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FOOTHILLS PRESBYTERY EXECUTIVE MEETING 
“Moving our Ministry ON…OUT…and into the community.” 

Tele-Conference Call – Tuesday, October 27, 2015  
 
Present: Brenda Watt (Chair), Greg Wooley, (Recording Secretary), Ray Goodship, Linda Ervin 
(Corresponding Secretary), Norma Bell, Allan Buckingham, Rita Cattell, Joyce Cook, Julia 
Kimmett, Sue Lauzon-Macdonald, Jim Litchfield, Irene Milton, Pamela Scott    
Absent: Eileen McMorris 

Opening/Prayer 

Chairperson Brenda Watt called the meeting to order with a reading and prayer at 9:34 AM. 

Considering the Agenda 

One amendment was adopted: Pamela Scott needed to leave to attend to a pastoral emergency 
so her Pastoral Relations report moved to the top of the agenda. 

MINISTRY SUPPORT:  

Pastoral Relations – Pamela Scott 

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Rita Cattell 2015-16-031 
That Susan Wilkinson-Matticks be appointed to a .75 position for Nanton-Cayley/Blackie-
Gladys effective November 1st, 2015 through to June 30, 2016. COL 3: basic salary at 
$28,641, phone $675, Continuing Education $1020 for a total remuneration of $30,336. 
There are 4 hours/week of secretarial assistance. CARRIED with Irene Milton 
abstaining.  

MOTION: Pamela Scott/Linda Ervin 2015-16-032 

That we request the transfer of Susan Wilkinson-Mattick’s membership from Calgary 
Presbytery to Foothills Presbytery. CARRIED 

Pamela Scott left the meeting at 9:41 AM.  

Minutes 

The Minutes of the September 22, 2015 meeting of Presbytery were received for information.  

MOTION: Greg Wooley/Norma Bell 2015-16-033 

That the Minutes of the September 28, 2015 meeting of Presbytery Executive be 
adopted. CARRIED 

MOTION: Greg Wooley/Julia Kimmett 2015-16-034 

That the Minutes of the September 30, 2015 meeting of Presbytery Executive be 
adopted. CARRIED 

Report from Presbytery Chair – Brenda Watt 

The October 14-15 meeting of ANW Conference Executive in St. Albert was a tight, efficient 
meeting, the first chaired by the new Conference President, Paul Douglas Walfall. Based on the 
Conference Mission Statement, and the reports from Presbyteries, seven priority areas were 
named for ANW Conference [see footnote to these minutes].   

The Executive Secretary, Lynn Maki, met with the other Executive Secretaries to discuss how 
many regions would be proposed within the Comprehensive Review recommendations adopted 
by General Council 42.  Two ideas were fielded: 10-12 regions, or roughly 40 regions.  The 
latter was preferred by ANW Conference Executive.  Based on financial considerations, it is 
likely that there will be six offices where regional staff be deployed.  It was underlined that 
regional staff would not have the authority to govern. 
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18 youths will be funded to attend the Go Project in 2016.  

Further consideration was given to the Fossil Fuel Divestment proposals of General Council 42. 

Report from Presbytery Secretaries: 

Minute Secretary - Greg Wooley 

Not all preaching points within Foothills Presbyteries have lay delegates.  It was confirmed by 
the meeting that each preaching point is entitled to one lay delegate, plus one additional 
delegate per 100 resident members.  Each preaching point that does not have a lay delegate 
will be contacted, inviting them to name a lay delegate to help them to connect with and 
participate in Foothills Presbytery during these times of transition.  

Correspondence Secretary - Linda Ervin 

There does not appear to be an active procedure with Foothills Presbytery for checking Pastoral 
Charge record books.  Linda will check the Manual requirements regarding which records are to 
be reviewed and will bring forward a recommendation to the next Presbytery meeting, to 
develop a process and schedule for local record books to Presbytery meetings for review.   

No Correspondence has been received.  

Division Reporting 

STEWARDSHIP  

Treasurer - Jim Litchfield 

Thanks were expressed to Brenda Watt for the format and shape of today’s agenda.   

Two formats of Treasurer’s reports were circulated to Executive.  It was felt that Executive did 
not have sufficient time to make a detailed decision regarding the format of reporting, but Jim 
was encouraged to send out the Budget as soon as possible so that Presbyters have ample 
time to consider it prior to the November meeting.  

There was discussion regarding the unique nature of these transitional years, as the structures 
of the Church are on the verge of major structural change.  What happens to funds if/when 
Presbyteries disband?  It will be important for us as a Presbytery to set priorities to help build 
strong, healthy congregations within our bounds as we prepare for this transition.  Possible 
areas to explore include an examination of the realities and possibilities of rural Ministry, to do 
some fresh thinking about New Church Development,  

With this in mind, a sub-committee of Executive (the Planning Team - Brenda Watt, Allan 
Buckingham, Linda Ervin, Greg Wooley – plus Joyce Cook and Jim Litchfield from Stewardship) 
was charged with the task of further investigating ways to incorporate the ANW Conference 
Priority areas into our life as a Presbytery – including our financial stewardship of the resources 
within our control.  This group will meet face-to-face in 2016.  

Stewardship - Joyce Cook  

The Term Deposits and GICs held by Presbytery were outlined. $50,000 of operating funds 
have been moved into a GIC and we allocated $14,000 to the contingency fund which now has 
$16,667.06, bringing it back up to the original $16,000 we hold for emergencies.  As well, the 
Education and Students has received $5075.00 (Gleichen) making a total of $9200.73 in their 
section for usage. Some of these funds are from the closure of Carmangay, of which $4,617.00 
went to New Church Development. 

It was also noted that General Council office has reimbursed roughly $43,558.76 of “ongoing 
mediation/legal fees” to Foothills Presbytery which is less the $1.00 per member levy.   With this 
being the case, next year’s assessments will be similar to this year’s or a bit less.  Caution will 
be exercised as we move toward the new funding model. The money has been put into another 
GIC until we decide what to do with the monies. 
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Guidelines will be included in the 2016 Budget report to help Divisions in their budget 
deliberations, and to help Presbyters know the overall financial priorities as our current 
structures are replaced by something new. 

Grants & Appeals – Norma Bell 

The Conference Grants and Appeals meeting is upcoming in Edmonton.  A follow-up report has 
been received from Crossfield regarding their Tech grant. Such reports are greatly appreciated.  

CONGREGATION & MISSION DEVELOPMENT - Sue Lauzon-Macdonald 

There are no big planned events at the moment…but we could have some coming up.  The 
Division continues to look at our connectedness, and ways that we might share resources.  

MINISTRY SUPPORT 

Pastoral Relations - Pamela Scott – reported earlier 

Pastoral Oversight - Rita Cattell 

A full-day Pastoral Oversight Visitation will be made to Airdrie United Church on Thursday, 
October 29th.  

An update was provided on the Pastoral Oversight of Acme/Three Hills.  By agreement with Red 
Deer Presbytery, Red Deer will visit Three Hills, Foothills will visit Acme, and the two visitation 
teams will jointly visit with the combined M&P Committees as well as Staff.  Pamela Scott has 
had an informal meeting with the people who drafted the Memorandum of Agreement.  This 
agreement ends on November 15, 2015.  No request has yet been received to extend it, though 
there appears to be a strong desire to keep the arrangement in place until after the Pastoral 
Oversight visits have happened.  

Education & Students - Irene Milton 

Conference E & S meetings will be held on November 1-2 in St. Albert.  Regarding the licensing 
of lay preachers, we are awaiting the next round of paperwork for Norma Bell but have not yet 
heard from Julie Reynolds. 

STRONG PUBLIC WITNESS – Allan Buckingham 

A request was made of Executive to acknowledge traditional lands at the beginning of our 
meetings. It was agreed that this be part of our practice when we gather.   The lands of Foothills 
Presbytery are within Treaty 7.  

Our Conference President has asked each Presbytery to consider two Refugee sponsorships.  
Canmore is definitely interested; Okotoks has expressed interest and potentially has a two-
bedroom apartment available; Gordon Hunter and Greg Wooley have attended meetings to 
discuss this with Calgary Presbytery.  More investigation will take place on a Presbytery-wide 
basis, to be discussed at the November meeting of Presbytery.  

UCW - Eileen McMorris (absent) 

Julia Kimmett facilitated the UCW Learning Day on October 14 in Drumheller.  Many questions 
arose regarding the ongoing place and role of UCW within ANW Conference.  

Planning Team - Allan Buckingham 

Much has emerged from this Executive meeting that will impact upcoming Presbytery meetings, 
including the face to face meetings between the Planning Team and Stewardship to discuss the 
financial priorities as we anticipate future changes in Church structures.  

At the November meeting, Jim Litchfield will have a brief time to speak to the Budget before the 
Division Meetings, and Divisions will be given additional time to consider the Budget as part of 
their meetings.  
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Other Business 

Upcoming Dates were noted: 

 October 27, 2015 – Narrative Budget Workshop with Kathryn Hofley 

 November 13th, Housing Workshop - Claresholm 

 Wednesday, November 18th, 7:15 pm Covenanting Service for Greg Wooley, Canmore.  
This year is the 15th Anniversary of Ralph Connor Memorial United Church’s Wednesday 
night Evensong Service 

 
The next meeting of Foothills Presbytery will be November 24th at Church in the Valley, Turner 
Valley 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 AM.  

 

 

_________________________ ____________________________________________ 
Chair, Brenda Watt Recording Secretary, Greg Wooley 
 
 
Footnote 
The following priorities were agreed upon by Conference Executive: 
 
1. During the period 2015 – 2017 in seeking to realize the goals of Healthy Congregations and 

Strong Public Witness the ANWC will seek to produce resources to help members 
understand the importance of Evangelism to the Mission of the Church. 

2. During the period 2015 – 2017 in seeking to realize the goals of Healthy Congregations and 
Effective Ministry the ANWC will seek to develop programs that will support the Youth 
Ministry of Pastoral Charges and Presbyteries. 

3. During the period 2015 – 2017 in seeking to realize the goals of Effective Ministry and Open 
Connections and Communications the ANWC will develop strategies to help support 
ministers who come from outside of Canada to settle into life here. 

4. During the period 2015 – 2017 in seeking to realize the goals of Healthy Congregations and 
Effective Ministry the ANWC will undertake a revision of its current policies relating to the 
licensing persons to administer the sacraments. 

5. During the period 2015 – 2017 in seeking to realize the goals of Healthy Congregations and 
Effective Ministries the ANWC will seek to develop models of Pastoral Relations that will 
enable smaller congregations to have full time ministry personnel. 

6. During the period 2015 – 2017 in seeking to realize the goal of Open Connections and 
Communication the ANWC will strengthen the relationship with the All Native Circle 
Conference (ANCC) congregations located within its geographic bounds. 

7. During the period 2015- 2017, in seeking to realize the goals of Effective Ministry and Open 
Connections and Communication, the Alberta and Northwest Conference will support 
Pastoral Charges and Presbyteries to deal with the changes to the governance structures 
proposed by the 42nd General Council.  


