mennonite Central Committee on November 30 to see what else 
they can do.  

 Okotoks’ governing board has made a motion to sponsor refugees, who would be given 
accommodation in the Church space.  They are at the beginning of their process would 
be willing to partner with others.  

 Some communities within Presbytery – High River and Airdrie – have sizeable Muslim 
communities and the Churches are building good links with them.  

 Claresholm had a Prayer Breakfast with a very helpful presentation by Rev Dr. Tim 
Callaway, who comes from Prairie Bible Institute in Three Hills and makes a great case 
for inclusion.  

Much general discussion ensued.  The importance of engaging in intentional conversation in 
this area was underlined, as well as the importance of being welcoming in whatever ways you 
can. Please share information about your community’s engagement with Allan, including the 
name of the local contact person, so that it can be posted on the Presbytery website.  

MINISTRY SUPPORT 

Pastoral Relations – Julia Kimmett reporting 

MOTION: Doug Powell/Lois Irvine 2015-16-029 

That we approve a renewal of appointment to Diamond Valley Pastoral Charge for Rev. 

Henry V. Friesen, ordained minister, on a 0.4 FTE basis, effective January 1, 2016 – 

January 31, 2016 at Category F + 37% at the following terms: 

Salary $77,244.00 (includes housing allowance of $18,000.00); Continuing education 

$1,359.00; travel $0.41/km; telephone $250; secretarial support 20 hrs/wk. CARRIED 

MOTION: Henry Friesen/Irene Milton 2015-16-030 

That we approve a renewal of appointment to Banff Pastoral Charge for Rev. Doug 

Powell, ordained minister Category F, on a .75 FTE for the term January 1, 2016 to June 

30, 2016 at the following terms: 
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Salary $43,244.00; housing allowance $21,600.00; Continuing Education $1,359.00; 

travel $0.41/km; telephone $720; secretarial support 15 hrs/wk. CARRIED 

Pastoral Oversight – Julia Kimmett reporting for Rita Cattell 

MOTION: Susan Wilkinson-Matticks/Rita Cattell 2015-16-031 

That the Banff Pastoral Charge Joint Needs Assessment report be approved, that a full-

time vacancy be declared as of July 1, 2016 and that a Joint Search Committee be 

struck. CARRIED 

MOTION: Rita Cattell/Henry Friesen 2015-16-032 

That the Nanton/Cayley – Blackie/Gladys Joint Needs Assessment report be approved, 

that a vacancy be declared for .75 FTE effective July 1, 2016 and that a Joint Search 

Committee be struck. CARRIED 

MOTION: Rita Cattell/Doug Powell 2015-16-033 

That the Memorandum of Agreement between Acme Pastoral Charge of Foothills 

Presbytery and Three Hills Pastoral Charge of Red Deer Presbytery be extended to 

June 30, 2016. CARRIED 

Representatives are needed for these Joint Search Committees. A question was raised 

regarding how the Nanton JNAC fits with broader discussions being held with Claresholm, 

Vulcan etc.  Since these discussions are in early days, it is important that Nanton/Cayley – 

Blackie/Gladys proceed with their process.  

Education & Students - Irene Milton 

Irene attended the Conference E&S Committee meeting in St. Albert.  Four candidates for 
ministry were interviewed and all were approved for ordination, providing they finish their 
coursework.  The Celebration of Ministry service will be on June 5 2016 at McDougall United 
Church in Edmonton.  

MOTION: Irene Milton/Lois Irvine 2015-16-034 

That Norma Bell be recognized as a Licensed Lay Worship Leader in Foothills 

Presbytery effective November 24, 2015 – June 30, 2016. CARRIED 

Brenda Watt and Irene Milton presented Norma with her certificate and the court noted its 
hearty approval.  

Julie Reynolds has been in touch with E&S, and she will be interviewed in future.  

MOTION: Irene Milton/Rita Cattell 2015-16-035 

That the Ministry Support Committee report be accepted as presented. CARRIED.  

STRONG PUBLIC WITNESS – Allan Buckingham 

The Truth and Reconciliation Discovery box is still available.  Eileen McMorris is taking it to 
Calgary Presbytery office; contact Allan or Eileen if you would like it in your community.  

Habitat for Humanity, represented by Tracy Robertson, will present at our January 2016 
meeting.  

Gordon Hunter distributed a questionnaire regarding Refugee Sponsorship.  
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STEWARDSHIP – Joyce Cook 

Budget 

MOTION: Jim Litchfield/Norma Bell 2015-16-036 

That the 2016 Budget be approved as presented. CARRIED.  

Divisions presented no changes to the budget documents.  One note: the expense forms have a 
freshly re-done km chart on the back, through Google Maps.  Please let Jim know if there are 
any errors, and if the times listed are correct/relevant.  

MOTION: Joyce Cook/Norma Bell 2015-16-037 

That Foothills Presbytery approve the following: 

1. United Church of Canada of Toronto Ontario Plan 7000AG, Block 5, Lots 28 and 29 
excepting out of Lot 28 all mines and minerals, estate: fee simple, ATS reference 
4;24;17;5, municipality: Town of Vulcan.  

2. United Church of Canada of Toronto Ontario Plan 7000AG, Block 5, Lot 30 excepting 
out of Lot 28 all mines and minerals, estate: fee simple, ATS reference 4;24;17;5, 
municipality: Town of Vulcan.  

3. Church and Manse Board of Presbyterian Church in Canada of Alberta Plan 
7000AG, Block 5, Lots 31 and 32, estate: fee simple’ ATS reference 4;24;17;5, 
municipality: Town of Vulcan.  

4. That all three titles of property be changed to read: Vulcan United Church, a 
congregation of the United Church of Canada.  

5. All three former titles will be under one Land Title Certificate. CARRIED. 

MOTION: Norma Bell/Al Buehler 2015-16-038 

That Foothills Presbytery approve the Trustees of the Vulcan United Church – John 
Cockwill, Gordon Roe and Lloyd Graham.  CARRIED.  

It was noted that Sue MacDonald is automatically a Trustee and Chair of Trustees.  Terms will 
be determined at the January 2016 meeting.  

Teleconferencing for Conference UCW Executive is becoming very expensive; the rate charged 
by our contract is much less.  We will check with Telus to see if it would be possible for the 
UCW Executive to use our Teleconferencing account and then reimburse us, and will inform the 
UCW Executive that this is in process.  

Forty participants engaged in the Intentional housing conference in Claresholm.   The 
communities of Vulcan, Fort Macleod, Rocykview MD and Claresholm were represented as the 
question “how then shall we age into housing” was discussed.  Linda thanked the court for the 
$1,000 grant which kept the registration fee low so seniors and those on limited income could 
attend.   

The $43,566.76 in returned legal fees have been put into a GIC due in October 2016 – we have 
from now until budget time in November 2016 to decide what we will do with this money.  
Stewardship to date has looked after Presbytery monies very well.  Now we are open to the 
thoughts of the court to assist Stewardship Division in determining what we wish to do with this 
money and to help the congregations in Foothills Presbytery for our transition into the new 
governance systems of the United Church.  Everyone will have a say and no one will be left out.  
Stewardship is not just about money, but is about the well being of each and every person, our 
time, and what we put into our lives.  The various thoughts sprinkled through the financial 
documents should help start this dialogue.  
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Appeals and Grants – Norma Bell 

An extensive report from Appeals and Grants was distributed to the court – see Appendix V.  
There is one additional transition grant – to Deer Park United Church in Calgary, $3,500.00. If 
there are any questions or concerns, please let Norma know prior to the March 2016 meeting.  

Mission and Service – Sue MacDonald 

All Pastoral Charges, plus all Observer subscribers, have received the Gifts with Vision Giving 
Catalogues.  You give the gift to M&S gift books, you the receipt.  Orders may be placed until 
next year’s book comes out in the fall of 2016.   

CONGREGATION AND MISSION DEVELOPMENT – Sue MacDonald 

The people of Foothills Presbytery are encouraged to volunteer at a Church camp: Canyon 
Church Camp, in the south, or one of the Kasota Camps, in the north.   

MOTION: Sandra Farr-Jones/Arlene Hepburn Buehler 2015-16-039 

That the Congregation and Mission Development Committee support youth to attend the 
GO project with the financial cost being supported at the discretion of the Congregation 
and Mission Development Committee.  CARRIED.  

Congregations are encouraged to spread the word about the GO project, and to consider how 
we want to support youth ministries in our Presbytery.  

The Fresh Start pilot project is wrapping up, and evaluation is in process.  This has been a great 
success, many thanks to the facilitators and participants.  

There is budget available to have a pre-Presbytery event in June.  A number of names and 
topics were discussed: Tracy Robertson (Youth Education), John Pentland (congregational 
transformation), Nancy Chegus (music/story).  There are many different possibilities for us to 
plant seeds through these kinds of events.  

The division is considering the financial implications of the wind-down of our current systems.  

Work is ongoing on the Tech “live streaming” project at Crossfield. Thank you to everyone for 
persevering! 

UCW PRESBYTERIAL – no report. 

CONFERENCE UCW – no report. 

Formal regrets were received this morning due to the inclement weather.  There will be a report 
in January.  

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Allan Buckingham 

The next meeting will be in Strathmore in January, with Strong Public Witness leading worship. 
The March 15 (not March 22) meeting will be in Cochrane.  After some discussion it was 
decided that the Executive teleconference meeting will remain on December 22, at 9:30 AM.   

Other Business – none 

Chairperson Brenda Watt noted that this Sunday is the 1st Sunday of Advent, shared with us a 
poem by Ann Weems about an “Angel filled advent” and made a special note of thanks to 
Leonard and Lois Ling.  May we all be blessed by presence of Angels! 

Motion for the Powers 

 



Foothills Presbytery, November 24, 2015   2015-2016| 29 
 

MOTION: Sandra Farr-Jones/Gordon Hunter 2015-16-040 

That the powers of  Foothills Presbytery, routine and emergent, rest with the Executive, 
and the sub-Executive if necessary, until the next scheduled meeting of Presbytery, 
except in matters where the consent of the full court is required by the Manual.  
CARRIED 

Chairperson Brenda adjourned the meeting with a blessing at 2:51 PM.   

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of Foothills Presbytery will be held January 26 2016 
at Strathmore United Church, 410 – Fourth Street, Strathmore AB.     

The next Executive meeting will be via Conference Call on December 22, 2015.  

 

_________________________ ____________________________________________ 

Chair, Brenda Watt Recording Secretary, Greg Wooley 

 

 


